
PC3RM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL 00̂ ®!ISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTCW, MA 02116 ;• : 

ftioto (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

0 4 J988 
AREA FORM NO. 

Wa, 113 

Town Soiiiervinfi MRA 

Address 28 - 35 Beacon Street 

Historic Name unknovm C George 

Wyatt / landowner - L . E . W y a t t / b u i l d e r ) 

Use: Preset apart inpn-r rnw 

Sketch Nap: Draw map showing property's location 
in relaticn to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
betweei inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s), 
Indicate north , ' 

See Attached Assessor,'s Map 

Original apartment row 

DESCRIPTKXJ ,» >• 

Date ca. 1880 

Source 

Style 

map research 

Queen Anne 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Vfall Fabric brick 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

-̂x.- porches, 1982 . condition good ̂  

Z E ^ N 

DTM REFERENCE ^9 - 326/820 - k693/360 

OSGS QUADRANGLE Boston Nor th 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage less than one acre 

Setting South s ide o f Beacon, near 

Cambridge-Somervil le l i n e , commercial 

ajid r e s i d e n t i a l surrounds, h e a v i l y 

t r a v e l l e d urban r o u t e . 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg, Preservation 
Planner 

Qrganizaticn Mass. Historical CoiTinission 

Date June 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

28-36 Beacon Street 1s a well-preserved apartment row distinguished by i t s 
Queen Anne-style detai ls. I ts construction was a direct consequence of 
Somerville's rapid development as a bedroom community in the late 19th 
century. The building retains integr i ty of location, design, materials, 
workmanship, and association, and f u l f i l l s Criteria A and C of the National 
Register of Historic Places on the local level . 

ARCHIOECimAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe iinportant architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the oonnunity. 

This f ive-uni t Queen Anne apartment row is one of the c i t y ' s most exceptional 
brick residences. The building consists of f ive identical units. Each unit 
has a pyramidal tower offset to the l e f t , a fu l l - length polygonal bay offset 
to the r igh t , and double entrance doors with upper panels of glass set within 
f lat-roofed entrance porches with a pierced quatrefoil design on the porch 
f r ieze. Other notable features include the corbelled or brick cornice and 
granite belt courses. 

HISTGHICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the developnient of the oomnunity. 

Apartment buildings designed for middle-class commuters were important 
elements of Somerville's turn-of-the-century development, a period of intense 
residential development. The apartment row at 28-36 Beacon Street was located 
along a major c i ty roadway. I t was bu i l t on land formerly owned by brickyard 
owner George Wyatt, who may have been some relation to the builder of th is 
structure, L. E. Wyatt. George Wyatt's own house stands at 33 Beacon Street 
(#14). 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Hopkins, G. M., Atlas of the City of Somerviiie, 1874, 1884. 
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