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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

K The residence at 860 UnivetfQty is a freestanding structure located 
on a major street originally occupied by upper middle class residences on 
generous suburban lots. In recent years, there has been sone encroachment 
of multiple unit housing, but the general quality of a well landscaned 
suburban streetscape still survives.

The building is a rectangle in plan, and two and a half stories in 
height. Of wood frame construction, its upper and lower stories are 
differentiated by changes in their wooden surface texture; the upper floor 
is sheathed in narrow clapboard siding, the lower one in a much wider 
clapboard.

The roof is hipped, with a slight flare near the eaves, and in the cen 
ter of each side is a low dormer, also hipped.

There is a one story verandah which completely enfronts the house, 
and wraps around both sides. A wide, shallow flight of steps leads to' 
the verandah, and this entry point is marked by a low gable with relief 
ornament including a shield and floral motifs. The verandah rail is 
composed of turned balusters of classical derivation, and the porch is 
supported on simple columns with out capitals. The roof of the verandah 
rests directly upon the turned column tops without a lintel or other 
visible horizontal beam7 a very unusual configuration. At the south west 
end, the verandah has been glassed in, perhaps in the 19gO's. The enclo­ 
sure was done with small panes of glass in wooden frames, and is not 
unsympathic to the original design.

The windows of the major ground floor rooms each have a fixed top 
panel of clear leaded glass; the pattern is a highly stylized and abstracte 
floral composition. Similar patterns occupy the transom aid sidelights 
of the entrance.

On the northeastern side of the house the purely cubic form is inter-1 
rupted by two curved bay windows. One of these projects from the lower 
floor only, but the other, a stair-well window, is one and a half stories 
in height, and contains art glass of elaborate design. The central panel 
is a scenic design with waterfall, done in a naturalistic mode. The win­ 
dow utilizes unique colors and their combinations associated at that time 
with Tiffany Studios, and may be their,as yet unverified,product'. Gas 
lamps and outlets remain throughout the house.

At the rear of the property is a two story stable/carriage house, now 
used as a garage. It is a simple rectangle in form, with a crossed gable 
roof, and a central louvered vent. A small rectangular wood frame gardener 
cottage stands at the southern most corner of the property. It is an undec 
orated, utilitarian, structure of apparently the same vintage as the house.

The structure stands amid rather extensive grounds, the ample space 
around the structure adding a certain sense of restrained opulence to the 
complex.

Alterations consist of the addition of a rear sun porch in the 1930's 
and the enclosure of one portion of the front porch to serve as a sun porch 
also probably in the 1930's. The rear addition is not visible from the 
street. The front porch enclosure has been carefully executed in keeping 
with the design of the structure and has not affected original portions of 
removed36 ltSelf- At S°me future time, it could be relatively easily
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Outbuildings on the Wilson Property: 
Garage:
The garage is a two story, wood frame structure, with a gabled roof, sheathed in hori­ 
zontal siding. A second story gable placed in the middle of the building faces the 
rear of the house. Three large doors provide access to the interior stalls. A small 
gable roofs the vent that stands on the gable ridge.

Small garage:
A small one story wood frame garage, also surfaced in horizontal siding, stands immediately
adjacent to the larger garage building.

Shed or Cottage:
A small one story shed with gabled roof, horizontal siding and no decoration stands in
the southeast corner of the property, adjacent to the garages.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Carl Wilson Residence owes its significance primarily to its 
architectural excel ler'-e and its high quality as a representative of its 
style, type, and era. c # •

The design of the Colonial Revival house is not unusual in general 
form, but the structure becomes architecturally noteworthy due to its 
large and impressive overall scale and some particularly outstanding 
details. It is this quality and use of scale in particular, that lends 
presence to the house and establishes the importance of its design.

A marked horizontal emphasis is created by the broad rather overscaled 
porch, and the extended eaves of the upper story. The porch roof gives 
the appearance of hovering above the ground and thus provides a broad 
visual base for the upper portion of the house.

The form and articulation of the porch roof and its means of support 
are rather unusual. This emphatically planar element is interrupted by a 
shallow decorated gable at the entrance. The porch canopy itself is supporl 
ed by recessed columns with out capitals, and with its"shallow fascia, 
becomes a thin horizontal plane that appears to almost float above the 
ground.

A particularly fine piece of detailing is an unusual rounded bay with 
elaborate stained glass windows. Almost two stories in height, it is, in 
terms of size, shape and quality among the finest residential example of 
its era in Palo Alto. The design is complex, the colors striking, and the 
rounded forms dictated by the bay are both unusual and difficult to execute. 
The workmanship is particularly well done.

The expansive proportions and design quality of the house, together 
with its impressive setting in the midst of a large landscaped garden, 
gives the structure considerable presence. Additionally, the small complex 
created by the house, garden, and still-intact carriage house at the rear 
convey an important sense of time and place.

The structure is currently surrounded by newer construction and. 
remains an important vestige of an impressive early 20th century neighbor­ 
hood.

The Carl Wilson House is also a fine representative of a version 
of the Colonial Revival style utilized widely in Palo Alto approximately 
between 1895 and 1915. The structure serves as a kind of prototype or 
epitome of one of the city's most characteristic versions of this style.

Such Colonial Revival styling appears particularly frequently in 
the area of the city known as Professorville where structures vary in 
their interpretation of the style; some borrow and employ characteristic 
details, while others adopt the basic forms and vary their materials and
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composition. As such, the Wilson House served both as a model for the style's many 
interpretations, and as a product itself of the mode. It .is important architecturally, 
both for its high design quality, and as a finely detailed "super" version of its 
style and type.
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