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DESCRIPTION
(Check One)

. Excellent Good Fair | | Deteriorated Ruins f~I  Unexposed
CONDITION bld
(Check One) (1 g (Check One)
S Altered (l bldql\) Moved I5 Originol Site
Una |tered
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Rogerson's Village, the early 19th century wae for the community which
includesthe Crown and Eagle Mill conplex, is formed on two main axes. The mafior

axis is the Munford River. This flows fromWiitin Pond, a mill pond, north o
Harfford Avenue, in a southerly direction under the Avenue, through a wide
meadow, and between the Crown and the Eagle Mills. Tawo millraces flank the

River, joining i tsouth of the mills. Hartford Avenue forms the East-West
axis. Along i tstand most of the village residences and the community build-
ing. East of the Pond and the community building, Whitin Street enters

Hartford Avenue from the North.

The focal point of this rural community is the group formed by the two s”ione
mlls, the 1823-25 Crown and the 1827 Eagle Mills, fend their brick connecting
unit (1851)which spans the River. Fromthe street, the water channels and a
row of tall trees lining the River direct the eye across the neadowto this
cluster of three-and-a-half story buildings. Topped by clerestory-monitor
roofs, the mlls rise aloof fromthe neadow, unaffectedby the low subsidiary
buildings beside and behind them The dom nant feature of each mill is a m
monument al stairtower which is centered on itslong facade. These towers and
the rough texture of the stone masonry are animated visual elements which
identify the mills with the picturesque naturalism sought by artists of the -«
romantic era, an effect which i s heightened even further by the isolated
pastoral setting. Because these are the only stone buildings inthe district,
they are made to stand apart from the rest as of central importance. This is
seen especially inthe three story connecting unit. Here the snmooth flat sur-
face of the man-made brick points up the rough quality of the natural stone.
The verticality of the stair towers is stressedby the absolute horizontality
of this rectangul ar connecting unit, both longer and |ower than each mill. n
This horizontality is achieved not only by the proportions of the building w|:h
its nearly flat roof, but also by itsarchitectural elements. The regularly
spaced wi ndows are wider, and on two stories are larger than those of the milLs”
Al'l are relieved by rectangul ar stone lintels. The arch which spans the rive::
and supports the unit i s broad and low. This shape further accents the horizon
tality. -*"

West of the mills and close to Hartford Ave., a wooden tenement, built
before 1830 i s set in a spacious neadow scattered with conifers. Across from
this, with the Pond as it sbackdrop, is the earliest building inthe district
This two-and-a-half story wooden tenement was built in 1810-14 as a cotton
m |l and inthe next decade was nmoved to this site and converted to it spresejit
use.

Across the Pond fromthis mll-tenement stands a splendid three story
brick building which dates from c. 1830. Conceived as a Community Center, i t
served as the conpany store on the first floor, a meeting place or church on
the second, and tenements "at the top." |It's promnence as a functional wunit
is enhanced by itsisolated location, by the surrounding pond and streets, anji
by itsthree story height and architectural details. O the first floor, the
evenly spaced 9-bay main facade i s broken by one door at the center and two

m

others, at the western and eastern b'ays. Both doors and all the original
wi ndows are relieved by flat granite lintels. At the second story a decorate
iron balcony runs across the front. The wi ndows which open onto i tare the skne

width as those of the first and third stories, but are longer. The narrow woDd
cornice of the eave line extends across the gable to forma triangular pediment,
in ehich is set a semi-circular window. The raking cornices of the gable carjry
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7. Physical Appearance, cont.

the sane mol dings as the cornice. Although the major enphasis of the build
ing is one of horizontality - achieved by it spropoEtions, the wide angle of the

roof pitch, and the above mentioned architectural featuees - a subordinate verti-
cality is produced by the rather narrow bays and the long second floor wi ndows,
The major group of village dwellings, built for the mill workers, are

located in an "L" shaped plan, along the east side of Whitin Street and the
north side of Hartford Avenue. These are evenly spaced on a terraced hillside,
surrounded by lawn, and set well back from the tree-lined roads. At the

corner of Whitin Street and Hartford Avenue is a two-story brick house with

hi pped roof and end chimeys. |t is impressive because i t has fine proportions,
and because i tdiffers in style from the neighboring series of center-entran :ed
one-and-one-half story brick cottages with ridge roofs and end chi meys.

These structures preserve, with mnimal alteration, a nearly complete
cotton manufacturing village of the nineteenth century. Few buildings have
been removed, nor have any been added since the company ceased production. jrhe
brick tenements are in fine condition, the earliest mll/tenement is covered
with asbestos sid ing, and the community center is e npty.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys, cont.
New England Textile Mill Survey (Smthsonian Institution), 1967,
Smithsonian Institution and HABS?, Washington, D C

2. Location, cont.

Both sides of Hartford Avenue (East), beginning at a point at the nortrnsfesffJ”\
side of Hartford Avenue, west of the 1810 mill/tenement running northw Tst

in a straight line to a point on the edge of Whitin Pond (approximately 71°38'
19'W  42Q05" 35"W; northeasterlyin a straight line, including the Comunity
Center, to Whitin Street; thence northwesterly along the center of Witin

Street to itsjunction with Linwood Avenue; thence northeasterly along the ¢ iter
line of Linwood Avenue to a point at the east oroperty boundary of the eastermtst
wooden tenement (approximately 71° 38 06'"W 42° 05 41"N); thence southeasterly
m a straight line approximately 1000 feet to a point southeast of and including
"Gray Rocks" (approximately 71° 38 02'W 42° 05 32"N); thence southwesterly j,
a straight line approximately 1200 feet to a point approximately 71° 38 15"W
42 05 28"N); thence northwesterly in a straight line to the point of beginni:igl

7. Description, cont. |NSERT

To the southwest of the Crown mill stand a small brick cotton storage
buxl dmg and a large brick machine shop (c.1825). Both were undoubtedly erecjted
at the same time as the Crown mill and were functioningby 1825. (Manufacturer's
& Farmer's Journal, Providence, R.I., vi 89, Nov. 7, 1825). The basenment of the
two story machine ship, which is entered from the southern end, contains vestiges
of forges. O each side of the pitched roof a pair of trap-door monitors [lights
the attic. End chimeys shown in the lithographic view no longer exist. Grahite

lintels span the doorways of this building and of the storage building.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Pre-Columbian | Q 16th Century . 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century H Century

SPECIFIC DATEtS) (H Applicable and Known) 1823 and followjng

AREAS OF SIGNI FIC AN CE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal 1 | Education . Political {1 Urbon Plonrring
I | Prehistoric Engineering . Religion/Phi- Q Other (Specify)
Historic Industry losophy
[ | Agriculture I | Invention « Science
[yi Architecture I | Landscape « Sculpture
Art Architecture « Socio I/Human-
I I Commerce I 1 Literoture itarian
I I Communications Military . Theater
I 1 Conservation Music .« Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Rogerson's Village, with theCrown and Eagle Mills at its center, i s
nearly complete and largely unaltered rural, cotton manufacturing community
of theearly 19thcentury. The twomills and their associated structures,
built by Robert Rogerson i nthe 1820s and 30s, comprise theonly conplex oi'
this quality remaining i ntheMassachusetts portion of theBlackstoneValley
the cradle of theAmerican textile industry.

Each of thebuildings i nRogerson's Village represents a type regularly
found i ntheearly 19thcentury mill villages. The New England Textile
Mill Survey evaluated the Crown and Eagle Mills as a "prime exemplar of the
smal |, independent stone mills that abounded and flourished i nthe Valley
of theBlackstone River...in thefirst half of the 19thcentury." The
Crown Mill, virtually unchanged since its construction i n1823-25, i s the
ol dest stone mill with a clerestory-monitor roof now extant i nMassachusettjs
The Village machine shop i sone of theearliest and nost complete still
standing i nitsoriginal cotton manufacturing complex. The Community Centei
including a store and meeting room thebrick workers' tenements, the ownei'
house and a re-model ed wooden ,mill (dating from 1810-14) areal | building
types common t o such an early community.

The successful relationof theindustrial conplex tothelandscapei s
part of thesignificance of Rogerson's Village. There i sno fQmal Iand-
scape design tying thewhole Village together; instead, the separate build-
ings of t heconplex have been grouped according to function and situatedtc
take advantage of thenatural terrain. The owner's house, "Gray Rock," i s
set alone on a small hill where i ti sscreened fromtherest of the conpleji
by trees. Residential units, the Community Center and t heworkers' houses,
are set together overlooking theWwhitin Pond, and thus kept distinct from
the manufacturing area of theVillage. The mills are set across a wide
meadow at t he end of a formal system of waterways centered on t he Munford
River; their isolation, thelines of trees and even thedirection ofthe
water's flow point tothemills as a distinct unit. Here the combination
of architecture and natural terrainoperates so successfully that it not
only defines an area within theconplex but reinforces visually the focus
of all Rogerson's Village on t hemanufacturing function for which it was
built.



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Brown, John H, ed. Lanb's Textile Industries of theUnited States. Vol.1.
Boston: Janes H Lanb Conpany, 1911.

Canbridge, Massachusetts. Harvard University School of Business, Baker Librar
"Sketches of ManufacturingEstablishments i nNew York City, and of Textile
Establishments i ntheEastern States.”" By William R Bagnell. Ed. by Victor g
Clark, 1885.

Uxbridge (North), Massachusetts. Crown and Eagle Mills, Conpany Office Building
M scel l aneous company records.

Vogel, Robert M The New England Textile Mill Survey | (Report on theFirst Summe s
Work, June-Sept., 1967). Washington, D C: Div. of Mechanical and Civil Engineering,

10, Ay Sfyr and Technol ogy, iimitJisonian Institution, I17b'/.~ ~~

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LON G TUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE N
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes  Seconds
W 42 o0 05. 37 - 71 038 . 20 - ° > '
NE 42 0 05 41 71 06
SE 42 ° 05 32 71 02
W 42 g 05 28 71 15
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 00
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES m
m
CO
H
70
cz
N AME AND TITLE: n

Anne R Wardwell, Survey Director

ORGANI ZATION

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
STREET AND NUMBER:

Office of the Secretary, State House

CITY OR TOWN: STA TE
Boston M,ss,.
i;p. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERtIFICATIOIN NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- ) . L ’
| hereby certify that this property is included in the A
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law !

. . : . National Register.
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion

(A
Qyj

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended Chief, Office of Arctieology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is: O

National State - LocSI . |\D/ 2 3 :lgn

Date

Name
(feefcretary of£ the Commonwealth
ckalrman, Massachusetts Historical]
Title Cnmmi .gsinn
Keeper  otfthe  National Rfgister

220/ 71 Date ffov m

Date



Rogerson's Village Historic District Map
MACH NE SHOP #8

" g

MIBACHI >ETT3 - WBR OE, NIRIH
ROERSIN S M LLAGE

KEY TOBU LO 1 J&G

1, Qown andEagle M Ils

2. Community Center

3.4.5. Brick Vorker's Houses

6. \Wdoden tenemnent s

7. "Qey Rock" _

8. Brick storage and machi ne shops

A, 1330 wooden t enerrent
«-10. V/ooden tenement-mill, 1810-14



N

A R

r

MACH NE SHP

Rogerson's Village HD
N Uxbridge, M

Map Nunber 47

Lot nunber 118
Scale 1" = 200'

P.OR o A VB N UB EAST



*<G-0BM.TT

ASST.. KEEPSR

:H,)2F, OAKP
+SDifOTiiAi, PRO.:F.SSING- EDITOR

Federal Ksgister Entry 3
’

Annual Edition Entry

LAggZZ 1113/ 2711

De.te

WOIKING WUKBER

| 1/-z3 r/



BLEASE RETURN THXS FR ™ WEN THE PROPERTY | SRESIBMTTED _ DATE " | ~- 1?7, 1771
NNAE OQF 'pRCOPERTY "' ™rAr'son's Viillatro tiibto--ic. i Jir™Michr™

The attached National Register Inventory-Nom nation form i sbeing returnedto
your office forclarification of theinformation indicated bel ow

Insufficient [ocational information.
Connent s:

Geoqraphical location codes mssing orincorrect.

Classification (I:,e#33 incomplete.
ComTier.ts;

Onner of property/location of |egal description necessary.
Coment J

No bibliography.

Acreage of nom nation not provided.
Conmmrent s;

Longitude andlatitude coordinates,
Conmrent s;

Form is not signed by the State Liaison Officer (Iltem #12)

Photograph/map forms (Form 10-301) required for each photograph/map.

Insufficient map coverage of property, itli ilistr-icj; nOi®iinn.tions xe a3l' that a
omments; S;rp)I"™NN3nta..;- j-riai i ¢;"c scalo (p':-lza>s In -U-"eTor™ of a street
p) bo prori"o::i,an..;ic".tlng-*n lo- '-nnn of es':'-23. J: -~V -

street -mvis are not available, j*a]:"n"l Cr"-\ni one 'Jould be ".ccopt.able.
Description (ltem #7).
Comments:

Statement of Significance (ltem#8)
Conment s;

erox forms wunaccaptable.

- Ot her.
Com aents: | s a photor-a-apli of tl”eCGon'iunity Center availablo?

Clarification or correction of theitems noted above nmust be nmade priort o
the initiation of our professional rev.iGn Correction of these tGennical errors
or deficiencies does not necessarily insure that the nomnation -A-ill-then satisfy
National Register criteria infull.

S GQ\ED





















uJ
LU

'Form 10-301
(Dec. 1968)

fi'

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

MAME
COMMON:

Rogerson's Village Historic

HISTORIC:

tOCATION

STREET AND NUM BER:

North and south sides Hartford Avenue (East)

CITY OR TOWN:

Uxbridge (North)

District

AND/OR

STATE: cope COUNTY:

M ass. 025 Worcester
MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE:

US GS Uxbridge Mass.-R. 1.
1:24,000
1953
REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

STATE
Mass
COUNTY

Worcester
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

o7/-Il zr- cns/.r wzam

CODE

027



\

IN 8
N

13XD0SNOOM
OTlwhvIvOS 1l 8999

(aNo1syovig)

W9t

o

1DUS0INOYd






[e]e]

S TRUZC

uJ

uJ
co

'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

i. NAME

DM Rogerson's Village Hiatoric District

AND/OR HISTORIC:

2. LOCATI ON

STREET AND NUMBER:

North gnd south sides Hartford 4venue (East)

CI TY OR TOWN:

FIx-hr-i rifre (North'i

STATE: cope COUNTY: [BULIES

Mass. 025 Vforcester
3 MW REFERENCE

Freehand - toidentify individual buildings

4, REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.

M ass.

COUN TY

W or cester
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

.1z~

1

T CODE

027



MA3ACHU:3ETTi - UXBRIDGE, NCRTH
ROGER:iON'8 VILLAGE

K>Y TO BUI LDI NGS

1. QGown and Eagle Mlls
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April 27, 1971

The Office of Archeol ogy and Historic
Preservation

National Park Service

801 19th Street, NW

Washington, D C 20006

Attention: Ms. Sally Marusin
REQ STERED MAI L
Dear Sirs,

Encl osed are National Register subm ssionsfor;

Fort Independence, Boston state-owned properties
Moswet uset Hurmmock, Qui ncy

Rogerson's Village, Uxbridge (North)
O own andEagle Mills, Uxbridge (North)

These have been declared eligible for subm ssion by the .Vaaeachusetts

Historical Conmmission, the State Reviev/ Board, and have been signed by

Secretary of the Commonweal th, John F. X Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts

Historical Conmission anddesignated the State Liaison officer.

Sincerely yours.

Richard W Hale, Jr.
_ Acting Chairman
RW: aw Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
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S'LterM<Haet. Med”  C2/3S

July 23, 1971

The Office of Archeol ogy and Historic
Preservation

National Park Service

801 19th Street, NW

Washi ngton, D C 20006

Attention: Ms. Sally Marusin
REQ STEHRED MAI L
Dear Sirs,

Encl osed ar e National Register subm ssions for:
Boston/ Brookline : O mnsted Park System
Arlington: O d Schwanb Mil |

subm ssion of Uxbridge (North) Rogerson's Village Historic District
including photo: Community Center

nap: identifying individual buildings

These have been declared eligible for subm ssion by the Ka& Bachusetts
Historical Coininission, theState Review Board, and have been signed by
Secretary of t he Conmonweal th, John F. X Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts
Historical Commission and designatedtheState Liaison Officer.

Sincerely yours.

Richard W Hale, Jr.
Acting Chairmn
RM aw Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE [}Ml,ssAr:2:il18CTES
Date Entered NOV 2 3 197

Neme L ocation

| ltogeEssil' 8 Villaga Historic »if»txI<?t =aisriagS (North)
L — lloseNWter Cctmty

P«lha® Tomi Ball BlcF& sle Distrlot
e Oenaty

Al'so Notified
etatfi LiaieoB C/ficer
Hon. Edward M Kennedy Hon. 3om T. X. Davoren
am, "-mxtl ~. Brook« Sawgeay of the Oamaaamalth
Wan, *>p<at F. isrinan Chairsmn, Jtesaaehusotts Kistoricai
Hon. Silvio 0. oaat« CtwaiiBson
Office df tha Secretary
Director, Northeast Region Stats noiise

R MMeansj mm 11/ 23/ 71 Bogon* .Massac'husstts 02123



Cranmonwedth of Massachusetts Office of the Secretary

M assachusts Higorica Gommisson

294 \Wshington St, Boston, Mssachusetts 02108 (617) 727-8470

27 October 1975

M. Charles Herrington

Chief of Registration

National Register Office

Office of Archeol ogy and Historic
Preservation

National Park Service

S Departnent of the Interior

18th and C Streets, NNV

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:

O October 9, 1975 the Grown and Eagle MilIls in Uxbridge, Massachusetts
suffered severe danage by fire. These mlls representedpossibly the best

inmll architecture i nthe Commonwealth, and were listed i nthe National
Regi ster on Septenber 10, 1971. Because of the destruction to the building,
we feel that it should be dropped as a separate listing i nthe National

Regi ster. Documentation concerningthe fire i s attached.

The mills would remain onthe Register, however, aspart of Rogerson's

Village (accepted NR 11/23/71), which includes the Gown and Eagle Mills
and surrounding workers' housing. Themills are still anintegral part
and important focal point of the village.

If you have any questions, please donot hesitate to contact ne.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Weslowski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

PLWJDD j d

encl osures
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By THOMAS L. MATTSON
and HELEN SHARKEY
Ot the Telegram Staff

UXBRIDGE - Fire swvept
through the Qown & Eagle
MiUs last night, leaving a hend-
hean granite skdeton of history
arching the cand-line Mumford
River off Eagt Hartford Avenue

Fire depatments from six
towns fought the blaze, which
broke out aound 8 p.m. ad
Soreed quickly dong oil-soeked
floor boards Within haf an
hour, the shingled roof cal-
lgpsed, gening flames ad
goarks in swirling amoke high
over the higtoric Ste.

The bell tower at the west end

FINAL

34 PAGES—20 CENTS

eyit

ter on eech ad ot the mill. By
820 p.m, the lagt full picture of
a town landmarkk wes be
vieved by hundreds o quiet
Soectators lining dregts o the
area. By 840, dmod dl o the
roof sedtions hed fdlen in, but
embas bang vvhmed hlgh by
the wind toward Gray Rodk

to be watched.

Trucks wee pleced & Gray
Rodk to protect that property.
The former Whitin Mill office,
row the Millhaus Office, wet of
the mill, wes nat threetened.

Traffic control ssamed to be

but ae palice officer
was heard to complan,

"They're till coming through. |
don't know where they're com-

of the Crown mill, its often-pho- ing from.” A woman motorist

tographed orangecupola lat«d
nicked by the ravages of rain,
wind, and sun, funneled flames

ly sopped a Linwood Bridge tof

Turn 10 FIRE Page 11

like an enormous Gothic chim-
ney, at times erupting in vol-*
cano-like intensity. The bell
which had called generations of
villagersto work had been sto-,
len three years ago.' e < 'V
At the et ed o the mills,
in te Eagle stion, flames
from a tower that hed lent an
architectura bdance to the
esdern bell tower and cupolg,
dlhouetted the bdlowsshaped
dde o the dructure, with an
occesod  hendhewn.  beanC'
dicking out over the eaves re-
ddting;, the ,cnimbling of the
lighter roof, ‘w -

DefiiOL
Fesivel Bes
2

\" By JOHN W. GEARAN «f,, ™fen

The Deroit Symphoy Of'



and Eagle niilh, an historic |Sor

sth Vxbridge hmdnusrk spanning tU Mumford

Tiegram Photo by THOMAS L. MATTSON
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Ito Hals FHieidly Hand' of U.SANMA P

(AP)  — Japan's
., in whose name,
ie servicemen died
‘a 11, sad last
eplores "that most
* and he thanked
for its reconstruc-

iaid he hes long
ty persondly his
le people of the-e
the friendly hand
i assgance their
;corded us for our
action, hnmediately
)st unfortunate war
plore."
1 a White House
s honor, Hirohito
Ince that "tbe story
and goodwill of the
will be retold from.

generation to generation ot h;laneﬁe;
for the rest of time.":.

The emperor arrived in Washing-
ton yesterday morning and, in wel-
commg ceremonies;, sood on a red-
carpeted platform beside President
Ford, who had fought against ffiro-
hito's forces 30 years ago. -

But all the talk-was of peace and
the emperor referred to World War
Il as the "tragicinterlude."

On an overcast day, with about 2,-
Q00 persons witnessing the welcom-

- ing ceremonies on the White House

lawn the frail, 74-year-old monarch
said:

"Our peoples withstood the chal-
lenges of one tragic interlude, when
the Pacific Ocean, symbol, of tran-
quility, was instead a rough and
stormy sea, and have built today un-
changing ties of friendship and good
will.

"I feel immeasurably gratified by- '

this happy development and look for--
ward with great anticipation to the
future of 6ur relationship.”

Y ] N

N\

By EDWARD T.McHUGH

- Telegram Boston Bureau

Pfesident Ford, who served in the'? ,

' U.S. Navyi made no reference to the

war, dwelling ijistead on the currert
era'ot peace and friendship between.
the two countries. ' .o '

"At a time when the benefits of
cooperation are mutually acclaimed
your majesty's visit symbolizes and
strengthens the ties between our two
peoples™ Ford said.

Full military honors were rendered
for the emperor who, accompanied
by his wife. Empress Nagako, ar;g<
rived here after a two-day private- -
rest stop m Williamsburg, Va.

Hirohito is the first Japanese

Turn to CAPITAL Page |

BOSTON" — House Spesker

" Thomas W. McGeg, ' DLynn,

moved last night to bresk a de-
veloping deadlock over a $330-
milllon-a-year increase in state
taxes by dropping two of the
most controversial items in the
tax package. ,

After working all day and
much of the evening to turn
around enough votes to enact a
tax incresse large enough to
bridge a $298-raillion projected
budget deficit, McGee admitted
defeat shortly before 10 p.m.

He called the House into ses-.
son and announced tliat a high-
ly unpopular sdes tax on au
clothing, estimated to brmg m
$0 million a year, would be
dropped, []" e 'u

Also dropped, he said, would™

.ieMprovision freezing local aid .

payments from the sdlestax at
the current level of SB million

have deprived city and town go”
Vernments of their only 'grbwthj
tax revenue' and Unpbs-NSSh
even higher burden on property ;
taxes.". .

Still in the proposed tax pack-
age were an increase inthe aur*
rent 3per ceiiljimited salestax ,
to 5per cent, with the addition™'
a 2per cent tax bite earmarked '
for the state, treasury,, which
would bring' in an estimated'

cano-like intensity. Tne -Deii
which had calJed generations of
villagers to work had been g0,

len three years ago. o' e

At the east end of the mills,
in the Eagle secUon, flames
from a tower that had lent an
architectural baance to the
eastern bell tower and cupola,
silhouetted the bellows-shaped
sde of the structure, with an
occasonal  hand-hewn  beam
sticking out over the eaves, re-
sisting the crumblmg of the
lighter roof.

Along the main length of the
mills, between the lower ex-
tremities, the fire glowed be
hind empty window-frames
which only yesterday <UlI en-
cased unfinished glass panes
with blurs and whirls marking
them as products of an early-
American craftsmanship.

No explanation of the cause of
the fire was available last night,
as firefighters continued 1o tight
the blaze into the early hours of
today. A neighbor said two fires

in the mills had been put out_
de ' -within the past three months.”

Boy Scouts meeting at iii”. |

HBrogréssye Club across Whitin-
PoniJ sighted a small area of

flames at the eastern end of the

mills alound 8. . -s .is,
* Fire soon engulfed the enture
structure. ¢

Two aerial ladders, from MiU-
ville and Uxbridge, trained wa-

-eitVifIB «

Ddrot pu,

2 Qdedss

By JOHN W. GEARAN
Of the Telegram Staff

The Detroit Symphony Or-
chestra has canceled its engage-
ment to play the Worcester Mu-
sc Festival and plans are in the
works to engage the Rhode |s-
land Philharmonic Orchestra
and the Hartford Symphony Or-
chestra lo take its place.

Detroit was forced lo bow out
as labor negotiations with its
musicians have broken down. It
withdrew from concerts sched-
uled in Boston, New 'York and
Washington along with shelving
the music festival from Oct. 20
to Oct. 25 a Worcester Me-
morial Auditorium.

Mrs. Stasa B. Hovenesian,'.
executive director of the Wor-"
cester County Music Assoc-"
iation, the festival's sponsor,
said yesterday the Detroit ap-
pearance had been scrapped,
and that "two Eastern seaboard

Turn lo DETROIT Page 11
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snieeese s frginid firm
Plants at Fi

signed to yield an additional $31".
million; increases in uicome
taxes on the sdf=employed and
on unearned income from cap-
ital gains, dividends and non-
savings bank, interest designed '
to bring in an additional $3
.million; elimination of the ex-

" emptiorr'ot .meals costing less,

than $i "froin7thE'gtate's 8 per”
cent meab tii;eexpected sBs
yield about $80 million,’and m-

FITCHBURG - The James
River Corp. of Virginia has ac-

Fitehbirg. ['«”;',/]""*orn°®lSA*
the former mill 1 frii x-

- quired the Fitchburg properties" yerhaeuser Co.in 1972.., -.
of. Weyerheeuser .- Massach!tj|"Y Weyerhaeuser, with heedtf

setts. Inc.. a subsidiary of thi*» \ej]j

;- AN

Affected bv the sale are mills '

Weyerhaeuser Co. -

Tacoma, Wash., had'
*irqSired"til? plants operated BYy'
(f,~ former Crocker. Burbank 1
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A great hilMmgipaH of our heritage, up in smoke.

e o

o8, N, BRI A RCHITECTUREIROBERT CAMIPRELT.

flames the night of OcL 9.

Thf Crown and Eagle
Mill in North Uxbridgein
recent years had become
something of a cult object
among arthttects and pres-
ervationists. Someone d-
ways seemed |o have a plan
for a new use that would
save it — a museum, a
crafts center, finally
state-funded apartment
complex.

None of the plans ever
seemed to go through. Like
Hubert Humphrey, the
Crown and Eagle never
mede it, but never ssemed
to go away either.

A

It wa generally regarded

mill _in New
England both in its archi-

tecture and m its amazing
state of preservation. Us
loss was al least equal, &
far as damage 1o our cultur-
d and edheiic heritage is
concerned, lo the loss of,
>ay, Park Street Church.

The fire got little cover-
age in the media, a messure
o the fact thai we still
don't appreciate the .monu-
menls of Americas Indus-
trial Age as we appreciate
al those Colonial, Federal.
and Greek Reviva hc-ses
and banks.

At the time of the fire, a
development to

save the m”| seamed final-
ly to be fitting together.
With grants from the Na
tional Park Service and the
Massachusetts ~ Historical
Commission, with a closed
mortgage from the Massa
chusetts Housing Finance
Agency, the current owner]
architect Bernard Healy,
was ready to move. The
Crown and Eagle burned
just 13 days before con-
struction was scheduled to
start on its renovation. It
was to become 65 apart-
ments in a setting of re-
stored waterways and park-

land, a place lolive of enor-
mous beauty, drama and
dignity, and at the same
time a vivid reminder of a
way of life long gone.
There are 0 many ironies
in Crown and Eagje's story,
The Village of Old Stur-
bridge, a harmless but inau-
thentic assemblage of mis-
mated buildings a few
miles away, purchased the
Crown and Eagles ma
chine-shop equipment—still
jj, place just as it had been
jefr when the mill closed
half a century ago — and
plans to install this equip-
ment in another mill that
will be moved to Old Stur-

jrrn A AAN ANAQN-

~ppjityt.

Why do we go to such
lengths to create these fake
museums while we let the
real thing fall apart?

No relocated mill in Old
Sturbridge Village is ever
going to give you a ghost of
the sense of place, of pride
in what was then America's
Aghging  industrial  age
AN Crown and Eagle

Formal and assured as
A Renaissance chateau, its
AN A granite buildings (the
AAN AN named for England,

the Eagle, for America)
stood on opposite banks of
the river, connected by a
third building of brick,
added later, that boldly
spans the river to tie the
whole complex together"
into a balanced, frontal
composition.

Everyone seems to agree
thai the fire was no acci-
dent, but no one has any
idea who did it or why.
Wes' it for kicks? Those
who saw the night fire say
it made a beautiful display,
with the final crashing of
the flaming cupola provid-
ing agrace note.

No one knows what will

happen now. As of today,
ail those involved hope to

go ahead with the renova-
tion, even though the floors
and floor beams are gone
and many walls are dam-
aged. A great deal turns on
whether' the Massachusptts
Housing Finance Agency,
brutalized by the bond mar-
ket, aready far' short of
having enough funds for
other commitments, will
feel able to stand by the
Cfown and Eagle.

At the recent national
convention in Boston of the
National Trust for Historic
PreservallonA one of the

most applauded and moving
presentations was a film,
"Work Places. about
American industrial build-
"N and the problems of
finding new uses for them.
Annn - JohnXaryl
. Society for Industri-
g, Aj-cheology.' The film
happened to be shown the
day after the fire, and. &
the lights went down, there
the screen was the
Crown and Eagle, floating
behind the film's titles. It
had chosen & the
symbol of its age. Another
irony.

Maybe, if all ese fails,
someone can find enough
money to brace what's left
of the walls and leave the
building a a preserved
ruin, an American Tincern
Abbey or Elgin Cathedral, a
reminder of our failure to
preserve 0 much of ourin-
dustrial heritage.

The Crown and Eagle Mill
(upper photn), generaly re-
garded & the best of its
genre, & it stood astride
the Mumford River in North
Uxbridge before fire virtu-
aly destroyed it. The ques
tion now is what happens to
the charred remains (lower
photo)—restoration, remov-
a or just a little reverence
for the ruins? (Randolph
Langebach photos)
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Hrs. Elizabeth Asadon

ExMeutive Director

Massj i chusetts Historical Com sslon
29A Vshi ngton Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Ddir Bettys
The destrtictlon by flr« of the Crom and Eagle flllls I n Uxbridge,
M assachusetts, lias been brought to our attention by Pat Wedmraki
of your staff. Wehav« accordingly removed the property froratite
national Seglater although the jallls r<~In within the boimdariea

SESSES»»'N Village Historic DIs?r|”, listed in the Katlonal
laglster, Hovoobs 1971.

Sincerely yotirs,

[(Sgd.l William J. Murtadli

Wlllaffi J. Mirtagh
Keeper of the Hatiooal Riigiater

bce:  Regional Director, North Atlantic Region
Director's Reading File
I FRwcy inc

AN\P. Wandl r dph: 11/ 5/ 75 BAS C FILE RETANED I N IR
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