FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

IMASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 128'CBD'

Office Ol the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town W or cester

Address 53Q~5ij-0 Main Street
Name The Enterprise Building

Present use commercial/offices
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form'

Photo number
Present owner Albert J. Vuona

50 Main Street
3. Description:

Date 1900

' Source building notice

Style Beaux Arts Classical
4, Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Fuller < Delano
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric " buff brick

Outbuildings (describe) none
Other features two-bay facade, recesse

bay w ndows, varied classical
ornament - swags, cartouches,
dentilled cornice

mid-20th
Altered store front Date century
Moved no Date - ,
.UTH 5 Lot "dzee Assessors' Boot 3, P.19A
ia/lZfe©700M6Z2300- . l-ot 12 21476 sq.ft.
' ‘ OG acre or less Over one acre
Approximate frontage 28«

Approximate distance of building from street
\%
6. ,Recorded by B.R. Pfeiffer o,
Organization Wore. Heritage Pres. Soc

Date Noveraber 1977

(over)



7. Original owner (if known) Williara H. Dexter

Original us commercial /offices

Subsequent uses (if ay) ad dates Same

8 Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal v Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ "' Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commej:ce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Recently steamclean<M and returned to itsoriginal appearance, the
Enterprise Building isa five-storey brick row building, opulently trinmed
with Beaux Arts Classical decoration. Arong the building's nmany fine
details are carved |imestone cartouches (fourth storey), terracottaw ndow
surrounds and swag panels (fifth storey) and a deep, pressed metal cornice.

Marked on the 1911 Atlas of the City of Worcester as the "Enterprise
Buil ding", #538 Main Street stands out from it sneighbors for the opul ence
of itsclassical omanent. The basis for the identification of this
building's architect conmes fromthree sources: first, a building notice
in Septenber of 1900 for a "brick addition" estiraatedto cost $10,000 to
be built for Wlliam H Dexter and designed by Puller & Del ano; second,
fromthe increased real estate assessment for a building at this |ocation
from $6,500 in 1900-to $11,500 in 1902 (the assessnent on the land re=
mai ned the sane at $22,300); and third, by the lack of any additions or
major alterationsnade to Dexter's neighboring properties (all have the
sane plans in 1896 and 1911). Based on the foregoing, it seens |ikely
that the use of the word addition in the notice 1s either a mstake or a
confused description based on Dexter's ownership of neighboring properties.
Dexter, wo was active in the comrercial devel opment of Franklin Square
(now Federal Plaza) was al so the owner of the Franklin Building (also
known as the Dexter Building - Forra 130 CBD-144)«

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early naps, etc.)

Engi neering Record, vol. XLII, Sept. 15, 1900, p.262 (building notice)
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



