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7. Description

The Bogl e-Wal ker House i sa large ca. 1806 two-and-a-half story, gable-roofed,

center-chimney, clapboarded farmhouse. |t i san excellent exanple of a

preval ent house design that matured during themddle of the eighteenth
century, and was still being built i nrural communities west of Boston through
the first decade of thenineteenth century.

The main house i sorganized on a typical two-roomdeep rectangular plan of
front sitting rooms and rear kitchen at thefirst story, bedrooms at the

second. The understated architectural detail isinthesimple vernacular
idiom that was common i nfarmhouses i nthe Sudbury area during the Federal
period. | nspite of some m nor changes, most features of thehouse are i n

good repair and appear tobe i ntheir original state. Two one-story additions
are associated with theproperty's transition from a one- to two-family
dwelling, and illustrate a century-long evolutionthat i stypical of
nineteenth-century farmhouses i nthe Sudbury area. The earlier addition, a
low one-story el | situated parallel tothemin house and bisecting the
northeast rear corner, was added ca. 1850-1850, and today contains a kitchen,

woodshed, and rear entry vestibule. A slightly higher west ell, built in
1902, has a second kitchen and woodshed, and contains both a pantry and a rear
privy. | nspite of theloss of an early nineteenth-century barn and it sca.

1900 successor, two | ow, gable-roofed outbuildings, portions of which may be
as ol das thehouse, make a significant contribution tothecharacter ofthe
property. The three farmstead structures together with their immediate
surroundings retain integrity of location, design, setting, materials,

wor kmanshi p, feeling, and association, meeting Criteria A and C ofthe
National Register on thelocal level.

The house sits on thelower slope of Goodman's Hill, facing south over an
open, stone-wall-linedfront yard toa sloping open field, meadow and woods
across theroad, where itspredecessor, theca. 1720s Thonas Bogl e House, was
located. A lowgrassed hill rises just east of thehouse, thesite ofthe
former Wal ker barns at it sbase. All that i sleft of an early
nineteenth-century barn i sthesmaller of thetwo sheds. Formerly attached to

the early barn, and later toitsca. 1900 successor, i tnow stands alone i n
its original position about sixty feet east of thehouse. U theslope behind
it, northeast of thehouse, i sthesecond outbuilding. The north and west

portions of theproperty are dotted with apple trees remaining from the former
farm orchard, two of them standing at therubble foundation of a ca. 1900 hen

(continued)
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on higher ground just across theroad, and tore down theoriginal farmhouse.
Timber for theframe of t henew house was hauled by oxen from |land that he
owned i nFitzwilliam New Hanmpshire. According tofamily tradition, at l|east
portions of thetwo extant outbuildings, a carriage/ m | kwagon house and a
wagon shed, were constructed at about thesane time as thehouse, along with a
substantial barn that burned down i n 1900.

Rowand Bogle married Elizabeth Goodnow of Sudbury i n1760. They had four
daughters and one son, Francis, who married Patty Hemenway of Fram ngham
Francis died i n1817, five years before hi sfather, and i n1826, after Rowand
Bogle's death, thefarm was purchased by Azariah Walker (b. 1798,) husband of
Francis and Patty's daughter, M randa. Azariah, whose ancester Thonmas Wal ker
was teaching school i nSudbury as early as 1664, nanaged the farm until hi s
death some time between 1855 and 1865. The east el | of t he house, apparently
added for thepurpose of making i tinto a double house, was built ca.
1850-1860, and nmay be associated with theestablishment of two households here
after Azariah's death.

During the second half of thenineteenth century under t he managenent of
Azariah and Mranda's son Dea. Francis F. Wal ker (1836-1931) the farms
operations expanded greatly, and included dairying, poultry raising, fruit
growing, and market gardening. | ntheearly part of thetwentieth century,
the Wal ker Farmwas still one of thefive largest producers of fruit,
vegetables, and dairy products i nthe Sudbury area. Thousands of baskets of
grapes were harvested by local high school boys, and ol der Sudbury residents
still remenmber bushels of apples, tomatoes, corn, and grapes being takento
the Boston market by horse and wagon. The property was owned and worked
continuously by Wal ker descendants until 1983, when i twas still providing
vegetables and eggs for thelocal market. The homestead, now reduced to the
present 4.58 acres, i sstill under Wal ker family ownership.

In al | generations the Bogles and Wal kers who lived here were hardworking,
honest, and god-fearing farmers. Following i nthe steps of Thomas Bogle, they
performed significant service totheir comrunity, as well. Prior to the
building of thepresent house, Rowand Bogle had served as a Lieutenant i n the
Revol utionary War and held theposition of Town Constable. Although Azariah
had been a menber of theBaptist society, Francis Wal ker devoted his timeto
the Congregational Church, of which he was clerk for 54 years, a Deacon for 35
years, and superintendent of t he Sunday School. The length of his civic
service shows a commitment tothetown as deep as that tohi schurch: he was

(continued)
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July 7, 1992

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear M. Shull:
Encl osed you will find the following nomnation form

Bogl e- Wl ker House, 55 and 62 Goodman's Hill Road, Sudbury (M ddlesex County),
Massachusetts, 01776.

The nom nation was voted eligible bythe State Review Board and has been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and
were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Diredli;or
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

encl osure

cc: Marjorie A Wl ker
Burton Hol mes, Sudbury Historic District Conmi ssion
Marilyn MacLean, Chairperson, Sudbury Historical Comm ssion
David Wallace, Chairman, Sudbury Board of Sel ectnen
Anne McCarthy Forbes, Preservation Consultant

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, Stde Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 2116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. (Connolly, Secretary






