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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hospital Reservation Historic District is located in the northwesterly section of
the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard west of the Radio Station and Officers' Row Historic
Districts and east of the Marine Reservation Historic District. The facility was
established at this location in 1909. At its period of maximum historical development
(the last major hospital building was constructed in 1942), the district contained the
following major buildings in addition to those included in this nomination. The
properties in this list no longer remain:

(1} Main Hospital Building (1911,1924): +£wo story with basement Grick complex with
Neo-Classical detailing.

(2) Recreation building (1920): two story vernacular wood frame structure with
basement; to the west was a yard cemetery which was relocated to the Presidio
in San Francisco, California.

(3) Navy Female Nurse Corps Quarters (1921): two story wood frame vernacular
structure.

(4) Three Isolation Buildings (1915): their design is unknown. They were located
to the east of the main hospital building. Other smaller buildings were
constructed in this area and all (except for one isolation building) were
eventually connected to the main hospital building.

The six buildings located within this district were historically the quarters for the
Commanding Officer of the Naval Hospital Reservation, the dormitory for the hosrital
corpsmen, the sick officers quarters, quarters for the medical corps and two serarate
quarters for pharmacists. The dormitory for hospital corpsmen and the sick officers
quarters are the two surviving buildings of the main hospital complex and are sited in
a suburban setting of lawn and shrubs with adjacent parking lots. The remaining

four quarters are sited with yard space of Tawn, native trees and shrubs.

With the exception of Quarters W (Facility No. 646), which is a wood frame building
with Neo-Classical influences, the buildings located in this district are of brick
construction with distinctive Georgian Revival composition and detail. The feeling

and association related to the Hospital Reservation Historic District has been
compromised in part by major alterations to the original utility building for the
hospital (Facility No. 437, 1936), also located within the district area, and two newer
(post World War II) quarters buildings (Mos. 885 and 942},
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hospital Reservation Historic District is significant because it contains the only
pre-World War II buildings representative of this furction within the Fuget Sound

Naval Shipyard Shcre Facility. Censtructed between 1923 arnd 1942, the buildings in this
district symbolize the United States traditional commitment to adequate medical care

%nd to the Navy Department's need to provide adequate housing for those whao perform that
unction.

Medical service was first established at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard in 1895, when
Past Assistant Surgeon General James Stoughton set up Sick Quarters aboard the U.S.S.
Nipsic. This ship was used as offices and quarters while permanent buildings were being
constructed on land. 1In 1901, the Surgeon General recommended that a hospital building
be built at the yard as the closest one was located in Seattle. Construction began the
following year and by 1903, the shipyard had a two-story sixteen bed hospital. It was
located west of Drydock No. 1 and south of the original location of the Marine
Reservation. By 1907, the Surgeon General was requesting the removal of this hospital
from its Tlocation so close to the industrial yard because of the outbreak of contageous
diseases among yard persornel and workers. "A site was chosen atop the westarn ridge for
a new hospital, but ambitious plans had to be modified before work finally began in
1909. The brick hospital, consisting of three buildings connected by solaria, was
completed in January 1911, but was not opened until the following January when funds
became available to ecuip it." (Reh. Vol.I,p.27) The older building was moved irto
Bremerton,

This hospital building became the focal point for the Hospital Reservation. between
World War I and World War II, an array of buildings reflecting. the needs of medical
service were constructed. These included a recreation hall constructed by the American
Red Cross for the Naval Hospital (1920), nurses aquarters (1921), quarters for the
Commanding Officer of the Hospital Reservation (1923), the medical officers (1923),
pharmacists (1926) and hospital! corpsmen (1936) and sick officers quarters (1942). The
hospital building itself was also enlarged during this period of time. The construction
of personnel and officers auarters was considered essential to the navy's ability to
provide good medical care. Prior to 1921, the nurses were living a mile outside the
yard in a building which contained a motion picture theater and billiard hall.

Medical officers were refusing commissions in the navy because of the lack of suitable
housing. At Puget Sound, they were living in basement rooms in Bremerton or were
commuting from seattle,

The expansion of the Hospital Reservation paralleled the expansion of needed medical
services at the shipyard. When the first hospital building was constructed in 1903,
there had been only one death at the yard due to the unwise consumption of wood alcohal.
Medical service only applied to shipyard workers, personnel on the receiving ship and
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The Hospital Reservation Historic District is located to the east of the Marine
Reservation Historic District with road access along Dewey Street. The northern
boundary is approximately Mahan Avenue, the northern boundary of the yard. The
properties are located within the following Puget Sound Naval Shipyard grid
references: E 36, E 38, F 36, I 36 and J 37.
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on the Marine Reservation. 1In 1907, only 225 patients were treated. By 1920, the
number had increased to 1,515. By World War II, medical treatment had expanded to

navy personnel and their dependents stationed throughout the Puget Sound region. The
Hospital Reservation continued to perform this function as a part of the naval shore
facility until 1980. At that time a new hospital was established outside the boundaries
of the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard at Jackson Park. Over time, the brick hospital
building, as well as other hospital-related buildings constructed prior to World War II,
have been demolished.







































