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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL fif known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wapsipinicon Mill is a five story graduated basilica form 
structure with round and segmental arched windows, bracketed 
roof, a stone foundation and brick walls. The fine masonry 
work and classic design distinguish this mill building from 
others of less imposing scale and less durable materials.

Dimensions are 112 feet (long) x 62 feet (wide) x 102 feet (high).

Originally intended as a woolen mill, the Wapsi Mill, as it is 
called locally, still houses a water wheel, an old stone burr mill 
and wooden augurs, once used to carry flour to sackers.

Part of the foundation belonged to an earlier (1854) structure. 
Today the Wapsi Mill stands unaltered from its construction in 
1867 and is still in use for livestock feeds.
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This mill, although over 100 years old, still retains its 
machinery, much of it in working order. Some of the 
machines still to be found in the mill include:

1. A cleaner through which corn was run to produce "pearl 
corn meal". Similar machines were used to make buckwheat 
flour, cracked corn meal and regular wheat flour.

2. A cleaner-separator which removed hulls and other materials 
from wheat. j

3. A burr mill which once used power provided by a water 
wheel to grind flour.

4. The pulley mechanism---part of which is still in use.

5. A grading machine used to separate different types of grain
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Wl 1Built in 1867 the imposing Wapsipinicon Mill is still infuse and in 
good condition. Much interest has been expressed for its preservation 
and in the words of a local citizen, "This is one of the oldest 
buildings in Independence and is still structurally sound. Independence 
has had the misfortune to lose older buildings either to fire or the 
bulldozer and we need to keep this historic site for future generations 
to enjoy."

An earlier mill building (1854) was built on the site and parts of its 
foundation were used for this 1867 structure. Originally named the 

Haven Mills, the Wapsi Mill was intended as a woolen mill. It 
was owned and operated by^Sanford Clark and Samuel Sherwood, local 
entrepreneurs responsible for the expansion to a feed mill in 1867.

In 1915 the Wapsi Mill secretly provided electricity for a local hotel 
for lower than city electricity rates. Upon discovery of the mill's 
capacity to produce electricity, the City of Independence used this 
facility as a source for the entire city. The mill even then and for 
another 25 years continued to accomodate the needs of livestock feeders 
and the city's electric power units both.
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