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850 Cherry Ave.
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STATE
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REGISTRY OF DEEDs.ETc County Assessor
STREET & NUMBER

109 8th Street Suite 207
CITY. TOWN
Glenwood Springs

STATE

CO 81601
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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
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CHECK ONE
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—ALTERED

CHECK ONE

X_ORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED HATF NA

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rifle Main Post Office is a square brick building with 
classically inspired Colonial Revival detailing. It has a 
hipped slate roof, and retains much of its original interior 
detailing in the public lobby.

LOCAL CONTEXT

Rifle was founded as a trading center in 1882, and grew 
substantially with the discovery of coal, vanadium, and 
uranium. A large experimental oil shale plant is located 
west of the town. Rifle contains a number of late-19th and 
early-20th century red brick sandstone structures. There are 
no designated historic districts in the community.

The Main Post Office is centrally located one block north of 
the principal commercial street in Rifle.

A topographic survey dated 3/22/39 showed the following 
structures on the site: two one-story frame houses; one 
two-story frame house; and miscellaneous frame sheds, 
garages, and coal houses. There are no known archaeologic or 
paleontologic sites within or adjacent to the site. Basement 
construction has probably eliminated any trace of previous 
structures.

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building appears to be in excellent condition and both it 
and the grounds are being well maintained. All of the 
original fixtures excepting the interior lights are in the 
building.

The building and foundation are of red brick. There is a 
slate roof. The lobby floor is terrazzo with travertine 
wainscotting and wooden paneling. The workroom floor is 
linoleum.

The building is roughly square, with the main entrance facing 
west. It is one story with a full basement. Both the public
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lobby and the exterior of the building have a number of 
features associated with the American Colonial Revival. 
These include: interior molding brick dentils along the 
entrance vestibule and the cornice; and entrance with leaded 
glass adjacent to the door, wooden fluted columns, a band 
above the front door with thirteen stars, a large cast eagle 
fronting the transom, and brass and copper lanterns flanking 
the front steps.

There is also a mural painted on canvas and mounted over the 
Postmaster's office door. It is entitled "Colorado 
Landscape" and was painted in 1942, by George Vander Sluis. 
No information on Mr. Vander Sluis was available in the 
standard artist reference works consulted.
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SPECIFIC DATES 1940
BUILDER/ARCHITECT OSA/Louis A. Simon, Sup.

Architect
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rifle Main Post Office is the most detailed and complete 
of any of the five known small Colonial Revival influenced 
post offices in Colorado.

ARCHITECTURE

American Colonial style detailing continues to be popular, 
especially in residential architecture, throughout the East 
and Mid-West. It is much less common in the western and 
southwestern states. The Rifle Post Office is the finest 
example of the use of Colonial Revival detailing on any post 
office in Colorado. The quality of the workmanship and the 
complexity of the architectural detailing is exceptional for 
a post office constructed as late as 1940. The building is 
also in essentially its original condition.

The original plans indicate that the structure was 
constructed by Joseph Sebacher Construction Company of 
Abilene, Kansas.



EjjMAIOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
None Known.

3GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY . 

UTM REFERENCES

+.38 acres

A| 1.31 |2|6.Q|7.4P| 14.317,913.8.01
ZONE EASTING NORTHING
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ZONE EASTING NORTHING
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lots 20 through 24 of Block G, original Rifle Townsite. 
(See attached nap)

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE 

NA

STATE 

NA

CODE

NA
CODE

NA

COUNTY

NA
COUNTY

NA

CODE

NA
CODE

NA

QJFORM PREPARED BY
NAME/ TITLE

Paul R. Secord, Vice President/H. James Kolva
ORGANIZATION Institute for Urban 

Beland/Associates, Inc./and Local Studies
DATE

August 1984/August 1985
STREETS NUMBER TELEPHONE

16 S. Oakland Ave.,. Suite 204/W. 705 1st. Ave. (818)796-80937(509)458-621S
CITY OR TOWN

Pasadena /Spokane
STATE

CA 91101/WA: 99204

CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

YES 7^ NO___ i/N^NE.

ATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

In compliance with Executive Order 11 593,1 hereby nominate this property to the National Register, certifying that the State 
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90/Jay\in which to present the nomination to the State Review Board and to 
evaluate its significance. The evaluated level of sigrttficaAc^is __Najjjcmert _JLstate __Local. 
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE Vy / ^LeKc________________________

TITLE Director, Office of Real Estate DATE
December 17, 1985

I NIMBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY JS INCLUDED IN TH€ NATIONAL REGISTER

DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGYAfib HISTORIC PRESERVATION / 
ATTEST: DATE

GPO 899-214
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