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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rifle Main Post Office is a square brick building with
classically inspired Colonial Revival detailing. It has a
hipped slate roof, and retains much of its original interior
detailing in the public lobby.

LOCAL CONTEXT

Rifle was founded as a trading center in 1882, and grew
substantially with the discovery of coal, vanadium, and
uranium. A large experimental oil shale plant is located
west of the town. Rifle contains a number of late-19th and
early-20th century red brick sandstone structures. There are
no designated historic districts in the community.

The Main Post Office is centrally located one block north of
the principal commercial street in Rifle.

A topographic survey dated 3/22/39 showed the following
structures on the site: two one-story frame houses; one
two-story frame house; and miscellaneous frame sheds,
garages, and coal houses. There are no known archaeologic or
paleontologic sites within or adjacent to the site. Basement
construction has probably eliminated any trace of previous
structures.

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building appears to be in excellent condition and both it
and the grounds are being well maintained. All of the
original fixtures excepting the interior lights are in the
building.

The building and foundation are of red brick. There is a
slate roof. The lobby floor is terrazzo with travertine
wainscotting and wooden paneling. The workroom floor is
linoleum.

The building is roughly square, with the main entrance facing
west. It is one story with a full basement. Both the public
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lobby and the exterior of the building have a number of
features associated with the American Colonial Revival.
These include: interior molding brick dentils along the
entrance vestibule and the cornice; and entrance with leaded
glass adjacent to the door, wooden fluted columns, a band
above the front door with thirteen stars, a large cast eagle
fronting the transom, and brass and copper lanterns flanking
the front steps.

There is also a mural painted on canvas and mounted over the
Postmaster's office door. It is entitled "Colorado
Landscape'" and was painted in 1942, by George Vander Sluis.
No information on Mr. Vander Sluis was available in the
standard artist reference works consulted.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rifle Main Post Office is the most detailed and complete
of any of the five known small Colonial Revival influenced
post offices in Colorado.

ARCHITECTURE

American Colonial style detailing continues to be popular,
especially in residential architecture, throughout the East
and Mid-West. It is much less common in the western and
southwestern states. The Rifle Post Office is the finest
example of the use of Colonial Revival detailing on any post
office in Colorado. The quality of the workmanship and the
complexity of the architectural detailing is exceptional for
a post office constructed as late as 1940. The building is
also in essentially its original condition.

The original plans indicate that the structure was
constructed by Joseph Sebacher Construction Company of

Abilene, Kansas.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Iots 20 through 24 of Block G, original Rifle Townsite.
(See attached map)
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Source: Sanborn Map, Rifle Colorado,

May 1939, 1943 revision, page 2.




