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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 

The Brockton City H a l l s i t s on a three-quarter acre triangular shaped block i n ' 
downtown Brockton, and i s bounded by School Street, East Elm Street and City | 
Hall Square. I t was b u i l t i n 1892-94 to plans drawn by Wesley Lyng Minor. 

The City Hall i s constructed of yellow b r i c k , with a high stone faced granite > 
basement with battered walls, and t e r r a cotta and brownstone decorative t r i m on ! 
the upper stor i e s . The two and a h a l f story building i s symmetrical i n plan along 
i t s east-west axis, but the elevations have irregular massing, and the ro o f l i n e 
i s broken. The long north and south elevations are eight bays wide, with four bays 
projecting i n steps from the base w a l l . A shallow projectirig pavilion on the three ; 
bay west elevation emphasizes the entrance, and a f i v e story c i r c u l a r tower adorns 
the east elevation. 

There are three doorways i n the bu i l d i n g , one each on the north, south, and west ! 
elevations. Each of the doorways i s topped by a Romanesque round arch with elab- j 
orately carved vouffioira. Short clustered engaged columns with i n t r i c a t e l y carved \ 
capitals and entablature support the deeply recessed arches. The doorways are a l l j 
set half i n the high basement story and hal f i n the f i r s t story. The top of the . ] 
columns i n the entranceway marks the d i v i s i o n between these two stories, and t h i s 
line i s carried around the building by a round brownstone moulding, which rests on ! 
top of the granite foundation. Another b e l t course, consisting of a two foot high ] 
terra cotta panel decorated with s t y l i z e d foliage extends around the building at | 
the level of the springing point of the arches over the f i r s t f l o o r windows. A ; 
t h i n s t r i n g course encircles the building at the base of the windows of the second 
f l o o r , i d e n t i c a l to the one d i r e c t l y over the skew backed brick l i n t e l s of the i 
second f l o o r windows. A heavy modillioned cornice above a row of dentils forms i 
a visual base for the hipped roof. There are three Richardsonian dormers with 
conical roofs, and a gable end facing outwards, on both the'notth and south elevations. 
The gables are decorated with clusters of long cylinders formed out of brick and 
have windows set,in each of two quarter c i r c u l a r recessed panels i n the gable end. 

A massive f i v e story tower with a steeply pitched hip roof rises from the north 
elevation. The tower i s decorated with t e r r a cotta panels and slender engaged 
columns and has round headed arched windows i n the section which rises above the 
roo f l i n e of the building. A clock face graces three sides of the tower near the 
top, and the steeply pitched roof contains a round dormer topped by a cartouche i n 
each side. A small platform on top of the tower holds meteorological instruments 
and serves as an observation point for the U.S. Weather Bureau. 

A three and a half story c i r c u l a r tower i s centered on the east elevation. I t has 
alternating stories of arched windows and windows with f l a t l i n t e l s . A row of ' 
circu l a r windows set between ornamental swags and garlands i s located j u s t below the 
cornice, and battlements encircle the top of the tower. I 

The i n t e r i o r of the City Hall contains some features of particular note. The grand . j 
corridor, running east and west on the axis of symmetry of the buil d i n g , i s 108 feet i 
long, twenty-two feet wide and eighteen feet high. The corridor contains a series of h 
f i f t e e n paintings depicting scenes from the C i v i l War which were executed by Richard *jj 
Holland and Mortimer Lamb i n 1893 and are considered to be excellent examples of t h i s ,'I 
kind of painting. y 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Brockton City H a l l , b u i l t i n 1892, was the f i r s t permanent home of the Brockton 
City government. From the time the c i t y was incorporated i n 1821 u n t i l the con­
struction of the present building, the c i t y government moved from one rented s i t e 
to another. Thus t h i s building marks a time of s i g n i f i c a n t commitment i n Brock­
ton's development. The City Hall i s also s i g n i f i c a n t as an architectural landmark 
i n Brockton, and for the quality and quantity of i t s paintings of the C i v i l War. 

When the c i t y decided to b u i l d a permanent home for t h e i r governmental functions 
they hired a Brockton arc h i t e c t , Wesley Lyng Minor, to design the building. Minor 
was born i n Louisiana i n 1852 and moved to Brockton i n 1882. He designed many of 
the f i n e s t homes i n Brockton, mostly for the owners of the shoe factories which 
housed Brockton's main industry. The cornerstone for the building was l a i d on 
May 30, 1892, and the building was dedicated and opened on September 24, 1894. 
The opening of the building was celebrated with a huge parade, and the Honorable 
Frederick Greenhalge, Governor of Massachusetts, was the p r i n c i p a l speaker. After 
the opening f e s t i v i t i e s the guests were taken by e l e c t r i c car to the dining h a l l 
at the Brockton Fair Grounds where a dinner for 250 people was held. The opening 
of t h i s building, a massive, ornate structure, reflected the pride of the citizens 
of Brockton and the wealth the c i t y had acquired through the shoe industry. 

The City Hall i s a d i s t i n c t a r c h i t e c t u r a l landmark i n Brockton. There are no other 
buildings i n the c i t y from that period b u i l t on the same scale and with such 
lavish attention to d e t a i l . The large C i v i l War paintings i n the grand corridor, 
excellent examples of t h i s genre of painting, add to the a r t i s t i c significance 
of the building. 

The City Hall i s s t i l l an important part of Brockton's urban environment. The c i t y 
government i s actively interested i n restoring the c i t y h a l l , and has established 
the building as a p r i o r i t y for the r e v i t a l i z a t i o n of the downtown area. Brockton, 
li k e many other New England i n d u s t r i a l towns, has lost most of i t s factories and 
has gone through an extended period of decline i n the c i t y center. The City Hall, 
an expression of the pride and wealth which Brockton once had, i s an important 
focal point i n the present e f f o r t to bring the c i t y back to l i f e and to help the 
c i t y change to meet the needs of i t s present population. 
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So ê.r̂ r̂ .lle 
lliddleaex County 

Lee 
Berkehlro Cotjnty 

UsydcTJvllle, Tcvn of ^HlXismaburz 
Eaapshira County 

Brockton 
Plymouth County 

KorvTcll 
Plymouth County 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Hon. Edvard W. Brooke 
Hon. Silvio 0. Conte 
Bon. Tliopaa P. O'llelll, Jr. 
Hon. Jaues A, Burke 

Regional Director, North Atlantic 
Region 

(_PR̂  MOTT:djb 4/5/76 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
>!r8. Elli'.abeth C Amadon 
Executive Director, llaaeschusetts 

Historical CorTilsolon 
294 Washin-ttoti Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

I N T : 2SS0-7S 



L REGISTER DATA SHEET 
T ( g ) O T H E R N A M E S - . 

0^5 ' ^ r o c k 

. ^ ^ 2 6 - : 

y ; I c o u n t y c o d e ' 

76 023 
.TION street & number 
School S t . 

t & niynl cyey I t own 
Jrockton 

v i c i n i t y of ^ c o u n t y 
' • ' l^ymouth 

(g)NPS REGION: 

North A t l a n t i c 
(OWNER DPRIVUTE DSTATi UNICIPAL DCOUNTY •MULTIPLE •FEDERUtoncy name)_ 

g ) EXISTING SURVEYS DHABS DHAER D N H L I ^ F U N D E D ? QYES B U O ( S ) C O N G R E S S . DISTRICT / / 

wrik 

S O U R C E of N O M I N A T I O N 

[ ( g l A D M I N I S T R A T O R . . 

W A T E • FEDERAL 

^WlttUN NATltMAl m m \ t lAKOMAKX? )AC«EA6t .IS-
if state who prepared form? 

DLOCAL DPRIVATE ORGAKIZATION 

1 ^ CONDITION 
• excel lent 
Elgood 
• f a i r 

• deteriorated 
• r u i n s 
• unexposed 
• unexcavated 

jE(aItered ^ o r i g i n a l si te 
• unaltered • m o v e d 
• reconstructed G u n k n o w n 
• excavated 

( ^ f e a t u r e s : ^SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 a^̂ UBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 wOSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT - 3 
?GNOT INTACT-O 

;^GUNKN0WN-4 
^GNOT APPLICABLE-7 

2 G NOT INTACT-O 

I^G UNKNOWN-5 

2GN0T APPLICABLE-8 

OQNOT INTACT - O 

^ U N K N O W N - 6 

5 a NOT APPLICABLE - 9 

^ A C C E S S ^ Y E S - R e s t r i c t e d • YES-Un res t r i c t ed D No Access • Unknown DYES 0^1 ADAPTIU USE lAPTIU SAVED? D Y E S I S P R O P E R T Y A H I S T O R I C D I S T R I C T ? D 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : 
D ARCHEOLOGY-prehistoric-2 • COMMERCE-6 

DARCHEOLOGY-hlstoric-1 • COMMUNICATIONS-

^AGRICULTURE-3 • CONSERVATION - 8 

^ARCHITECTURE-4 • ECONOMICS-9 

J S A R T - 5 D EOUCATION-IO 

• ENGINEERING-n 

• ENTERTAINMENT-26 

• EXPLORATION -12 

• HEALTH-27 

• INDUSTRY-13 
D INVENTION-14 

• LANDSCAPE ARCH-I5«^P0LITICS/GOVT." 21 • RECREATION-28 

•LAW-IB •REllGION-22 •SETTLEMENT-29 

• LITERATURE-17 • SCIENCE-23 • URBAN PLANMING-31 
• MILITARY-18 • SOCIAl/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• MUSIC-19 • SOCIAL/CULTURAl-30 
D PHILOSOPHY •20 • TRANSPORTATION-25 

C L A I M S . expla in 
f i r s t ' • 

'oldest 'D 

•only' • 

^ f u n c t i o n s 
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 
CURRENTLY:CITY HALL 

CITY HALL 
^ d a t e s of initial construction: 

major alterations: 
hi&tpric events: 

)iarohiteot \'JL^ 
Wesley Lyng Minor 

. E T H N I C G R O U P 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

) archi tectural style(s): ^master builder: 

^ a r t i s t s : Richarc|, 
Hol land , '.Mortimer 

neer: 

•^landscape a rch i tec t /ga rden d e s i ^ e r : ^ i n t e r i o r decorator: 

Lamb 

partisan: !\builder/oontractor: 

I N A M E S give role & date 
PERSONAL: Wesley Lyng Minor (b . 1852, L o u i s i a n a ) , moved t o Brockton i n 1882 and designed many of the f i n e s t homes i n Brockton , 

Richard Hol land and Mort imer Lamb, p a i n t e r s o f se r ies o f l a rge p i c t u r e s i n H a l l ' s grand c o r r i d o r which d e p i c t 
EVENTS". scenes of the C i v i l War/^i8''^3) 

INSTITUTIONAL: 
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