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The Brockton City Hall sits on a three-quarter acre triangular shaped block i n '
downt own Brockton, andis bounded by School Street, East El mStreet andCity
Hal | Square. |t was built i n1892-94 t oplans drawn by Wesley Lyng M nor.

The City Hall i sconstructed of yellow brick, with a high stone faced granite >
basenment with battered walls, andterra cotta and brownstone decorative trimon !
the upper stories. The twoanda half story building i ssymretrical i nplan along

its east-west axis, but theelevations have irregular massing, andthe roofline

is broken. The long north and south elevations are eight bays wide, with four bays
projecting i nsteps fromthebase wall. A shallow projectirig pavilion onthethree ;
hay west elevation enphasizes theentrance, anda five story circular tower adorns

the east elevation.

There arethree doorways i nthebuilding, one each on thenorth, south, andwest !

el evations. Each of t hedoorways i stopped by a Romanesque round arch with elab- ]
orately carved vouffioira. Short clustered engaged columms with intricately carved \
capitals andentablature support thedeeply recessed arches. The doorways areal | ]
set half i nthehigh basenent story andhalf i nthefirst story. The topof the . ]

colums i nt heentranceway nmarks t hedivision between these twostories, and this

line i scarried around thebuilding by a round brownstone moul ding, which rests on !
top of thegranite foundation. Another belt course, consisting of a twofoot high ]
terra cotta panel decorated with stylized foliage extends around t hebuilding at |
the level of thespringing point of thearches over thefirst floor windows. A ;
thin string course encircles thebuilding at t hebase of t hew ndows of t he second

floor, identical t otheonedirectly over theskewbacked brick lintels of t he i
second floor windows. A heavy modillioned cornice above a rowof dentils forms [
a visual base for thehipped roof. There arethree Richardsonian dormers with

conical roofs, and a gable end facing outwards, on both the' notth and south elevations.
The gables aredecorated with clusters of long cylinders formed out of brick and

have wi ndows set,in each of twoquarter circular recessed panels i nt hegabl e end.

A massive five story tower with a steeply pitched hip roof rises fromthe north
elevation. The tower i sdecorated with terra cotta panels and slender engaged
colums and has round headed arched windows i nt hesection which rises above t he
roofline of thebuilding. A clock face graces three sides of thetower neart he
top, andthesteeply pitched roof contains a round dormer topped by a cartouchei n
each side. A small platform ontopof thetower holds meteorological instruments
and serves as an observation point for theUS Wather Bureau.

A three anda half story circular tower i scentered ontheeast elevation. | thas
alternating stories of arched windows and wi ndows with flat lintels. A rowof '
circular windows set between ornamental swags and garlands i slocated just bel owt he
cornice, andbattlements encircle thetopof thetower. |

The interior of theCity Hall contains sone features of particular note. The grand o
corridor, running east andwest ontheaxis of symetry of t hebuilding, i s108 feet [
| ong, twenty-two feet wi de and ei ghteenfeet high. Thecorridor contains a seriesof

fifteen paintings depicting scenes fromtheCivil V@r which were executed by Richard *jj
Holland and Mortimer Lanb i n 1893 and ar e considered t obe excellent exanples of this 'l
kind of painting. y
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STATEMENT OF S GN A CANCE

The Brockton City Hall, built i n1892, was thefirst permanent hone of t heBrockton
City government. Fromthetime thecity was incorporated i n1821until thecon-
struction of thepresent building, thecity governnent noved from one rented site
to another. Thus this building marks a time of significant commtnent i nBrock-
ton's developnment. The City Hall i salso significant as an architectural |andmark
in Brockton, and for thequality and quantity of its paintings of theCivil War.

Wen t hecity decided tobuild a permanent hone for their governmental functions
they hired a Brockton architect, Wesley Lyng Mnor, todesign thebuilding. Mnor
was born i nlLouisiana i n1852 and noved t oBrockton i n1882. He designed many of
the finest homes i nBrockton, mostly for t heowners of the shoe factories which
housed Brockton's main industry. The cornerstone for thebuilding was laid on
My 30, 1892, and t hebuilding was dedicated and opened on Septenber 24, 1894.
The opening of thebuilding was celebrated with a huge parade, and t he Honorabl e
Frederick G eenhal ge, Governor of Massachusetts, was theprincipal speaker. After
the opening festivities theguests were taken by electric car tothedining hall
at t heBrockton Fair Gounds where a dinner for 250 people was held. The opening
of this building, a massive, ornate structure, reflected thepride of thecitizens
of Brockton and t hewealth thecity had acquired through t he shoe industry.

The City Hall i sa distinct architectural landmark i nBrockton. There are no other
buildings i nthecity fromthat period built on the sane scale and with such
lavish attention todetail. The large Civil Var paintings i nthegrand corridor,

excellent exanples of this genre of painting, add totheartistic significance
of thebuilding.

The City Hall i sstill an important part of Brockton's urban environment. The city
governnment i sactively interested i nrestoring thecity hall, and has established
the building as a priority for therevitalization of thedowtown area. Brockton,
like many other New England industrial tows, has |ost nmost of its factories and
has gone through an extended period of decline i nthecity center. The City Hall,
an expression of thepride and wealth which Brockton once had, i san inmportant
focal point i nthepresent effort tobring thecity back tolife andtohelpthe
city change t omeet theneeds of its present population.
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