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DESCRIBE’THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The farm house at Cedar Lane Farm is typical of the wood (heart pine) plan-
tation plain style house, w1th Greek Rev1val details, encountered in the
piedmont region of the South. “The wooden frame is covered on the exterior

boards, some as wide as 16 inches. This house has survived without any
significant modification, an unusual feature as these houses were usually
altered or "updated" by subsequent owners.

Exterior: The basic outline of the house is a two-story¥ clapboard structure
with medium pitched roof. A shed roof runs the léngth of the rear and a
chimney bisects this back portion of the house at each end making four chim-
neys in all. These are constructed of field stone to the shoulder where

the material changes to brick. The facade was plain originally as there were
no indications that a porch was ever morticed to the studs. A mortice in the
sill under the front door indicated a wooden stoop or step. Above and on
either side of the front door are square panes of glass lighting the hall.
Interior: Downstairs a central hall runs from front to back with doors
opposite each other. Two “rooms open off the hall on each side of the house,
the two in front being larger than the two in the rear. AIl ‘mantels are

a closet that opens in the front hall. There are five windows on the front
facade, two (9 over 6) on either side of the front door, one (6 over 6) above
this door, two (6 over 6) above those on the first level. The two upstairs
rooms are the same size as the two front rooms downstairs. Storage closets
open off each bedroom.

with _weatherboarding and the interior walls completely sheathed with horizonthl

original though all vary in size. The stairs go up from the back hall leaving
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house was built by Henry Hilsabeck whose father came from Germany in
1753 and settled in the Moravian section of North Carolina. Hilsabeck

came to Georgia for the land lotteries after the Revolution and was living
in Green County in 1802. 1In 1812 he bought land in Morgan County which was
in the Lottery of 1807. By 1817 he was paying taxes on five slaves so he -
must have already begun cotton farming by that time. The exact date that
this house was built is not known but Hilsabeck died in 1845. (His will

is on file in the Morgan County Courthouse.) He married for the second or
third time in 1839 and his bride was Peggy Prince (Margaret). Possibly

this house was built for her. Stylistically it would seem to fall into that
period. Cedar Lane Farm typifies the home of the plantation owner or farmer
that Coulter in his History of Georgia describes as owning between 200

and 500 acres of land and under 25 slaves. This man and not the "planter"
who owned some 1000 acres Oor more is more representative of the South in
early to mid-19th century.

only abused, it should be restored to its original appearance by having
doors and moldings copied where they were missing, not simply using old
doors. Cement was mixed with clay to repair the chimneys and underpinning
to reproduce the color when clay alone was used for mortars.

The house stands on some 200 acres of land which have been terraced and
planted with nursery stock. The spring which is near the house and obviously
the reason the site was chosen originally has been dammed to form a lake
which is used for irrigation purposes. Native plant material in the wooded
areas are encouraged and augmented by plantings. Perennials that provide
game food have been planted and the gardens around the house feature material
known to have grown in Georgia gardens prior to 1850.

The house has been restored with the view that since it had never been altered,
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