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Waltham, Massachusetts 

Address 4 Adams Street 

H i s t o r i c Name "The Oxford" 

Photo (3"x 3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing 
property's location in r e l a t i o n to 
nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
a l l buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest i n t e r s e c t i o n ( s ) 
Indicate north 

Use P r e s e n t m u l t i - f a m i l y 

O r i g i n a l multi-family 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1897 • 

Source Water Depart.ment 

S t y l e Colonial Revival 

A r c h i t e c t UNKNOU'N 

E x t e r i o r W a l l F a b r i c clapboards 

O u t b u i l d i n g s none-

M a j o r A l t e r a t i o n s ( w i t h d a t e s ) no.-e 

C o n d i t i o n 2 0 0 Q 

Moved no- Date 

Acreage q OnO </K44. ^'^/}'-

S e t t i n g Prominently s i ted at Snruce 

St./Adams St. in tersec t ion facine 

small , rectangular landscaped area. 

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE A^C-̂ f̂r^ » .-^, >c 

SCALE / •' %S oOO 

Recorded by Edward 1.'. Gordon 

O r g a n i z a t i o n Waltham Hi s t . Con.̂ .. 

Date June, 1986 

revised by C. Jenkins 3/S8 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f a p p l i c a b l e ) 

The Oxford possesses i n t e g r i t y of locat ion,design, materials , workmanship, fee l ing and 
associations. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a l i n k wi th the South Side's las t intensive (mul t i -
fami ly) phase of development. I t i s also a rare, we l l -de ta i l ed and well-preserved ex­
ample of a Colonial Revival s ty le double t r ip le -decker . The Oxford meets c r i t e r i a A 
and C of the National Register of His to r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Descr ibe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
eva luate in terms of other b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the community. 

Although Waltham possesses very few examples of three-decker housing, the 
Oxford i s as f i n e an example of Colonial Revival three-decker housing as can 
be found anywhere i n the Boston area. Pa r t i cu l a r l y noteworthy i s i t s form, high 
qua l i ty craftsmanship and r i c h ex te r io r d e t a i l i n g . This 6-family house r ises 3 
f l o o r s from a boulder-stone foundation to a f l a t roof wi th elaborate den t i l l a t ed 
and modi l l ion blocked cornice. The cornice entablature features raised 
swag-work ornamentation (plaster?) at the entablature. This house retains i t s 
clapboards. I t s edges are accented by narrow boards. This house i s very deep, 
wi th 8-bay side wa l l s . 

The main facade i s dominated by a pair of bow-fronts which f lank an 
entrance-bay v/ith a handsome pro jec t ing Tuscan-columned f r o n t porch. S t i l l 
intact are the original entrance enframements and front door with a segmental , . 

° (cont) 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE E x p l a i n the r o l e owners played in l o c a l or s t a t e 
h i s t o r y and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s to the development of the community. 

B u i l t i n 1897, the Oxford provides a physical l i n k wi th the South Side's f i n a l 
turn-of- the-century phase of intensive r e s iden t i a l development. By the la te 
1890's , the American Watch Company was embarking on what would be a f i n a l plant 
expansion campaign (ca. 1890's - 1910). Prof i tab le new enterprises such as 
O'Hara Watch Dia l were being established and substant ial br ick masonry blocks 
were being b u i l t along Moody Street . The Oxford's land had been part of Charles 
Wooley's house l o t which contained a T-shaped house and stable (neither 
structures are ex tan t ) . . During the la te 19th century, the Wooley house was 

: •• operated as a boarding house. On A p r i l 30, 1892, Charles Wooley sold the 
Oxford's house l o t to Melvin H. Johnson, who i n turn sold i t to Frank A. Foster 
i n February, 1893. Ivyane Foster, i n turn sold The Oxford's l o t to Eugene H. 
Smith i n 1894 (3832:181). Water Department record indicate that The Oxford was 
completed i n 1897. The house remained i n the Eugene H. Smith family u n t i l at 
least the early 1920's. VJaltham Director ies do not provide information on 
Smith's occupation. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY a n d / o r REFERENCES 

Haps/Atlases 1374, 1881, 1883, 1886, 1898, 1900, 1911, 1923 
Waltham/V/atertown Di rec to r ies , 1890's, early 1900's 8/85 
Middlesex Deeds. 2176:110, 3832:181, 3954:506 
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WALTHAM, MA MRA 
The Oxford #26 
4 Adams Street 

ARCHITECTl̂ AL SIGNIFICANCE, The Oxford, rnnr.-n,,^ 

size, si.,ply-e„framed windows appear on the third floor. In een^ral ?his 
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PROPERTY Oxford, The 
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REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001483 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 
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Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000301 


