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Address 4 Adars Street
Historic Name "The Oxford"
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white) Indicate address of Use Present multi-family
property on back of photo. o _ _
Staple to left side of form Original multi-family
DESCRIPTION
Date 1897 .
Source Water Depart.ment
Style Colonial Revival
Architect UNXKNON
Sketch Nap: Draw nap show ng Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards
property's Jlocation inrelationto o
nearest cross streets and/or Outbuildings none-
geographical features. Indicate

all buildings between inventoried
property and nearest intersection(s)

Indicate north Major Alterations (with dates) no-e
Condition 200Q
Moved no- Date

Acreage g OnO </K44. NM[}'-
Setting Prominently sited at Snruce
St./Adams St. intersection facine

small, rectangular landscaped area.

UM REFERENCE Recorded by Edward 1.". Gordon
USGS QUADRANGLE ANCANMrA » N, >C Organization Waltham Hist. ConA.
SCALE [ *' %S 000 Date June, 1986

revised by C Jenkins 3B



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Oxford possesses integrity of location,design, materials, workmanship, feeling and
associations. It is significant as a link with the South Side's last intensive (multi-
family) phase of development. It is also a rare, well-detailed and well-preserved ex-
ample of a Colonial Revival style double triple-decker. The Oxford meets criteriaA
and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.

Although Watham possesses very few examples of three-decker housing, the
Oxford is as fine an example of Colonial Revival three-decker housing as can
be found anywhere in the Boston area. Particularly noteworthy is its form, high
quality craftsmanship and rich exterior detailing. This 6-family house rises 3
floors from a boulder-stone foundation to a flat roof with elaborate dentillated
and modillion blocked cornice. The cornice entablature features raised
swag-work ornamentation (plaster?) at the entablature. This house retains its
clapboards. Its edges are accented by narrow boards. This house is very deep,
with 8-bay side walls.
The main facade is dominated by a pair of bow-fronts which flank an
entrance-bay v/ith a handsome projecting Tuscan-columned front porch. Still
intact are the original entrance enframements and front door with a segmental , .
° (cont)
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.

Built in 1897, the Oxford provides a physical link with the South Side's final
turn-of-the-century phase of intensive residential development. By the late
1890's , the American Watch Compay was embarking on what would be a final plant
expansion campaign (ca. 1890's - 1910). Profitable new enterprises such as
O'Hara Watch Dial were being established and substantial brick masonry blocks
were being built along Moody Street. The Oxford's land had been part of Charles
Wooley's house 1ot which contained a T-shaped house and stable (neither
structures are extant). .During the late 19th century, the Wooley house was

. = operated as a boarding house. On April 30, 1892, Charles Wooley sold the
Oxford's house |ot to Melvin H. Johnson, who in turn sold it to Frank A. Foster
in February, 1893. Ivyane Foster, in turn sold The Oxford's lot to Eugene H.
Smith in 1894 (3832:181). Water Department record indicate that The Oxford was
completed in 1897. The house remained in the Eugene H. Smith family until at
least the early 1920's. VJdtham Directories do not provide information on
Smith's occupation.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Haps/Atlases 1374, 1881, 1883, 1886, 1898, 1900, 1911, 1923
Waltham/V/atertown Directories, 1890's, early 1900's 8/85
Middlesex Deeds. 2176:110, 3832:181, 3954:506
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