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First Congregational Church i slocated onthecorner of Pleasant and Stevens Streets
in apredomnantly residential neighborhood just east of t heMethuen Town Center. The
1-3/4 acre | ot i splantedwith | owshrubbery, tall pines and maples. To therear of
the church i sa parking |ot.

The plan of thechurch i sa sinple 5 baydeep, ridge roofed auditoriumwith apse to

the rear andattached 3 story tower onthefacade. Thechurch i sconstructed of rough
cut  Pel ham granite block laid i nrandom ashlar. Fenestrationi snodest, narrow |ancet
wi ndows. Theshal |l ow eaves andslight parapet gables are supported by sinple corbels.

The facade i sdonminated by thetower which, ontheground floor, contains the principal
entrance tothestructure. Thepaired, herringbone wooden doors areset within a
deeply recessed ribbed Gothic arch. The second |evel of thetower has paired round
headed trefoil windows within aslight recession. Side elevationsat this level have
quatrefoil windows. Thethird level houses thebells andi sstepped i ntocreate
turrets onthefour corners. Al four sides of this level areoccupied by open
trefoil arches with sinple tracery. Thetopof thetower i screnellated tocreate a
battlement. Qn either side of thetower, framng it, arethree sided, onestory pro-
jections with crenellated rooflines andGothic arched wi ndows onthe broad side.

The rear elevation i sdonminated by theprojecting apse. Thesquare, ridge roofed apse
is constructed of Indiana |imestone. Thecorners areaccented by diagonal buttresses
which are capped by finials. Theroofline i screnellated tocreate battlements. The
rear elevation i sdominated by t helLaFarge stained glass wi ndow, "TheResurrection."
The Gothic arched wi ndow opening i sframed by a gable which interrupts theroofline
battlement. Qn the west elevation of theapse i sa onestory flat roofed section with
door and 1/1 sash w ndow.

The Phillips Chapel i sattached totheeast elevation by a passageway. The chapel i s
constructed of the sane Pelhamgranite andfeatures flat arched fenestration anda

ridge roof with identical gables andcorbels. Thefacade i sthree bays wide. The
center entry i ssetwithin aprojecting crenellated stone porch with Gothic arch. I n

the gable i sa carved trefoil. The peak of thegable i stopped by an open, Gothic arched
bell housing. Twobrick chimeys rise fromtheroof. Therear elevation has two doors
in the western endandiron stairs leadingtoanarched opening i nthegable.

To t heeast of thechapel, attached by a porch andpassageway, i stheonestory Parish
House. This flat roofed rectangul ar structure i sconstructedinbuff brick andfeatures
deep eaves andlong narrow fixed sash fenestration. Theentrance i ssheltered by the
porch adjacent tothePhillips Chapel; theremninder of thefacade i sfive bays wide.

The principal interior space i stheapse designed by Heins andLaFarge. Separated from
the main body of t hechurch by a deeply splayed Gothic arch, i ti sfinished with marble
reredos andfurnished with a carved oakpulpit andlecturn, great oakchairs and com
muni on table anda |imestone font.

The main body of thechurch was built i n1855; Phillips Chapel was added i n1881. The
apse was dedi cated i n 1895 andt hePari sh House was constructed i n1964. The granite
was memorial i nfront of theParish House was dedicated i n 1957.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Original Architect Unkown
Apse, Heins and LaFarge

First Congregational Church i ssignificant foritsarchitecture and for it sassocia-
tions with thegrowh anddevel opnent of t he Town of Methuen.

This structure i sthethird meetinghouse built forthis congregation. The first
meet i nghouse was erected by thetown i n 1728 on another site; thecongregationwas
organi zed i n1729. The second neetinghouse was built i n1796 andlater nmoved to this
site. This 1855 structure incorporatesmaterials fromthesecond neetinghouse.

In New Engl and towns, thefirst meetinghouse served as t hecomunity center and
location of town nmeeting until thedisestablishment of Congregationalismi n the
19th  century.

First Congregational Church i sanearly exanple of a high style "Roman" edificef or

a non-conform st congregation. This orientation was furthered with theconstruction

of theHeins and LaFarge designed apse i n1895. Theinterior of theapse i scon-
structed of Mnnesota buff-toned dolomte andthe marble reredos i sderived from
Venetian tetrecento memorials. Themarbles used are from Massa-Carrara, Verona,
Sienna, Belgium Portugal, North Africa and Pennsylvania. The apse al so houses
figures of Patience andPurity by Louis St.CGaudens. ThelLaFarge w ndow, "The Resurrec-

tion", i sconposed of 10,000 pieces of glass andi sestimted t ohave cost $50,000.
LaFarge considered the window t o be hi s masterpiece. His description of theconmposition
was, "It represents theResurrection. Thefigure of angels open thegates of death

and theclouds roll away while thetriumphant figure of therisen Lord leavesthe
tonb, and passes into light."
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Novenber 16, 1977

M. Charles Herrington, Chief
Registration Branch

National Register

OAHP, National Park Service
Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charles:

Encl osed please find nomnation foms for thefollowing properties;
Brockton: Bixby Block

Arlington: Ephraim Cutter House

Newburyport: Dalton House
Met huen: First Congregational Church

PwpE

Al'l of theabove have been reviewed by t he State Revi ew Board and
signed by the SHQ

Sincerely,

Poet

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
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Novenber 15, 1978

Charl es Herrington

Office of Archeol ogy and Historic Preservation
National Park Service

United States Departnent of thelnterior
VWashington, DC 20240

Attn: Brad Frandsen

Dear M. Herrington:

A~ronlfil.iLiloll

tyNraacl//del/

Encl osed youwi || find theadditional photos requested for the First
Church Congregational i nl*ethuen, Massachusetts. | regret the delay
in their submssion and hope that they will conplete thenom nation.

Sincerely yours.

Gandace Jenxi | _
National Register Coordinator
Massachusetts Historical Gonm ssion
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Dat e Entered PEC1 1978

Nane Locati on

First Church Congregational Met huen
Essex County

Al so Notified

Honor abl e Edward W Brooke
Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honor abl e Paul Tsongas Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion
294 Washington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

NR Byers/bjr 12/ 18/ 78
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