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F i r s t Congregational Church i s located on the corner of Pleasant and Stevens Streets 
i n a predominantly r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood j u s t east of the Methuen Town Center. The 
1-3/4 acre l o t i s planted with low shrubbery, t a l l pines and maples. To the rear of 
the church i s a parking l o t . 

The plan of the church i s a simple 5 bay deep, ridge roofed auditorium with apse to 
the rear and attached 3 story tower on the facade. The church i s constructed of rough 
cut Pelham granite block l a i d i n random ashlar. Fenestration i s modest, narrow lancet 
windows. The shallow eaves and s l i g h t parapet gables are supported by simple corbels. 

The facade i s dominated by the tower which, on the ground f l o o r , contains the princ i p a l 
entrance to the structure. The paired, herringbone wooden doors are set w i t h i n a 
deeply recessed ribbed Gothic arch. The second level of the tower has paired round 
headed t r e f o i l windows w i t h i n a s l i g h t recession. Side elevations at thi s l e v e l have 
qu a t r e f o i l windows. The t h i r d l e v e l houses the bells and i s stepped i n to create 
tur r e t s on the four corners. A l l four sides of this l e v e l are occupied by open 
t r e f o i l arches with simple tracery. The top of the tower i s crenellated to create a 
battlement. On either side of the tower, framing i t , are three sided, one story pro­
jections with crenellated rooflines and Gothic arched windows on the broad side. 

The rear elevation i s dominated by the projecting apse. The square, ridge roofed apse 
is constructed of Indiana limestone. The corners are accented by diagonal buttresses 
which are capped by f i n i a l s . The roo f l i n e i s crenellated to create battlements. The 
rear elevation i s dominated by the LaFarge stained glass window, "The Resurrection." 
The Gothic arched window opening i s framed by a gable which interrupts the ro o f l i n e 
battlement. On the west elevation of the apse i s a one story f l a t roofed section with 
door and 1/1 sash window. 

The P h i l l i p s Chapel i s attached to the east elevation by a passageway. The chapel is 
constructed of the same Pelham granite and features f l a t arched fenestration and a 
ridge roof with i d e n t i c a l gables and corbels. The facade i s three bays wide. The 
center entry i s set w i t h i n a projecting crenellated stone porch with Gothic arch. I n 
the gable i s a carved t r e f o i l . The peak of the gable i s topped by an open, Gothic arched 
b e l l housing. Two brick chimneys rise from the roof. The rear elevation has two doors 
i n the western end and iron s t a i r s leading to an arched opening i n the gable. 

To the east of the chapel, attached by a porch and passageway, i s the one story Parish 
House. This f l a t roofed rectangular structure i s constructed i n buff b r i c k and features 
deep eaves and long narrow fixed sash fenestration. The entrance i s sheltered by the 
porch adjacent to the P h i l l i p s Chapel; the remainder of the facade i s f i v e bays wide. 

The p r i n c i p a l i n t e r i o r space is the apse designed by Heins and LaFarge. Separated from 
the main body of the church by a deeply splayed Gothic arch, i t i s finished with marble 
reredos and furnished with a carved oak p u l p i t and lecturn, great oak chairs and com­
munion table and a limestone font. 

The main body of the church was b u i l t i n 1855; P h i l l i p s Chapel was added i n 1881. The 
apse was dedicated i n 1895 and the Parish House was constructed i n 1964. The granite 
was memorial i n front of the Parish House was dedicated i n 1957. 
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F i r s t Congregational Church i s si g n i f i c a n t for i t s architecture and for i t s associa­
tions with the growth and development of the Town of Methuen. 

This structure i s the t h i r d meetinghouse b u i l t for t h i s congregation. The f i r s t 
meetinghouse was erected by the town i n 1728 on another s i t e ; the congregation was 
organized i n 1729. The second meetinghouse was b u i l t i n 1796 and later moved to t h i s 
s i t e . This 1855 structure incorporates materials from the second meetinghouse. 

In New England towns, the f i r s t meetinghouse served as the community center and 
location of town meeting u n t i l the disestablishment of Congregationalism i n the 
19th century. 

F i r s t Congregational Church i s an early example of a high style "Roman" edifice for 
a non-conformist congregation. This orientation was furthered with the construction 
of the Heins and LaFarge designed apse i n 1895. The i n t e r i o r of the apse i s con­
structed of Minnesota buff-toned dolomite and the marble reredos i s derived from 
Venetian tetrecento memorials. The marbles used are from Massa-Carrara, Verona, 
Sienna, Belgium, Portugal, North Africa and Pennsylvania. The apse also houses 
figures of Patience and Purity by Louis St.Gaudens. The LaFarge window, "The Resurrec­
t i o n " , i s composed of 10,000 pieces of glass and i s estimated to have cost $50,000. 
LaFarge considered the window to be his masterpiece. His description of the composition 
was, " I t represents the Resurrection. The figure of angels open the gates of death 
and the clouds r o l l away while the triumphant figure of the risen Lord leaves the 
tomb, and passes into l i g h t . " 
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November 16, 1977 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration Branch 
National Register 
OAHP, National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please f i n d nomination foms for the following properties; 

1. Brockton: Bixby Block 
2. Arlington: Ephraim Cutter House 
3. Newburyport: Dalton House 
4. Methuen: F i r s t Congregational Church 

A l l of the above have been reviewed by the State Review Board and 
signed by the SHPO. 

Sincerely, 

Poet 
P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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November 15, 1978 

Charles Herrington 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
National Park Service 
United States Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Attn: Brad Frandsen 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

Enclosed you w i l l find the additional photos requested for the First 
Church Congregational in Î fethuen, Massachusetts. I regret the delay 
in their submission and hope that they w i l l conplete the nomination. 

Sincerely yours. 

Candace Jenxii 
National Register Coordinator 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

CB/ts 
enclosures 
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