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'The First Hawaiian Bank is a single-story concrete structure
built in the Neo-Classic bank style prevalent after World War I.
Like many buildings in Waimea, the first floor was constructed three
feet off the ground to protect against flooding. This presented an
opportunity for the architect to create an important entry porch.
Stairs lead up to the main entry, which is flanked on each side by
two classic columns of simple Ionic order supporting .an entablature
above which a dental cornice with crown mould surrounds the build-
ing, topped by a partially ballustraded parapet. Also, on each side
of the.entry are two rectilinear window openings. Although a small
strutture; it contrlbutes a sense of permanence and solidity in the
small town of Waimea.

The interior detail is mostly simple in form. .Ceilings are
supported by molded beams in both directions, creating a coffered
system with decorative brackets supporting the beams at each wall.
A rectilinear skylight with molded frame allows light into the cen-
ter of the lobby. Extensive remodeling to the bank interior has al-
tered the appearance from the typical .1920's era banking structure.
The exterior, however, has retained most of its original:.appearance.

Separating the structure from the road has been accomplished by
taseful landscaping that is well cared for. The structure appears
to be in excellent condition and is receiving consistent.mainte-
nance. .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

- On December 29, 1929, “construction was completed oh the Blshoo L
National Bank of’ Hawall s Waimea Branch. It- replaced an earller struc—
ture on the same site which had been built in 1911. " The' earlier branch
bank was the second oldest Bishop National Bank branch in Hawall' _younger
by one year than the Hilo branch.

- The Waimea brarnch at one time served the entire island of Kauai.
As the economy of the 1sland developed, however, additional branches
were opened.

The structure is 1mportant‘ma1nly for its architectural value.

Its eclectic style and solid, imposing appearance is typical of post-
World War I banking architecture. It is designed to give an aura of
permanence and stability--a visual assurance to Waimea's inhabitants
that the bank was "here to stay.”

Of course, the historic importance of the structure is like that
of any local bank. Its contributions to the economic life of the area
are many and varied.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The First Hawaiian Bank is bounded on the north by 0ld Main Road, by
Panako Road on the west, by Kaumualii Highwav on the south, and by

the Waimea Garage on the east. The building is situated on TMK:
1-6-06:33.
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