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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The White Memorial Building of Houlton, Maine, designed by the Boston architectural 
firm of Kendall, laylor and Stevens and Built in 1903, is a very impressive and well- 
preserved example of the Colonial Revival style in a relatively remote part of the 
state.

The two-story house is of frame construction with hipped roof, clapboard siding, 
and granite foundation. Two brick internal end chimneys are present. The cornice is 
denticulated. The five-bay facade contains a central entrance and is dominated by a 
two-story portico which covers the central three bays. This pomtico, with denticulated 
cornice, is supported by four columns and two pilasters in the Tuscan order. The 
entrance enframement consists of an ornate entablatured lintel supported by consoles. 
Double-doors contain leaded glass in their upper halves. Above the entrance is another 
set of double doors, each containing 8 panes of glass in their upper halves. Fenestration 
on the facade is 4/1, while on other sides of the house it is 6/1. External louvered 
shutters flank all windows. The sides of the house are two bays wide, and there are 
small casement windows at ground level to light the cellar.

The interior of the White Memorial Building is stylistically in keeping with the 
exterior. Here woodwork and other details are dignified without being austere.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

By all odds the finest residence of its style and period in Houlton, the White 
Memorial Building was built By Mrs. John C, Maclntyre on land acquired by her father, 
Eben Woodbury in 1843. Wbodbury had arrived in Hbulton from Durham, Maine, in 1827, 
four years before the incorporation of the town where he established, owned and managed 
for a number of years the mail and stage line from Houlton to Mattawamkeag. The first 
house on the property was built by him in 1843, the year of his marriage.

Nothing if not persistent, he rebuilt twice after fire destroyed successive homes. 
After his death in 1895, his third house was consumed in the big fire of 1902 which 
burned much of downtown Houlton. His daughter, Marion Louise, wife of John C. Maclntyre, 
a successful banker, again rebuilt on the site u^ing a noted Boston architectural firm 
to design the present Colonial Revival house.

After her death in 1934, the house was purchased by Mr. & Mrs. S. L. White who in 
a nobly philanthropic gesture donated it to the town for use by the newly formed Aroostook 
Historical and Art Museum. The museum, partially subsidized by the town, occupies the 
upper floor of the structure and of fiee space below is for municipal use. Mr. & Mrs. 
White also provided safe storage space for the museum collections.

The White Memorial Building is an architectural landmark in Houlton and a monument 
to the generosity of the White family.
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