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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The hills constituting Turkey Ridge which include Spirit Mound were 
originally carved by streams which flowed through the region before ice 
covered it. The ice sheets overrode them, rounding off the sharper corners 
and extending their elongated shapes. This action is well shown on Spirit 
Hound at the southern end of Turkey Ridge.

The historical appearance of Spirit Mound is best described through 
the eyes of Lewis and Clark:

This Mound is situated on an elevated plain in a level and 
extensive prairie. . . , the base of the Mound is a regular 
parallelogram, the long side of which is about 300 yards in 
length, the shorter, 60 or 70 yards, From the longer side of 
the base it uses from the North and South with a steep assent 
to the height of 65 or 70 feet, leaving a level plain on the 
top of 12 feet in width and 90 in length. The North and South 
part of this Mound is joined by two regular rises, each in 
oval forms of half its height, forming three regular rises 
from the plain. The assent of each elevated part is as suden 
as the principal Mound at the narrower side of its Base.

From the top of this Mound we beheld a most beautiful 
landscape; Numerous herds of buffalow were seen feeding in 
various direction; the Plain to the North N.W. and N.E. 
extends without interruption as far as can be seen.

Of course the view has been altered considerably due to vanished 
wildlife, tree belts, power lines, etc.; but if preserved in its present 
state, Spirit Mound would appear much as Lewis and Clark left it.

Natural erosion, a cattle lot, and the location of a pit silo on the 
west side have been the only factors altering Spirit Mound's appearance.
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In August of 1804, the Lewis and Clark party camped on the Missouri's 
south bank near the mouth of White Stone Creek. Clark reported that 
across the river to the north they could see a conical hill and he related 
its spiritual background:

In a northerley derection from the Mouth of this Creek in 
an emence Plain a high Hill is situated, and appears of a Conic 
form, and by the different nations of Indians in this quarter 
is Suppose to be the residence of Deavels. That they are in 
human form with remarkable large heads, and about 18 Inches 
high, that they are very watchful and are arm'd with Sharp 
arrows with which they Can Kill at a great distance; they are 
Said to kill all persons who are So hardy as to attempt to 
approach the hill; they State that tradition informs them that 
many Indians have Suffered by these little people, and among 
others three MAHAR Men fell a sacrefise to their murceless fury 
not many Years Sence. So Much do the Maha [Omaha], Soues [Sioux], 
Ottoes [Otoes] and other neighboring nations believe this fable, 
that no Consideration is Suffecient to induce them to approach 
the hill. (DeVoto, 22)

The following morning, Saturday, August 25, Clark, Captain Lewis, 
and several of their men walked the nine miles to Spirit Mound. They dis 
covered its inhabitants to be a great number of birds and insects driven 
to the hill's lee side by the prairie winds. Climbing the summit they 
surveyed the surrounding country and returned to the river. As to the 
spirit legend Clark speculated:

One evidence which the Inds give for believeing this place 
to be the residence of some unusial Spirits is that they fre 
quently discover a large assemblage of Birds about this Mound 
is in my opinion a Sufficent proof to produce in the Savage 
Mind a Confident belief of all the properties which they as 
cribe it. (DeVoto, 24)

No archeologic discoveries have been made on Spirit Mound. Its sig 
nificance lies in the hill's association with Lewis and Clark. The many
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Significance—Page 2

dams along the river have innundated the majority of their campsites and 
council sites. Spirit Mound is one of the few remaining physical features 
on the Upper Missouri readily identifiable as a place the explorers visited 
and recorded.
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