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Ext ension of the Tjoundary of the Col onel John Ashley House t oinclude 30

acres of land south of the house:

South of the Col onel John Ashley House ar e sone 30 acres of |and knovm

as Conklin Field. The land i s situated south of Cooper Hill Road, bordering
the site of the Colonel John Ashley House al ong Stony Brook, and extending
to the intersection of Cooper Hill and Rannapo Roads, The land i s bordered
on the east by \Wat ogue Road (except for 15 acres which i s private property)
and tothe south by Barthol omew s Cobbl e Reservation owned by the Trustees
of Reservations. Conklin Field contains no structures andis presently
being used t oraise corn for silage.

The Col onel John Ashley House site should be enlarged t oinclude the 30

acres of land known as Conklin Field for tworeasons. First, the open

space surrounding the site was originally part of the extensive property

of Col onel John Ashley, Conklin Field adjoins the170-acre Barthol onew s
Cobbl e Reservation which al so was once part of Colonel Ashley's farm
Preserved for public enjoynent by the Trustees of Reservations, Barthol omew s
Cobbl e was decl ared a National Natural Landmark by the United States
Departnent of the Interior in 1971

Second, the rural setting of the Colonel John Ashley House provides the

pl easant farnscape which i s so essential tothe preservationof aproperty
whi ch shows our forefathers' way of life inthe Berkshires, Thefieldi s
for sale by a private owner who does not have as one of his priorities the
future physical appearance of the area. There i s one-acre zoningin
Sheffield, and there are no frontage requirenents. The construction of
houses i nthis field would, of course, drastically alter the character

of thelandscape and the Col onel John Ashley House would |ose the pastoral
features of a farmstead,
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M. Charles Herrington, Chief A\

Regi stration Sy

National Register of Historic Places ' o

National Park Service

5 Departnent of the Interior t

[8th and G Streets, W Y
Washington, OC 20240

Dear Chaurl es:

Encl osed i s a continuationsheet for the Colonel John Ashley House
(accepted i n National Register 2/1Q75) i n Sheffield, Mssachusetts.
The continuation sheet proposes the extension of the boindaries of
the Colonel John Ashley National Register property (5 acres) toin-
clude 30 acres of open land south of the site. The inclusion of this
| and, known as Conklin Field, ws voted eligible by the State Review
Board on July 8  1975.

The Trustees of Reservations, who own the Colonel John Ashley House,
wish to see the extension of the National Register boundary to include
Conklin Field for tw reasons. First, they would like to be eligible
to apply for National Register grants-in-aidfor acquisition of the
land froma private owner who is selling it. Second, they feel that
their purchase i s essential because of the immnent threat of a de-
vel oper acquiringthe land for subdivision.

Wth the ptirchase of Conklin Field, the Tnistees of Reservations would
not only be able to preserve the open |and surrounding the Ashl ey House,
but woul d al so be able at last to bringtogether all the land owned by
Col onel Ashley inthe eighteenth century. The Mssachusetts Historical
Comm ssion i s in support of this boundary extension and hopes that i t
will be accepted for inclusion inthe National Register,

Sincerely,

Eli zabeth Reed Amadon

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
State Historic Preservation Officer

Ry JD jd
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f. Adiiiiiii-.tf:rin'J oflicc (1) N'IrMC
Division of Grants
(2) Address Sireel cr P O. Bo;( Cill
18th and C Street!j, NW, V Ja.shington D.C. 202A0
4. nOtkAL AGINCY GKANT IDfNIinER: 0. Code b. Title
25-76-00649-00 Col. John Ashl ey House Acquisition
c Rpe Project work will involve acquisition of 3A acres by the Trustees of
Reservations from private ownership.
5. GRANTEE: a. Nome
Massachusetts  Ms. Elizabeth R Amadon, Exec. Dir., M Historical Comm ssion
b. Address - Street or P.O. Box City State Zip Code
294 Washington Street Boston M assachusetts 02108
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only tin- .sinyle most apiilicabte  box)
0. Stole b. Inter- c. County d. City School f. Speciol g. Community h. Sponsored . Oihi
itate district unit action organization
B L] L] L] L] L] L] L]
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE ACTION DATE 9. EPrECTIVE STARTING DATE 10. ENDING DATE
Year Month Day Year Month Duy Year Month Day Year Month Doy
B 18 | D 76 26 76 26 79 25
M. TYPEor ACTION (Check an many boxes as apply to this action)
a. New b. Continuation c. Supplemental d. Chonge in existing gront
grant gront gront
(identify agency in item 36) (1) increase in (2) Decrease in (3) Concellation (4) Increase($) (5) Decrease($)
durotion duration
12. AMOUNT or CONTRIBUTION
o. Fcderol-(1) bosic (2) Supplementol b. Stotu c. Loca d. Other
$ 6,000 $ 54,000% $ $
13. CATAIOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE o. Progrom Number b. Supplementol Progrom Number
PROGRAM  (if none, clarify in item  Iti) 15904
14. AUTHORIZATION
o. Federol Budget Accounts ID—58—104TR)'|'405
b. Public lows PL Title Sec. Title Sec. PL Title Sec.
89 665
c. US. Code 16 USC -ITDT
15; FACILITY LOCATION: (For fiicililv ~yiant actions only)
a Gty Cooper Hill Road and Wat ogue Road, b couny Berkshire

16.
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