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Extension of the Tjoundary of the Colonel John Ashley House to include 30 

acres of land south of the house: 

South of the Colonel John Ashley House are some 30 acres of land knovm 
as Conklin Field. The land i s situated south of Cooper H i l l Road, bordering 
the site of the Colonel John Ashley House along Stony Brook, and extending 
to the intersection of Cooper H i l l and Rannapo Roads, The land is bordered 
on the east by Weatogue Road (except for 1-5- acres which i s private property) 
and to the south by Bartholomew's Cobble Reservation owned by the Trustees 
of Reservations. Conklin Field contains no structures and i s presently 
being used to raise corn for silage. 

The Colonel John Ashley House site should be enlarged to include the 30 
acres of land known as Conklin Field for two reasons. First, the open 
space surrounding the site was originally part of the extensive property 
of Colonel John Ashley, Conklin Field adjoins the 170-acre Bartholomew's 
Cobble Reservation which also was once part of Colonel Ashley's farm. 
Preserved for public enjoyment by the Trustees of Reservations, Bartholomew's 
Cobble was declared a National Natural Landmark by the United States 
Department of the Interior i n 1971• 

Second, the rural setting of the Colonel John Ashley House provides the 
pleasant farmscape which i s so essential to the preservation of a property 
which shows our forefathers' way of l i f e i n the Berkshires, The f i e l d i s 
for sale by a private owner who does not have as one of his p r i o r i t i e s the 
future physical appearance of the area. There i s one-acre zoning i n 
Sheffield, and there are no frontage requirements. The construction of 
houses i n this f i e l d would, of course, drastically alter the character 
of the landscape and the Colonel John Ashley House would lose the pastoral 
features of a farmstead, 
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Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief . ' \ \ 
Registration ;i *» 
National Register of Historic Places ' • 
National Park Service 
US Department of the Interior t 
l8th and G Streets, NW ' ' 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Chaurles: 

Enclosed i s a continuation sheet for the Colonel John Ashley House 
(accepted i n National Register 2/IO/75) i n Sheffield, Massachusetts. 
The continuation sheet proposes the extension of the boimdaries of 
the Colonel John Ashley National Register property (5 acres) to i n ­
clude 30 acres of open land south of the site. The inclusion of this 
land, known as Conklin Field, was voted eligible by the State Review 
Board on July 8, 1975. 

The Trustees of Reservations, who own the Colonel John Ashley House, 
wish to see the extension of the National Register boundary to include 
Conklin Field for two reasons. First, they would like to be eligible 
to apply for National Register grants-in-aid for acquisition of the 
land from a private owner who i s selling i t . Second, they feel that 
their purchase i s essential because of the immiment threat of a de­
veloper acquiring the land for subdivision. 

With the ptirchase of Conklin Field, the Tnistees of Reservations would 
not only be able to preserve the open land surrounding the Ashley House, 
but would also be able at last to bring together a l l the land owned by 
Colonel Ashley i n the eighteenth century. The Massachusetts Historical 
Commission i s i n support of this boundary extension and hopes that i t 
w i l l be accepted for inclusion i n the National Register, 

Sincerely, 

j e t h Elizabeth Reed Amadon 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

ERA: JD: jd 
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C i l / 

VJa.shington D.C. 202A0 
b. Title 

Col. John Ashley House Acquisition 

c. Purpose Project work w i l l involve acquis i t ion of 3A acres by the Trustees of 
Reservations from pr iva te ownership. 

5. GRANTEE: a. N o m e 

Massachusetts Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon, Exec. Dir., MA H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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89 665 
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