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1. Name

Bucher Brldge é’%;é%%é k

historic

and/or common ;

Elght Mlle Creek ‘Brid’g‘e -
2. Locatlon ;

’ date

@fzu L ) : . PR
street & number ... 1.5 mlles north an‘d~1‘.‘"75 miles west of Rock " n/a not for publication .
city, town 'ROC,k‘ n_L vucmlty of ) o
" state ‘,Kansas; ] code 20 county ~ Cowley - .- o7 uc‘ode" 35 -
3. Classification |
Category Ownership " Status _ Present Use ‘
___ district X - public __X_occupied - — agriculture — museum
— building(s)  _.._ private —unoccupied ____ commercial ___ park .
x__structure = __._both —work in progress ___educational ____private residence
___site }Publne Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —religious -
____object FE in process - —yes: restricted —— government ____ scientific
.. —_ being consndered X yes unrestricted' X _transportation
n/a ‘ . no- - - _other:
Owner of Property Semt bt
name Cow "ey County L
street&numberf' . bw-Iey County -Courthouse
city, town  Winf: ld i ‘ n/a_vicinity of state Kansas
5. Loc ,n of Legal Descrlptlon
courthouse, regis fﬂ;deeds, etc. Reglster of Deeds
street & number . Cowley County Courthouse
city, town | Winfleld _state  Kansas
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Survey of Historic Bridges—- ‘ -
titte Kansas Dept. of Transportatlon has this property been determined eligible? ____yes % no
1980-—83 __ federal _x state ____county __ local

Kansas State Historical Society

depository for survey records

city, town Topeka

state Kansas



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—__excellent - deteriorated X - unaltered X __ original site
X good . __ ruins ____altered - - moved " ‘ddte
—__fair _____unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appéarance

The bridge over Eight Mile Créek northwést of Rock, Kansas is 44 feet long and
13 feet wide curb to curb. The deck lies 18 feet above the water level. A concrete
cap at the top of the spandrel walls forms the reoadway curbing., :

Structurally the bridge consists of a concrete arch, possibly reinforced by steel.
The arch springs from and is disposed between concrete abutments. ' A limestone date
stone was placed at the crown of the arch on the north face of the bridge. Short
limestone wing walls are located at each approéach. ,



8. ;S‘ignificance*

Period Areas of S|gn|fncance—Check and justnfy belowr«_w :

— prehistoric . archeology- preh:stonc R commumty planning.. .. Iandscape archltecture__ religion

— 1400-1499. . _- archeology-mstorlc - ____‘conservation - __ law 7" .. —__science .

—1500-1 599.“ __agriculture - economics - —- - -literature - sculpture

__'1600~1699 " ‘architecture © _education - A, mil_itary ____sociall

___1700-1789 ___ art ‘ _X _engineering S music o "~ humanitarian

. 1800-1899 - - commerce © ___exploration/settlement ___ philosophy . theater

_X_ 1900~ ____communications ___industry "__politics/government = _x_transportation
‘ . — invention - - ' -7 _ other (specify)

Specific dates = 1905 LT Builder/Architect Walter Sharp Bridge Co.

Statement of S|gmf|cance (m one paragraph)

The Bucher bridge retains its 1ntegr1ty of 1ocat1on, deslgn, setting, magerials,
feeling. and association. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type
and method of construction no 1onger being used and may yleld 1nformat10n important
to the hlstory of englneerlng. : :

Walter Sharp of E1 Dorado was awarded the contract" for the .Bucher: brldge on. December 21
1904, At that time he anticipated starting construction in two weeks and hoped to have
it completed in 90 days. Sharp completed the brldge on abéut May 18, 1905. The Winfield
" ‘Courier called it:an 'inusually fine piece of work,' and advised anyone involved in

such work to come and inspect it. - T ‘

Due to the fact that the township officials would not assist in finishing the str'ucture,
people 11v1ng in the- nelghborhood got together and built the approaches to the brldge.
The Courier. reported, "The people all cheerfully went to work and our brldge is done.”

‘Walter Sharp was one of the area's most prolific bridge’contractors and usually worked
with stone. By 1904 he had started experimenting with the use of concrete. This
culminated in 1907 with his "invention" of the "Reinforced Concréte Beam Bridge."
Sharp, however, had always_been of the opinion that solid, nonreinforced, concrete
‘bridges were as strong, if not stronger, than a stone arch, His first fest of this

. theory resulted in a bridge completed in December 1904. It is possible the BUCher

’ brldge is a second example of solid concrete bridges.

The Courler reported on” December- 22 that the brldge would be known ‘as the’ Bucher brldge
but does not 1nd1cate the reasomn. :

THTS STATEMENT REFLECTS CURRENT KNOWLEDGE AND TS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.



9. Major Bibliographical References = IO
"Cowley's Bridges," Dexter ‘Advocate, December 8, 1904, p. 1 _

"Bridge Contract Let," Winfield Courier, December 22, 1904, p. 12

"Bridge Completed," Winfield Courier, May 18, 1905, p. 5 :

"Walter Sharp Bridge Company,” El Dorado Walnut Valley T1mes, Marcn 23 1906.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _Less than one acre

Quadrangle name -Udall, Kansas ‘ ST Quadrangle scale _ 1':24 ,000
UTM References e s ' e
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Verbal boundary descrlptlon and justmcatlon

P o

That property on and over Wthh the br1dge is ,bullt 1nc1ud1ng brldge structure, abutments
~and p;Lers. NWL,, S7-—'I‘305-R4E. o LT . - PR T

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state. /., R code _ county - ~_ code
state R  ‘code  _county " Gode

Form Prepared By

4 I B N T LT

name/title ; Larify: J_qcﬁh;i’.ms_,j ‘Resieareh""VHistori‘an‘iandf‘Mi:c:h_ael' Smell . . . .";’_ -

organization« KanSaéffS’t{atéf H:i‘st'otical‘ S.écietyi ' | date . 2120/85
street&nurnber 120 W’eSf 10th ) o L telephone ‘ v'(,91;3)_l‘296:.-.-_2,923,‘
cityortown ToPeka . . T gtate” Kansas - LA

12. State Historic Preservatlon Offlcer Certlflcatlon

The evaluated significance of this property wuthm the state isz oo Co e B

— national x__state — local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evajuated
accordmg to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Semce.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

3

title Executive Director, Kansas State Historical ‘Soc‘iety date 3/4/85




