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specially sworn i nas police for theoccasion, used firehosestow thstand the on-
slaught of nore than 200 railroad |aborers armed with picks, shovels, and paving
stones. Many nen were injured, but therailroad officials did notcall off the
attack until they learned that t he Superior Court had issued an injunction for-
bidding their interference with thestreetcar conpany's work.

After thebrawl thefull bench of five Suprenme Court Justices upheld thevalidity
of theposition taken by Justice Knowlton, and stated that any one of themwasi n
a position t oadequately interpret thelaw (161 Mass 416). This decision still
stands and i s quoted i nsimilar cases i nthefield of jurisprudence. As a result
of theriot high ranking officials of theNew Haven Railroad Co. were sentenced

and served time for provoking and directing ariot. This was a significant case
for itstim because of thefeeling of many people that only t hepoor and powerless
were brought tojustice andtherich and powerful always escaped punishment. Judge
Sher man, who handed down t he sentence on therailroad officials, said i nhis sum
mations of thecase, "Officials nust be taught that they also nmust observe and obey
the law, and that justice nmust be adm nistered impartially upon al | of fenders,
without regard t oclass or distinction."

The North Abington Depot, t hepeace offering tothetown of Abington fromthe New
Haven Railroad Co., stands today as an interesting architectural monunent and as a
symbol of t hesonetimes forgotten fact that no corporationor individual, no matter
how powerful, i sabove t he | aw.
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NORTH ABf f | GTON DEPOT

Railroad St .

1893—1894 Richardsoni an Romanesque railroad depot
designed by architect Bradford LeeGilbert; altered.

Built for town after North Abington Riot, confrontation
between a large railroad conmpany andlocal streetcar |ine,
whi ch resulted i nlandmark judicial decision.
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