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A clubhouse for the Aftermath Club of Bellimjham, Washington, was built on the corner of 
Holly Street and Broadway in 1904. Today the surrounding neighborhood has mixed uses, 
with residential blocks to the west and northwest, and commercial blocks to the south 
east toward the business district of Bellingham. The clubhouse itself is a handsome two- 
story frame structure with a gently pitched hipped roof. The exterior surfaces are clad 
with a combination of wood shingles and lapped siding. With the exception of composition 
shingle roofing, no noticeable alterations have been made to the building's exterior.

The Aftermath Clubhouse is most notable as a late but very successful version of the 
Italian Villa style, popular on the east coast some 50 years earlier. The building has 
an arcaded, offrcenter entrance iporch at its westernmost corner. Projecting'twin 
"towers" .on the Holly Street facade have bell cast hipped roofs. These "towers" or 
rectangular bay windows are joined by a graceful arcaded balcony at the second story 
level. This gallery, and the broad overhang of the main roof, are supported by decorative 
moulded brackets. A variety of original window forms occur throughout the building, in 
cluding double-hung and fixed sash with diamond panes. A chuckanut sandstone and moulded 
brick chimney dominates the western elevation.

The interior of the clubhouse features a large ballroom on the second floor. This space 
is no longer in use owing to structural weakness. The ground floor includes a spacious 
entrance hall, an auditorium and stage, cloakroom and lavatories. No major alterations 
have been undertaken inside the building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Aftermath Clubhouse is an outstanding physical symbol of the Aftermath Club, one of 
the oldest women's clubs in the State of Washington. The'building is;a handsome 
derivation of the Italian Villa style, and has remained essentially unaltered since its 
construction in 1904, The clubhouse is still used in its original capacity today, It 
continues to serve as a social center for the community as well as a cultural focal 
point for members of the Aftermath Club,

A group of New Whatcom women first organized the Aftermath Reading Circle in November of 
1895, as a literary and social club. The membership consisted primarily of women who 
had raised their families and felt the need for a cultural stimulus outside the home. 
Over the years the group has conducted regular educational programs, in addition to 
actively participating in community affairs.

Just after the turn of the century the reading circle incorporated as the Aftermath Club. 
The group soon undertook the construction of a clubhouse on a lot at Broadway and Holly. 
It is believed to be the first women's clubhouse built in the state. An architect by 
the name of Burns was employed, but research to date has not yielded information con 
cerning his background or professional practice in Bellingham, For many years, the 
Aftermath was the only clubhouse in town owned outright by its members, in contrast to the 
rented meeting rooms of most of Bellingham's major men's clubs. Aftermath members were 
able to clear their property of all debts while continuing their charitable and 
educational activities.

Today, as in the past, the clubhouse serves as a meeting place for the active member 
ship of Aftermath. The building is often rented to other groups and private parties 
for meetings, teas, and receptions. The second floor ballroom, unfortunately no longer 
in use, was once one of the best ballrooms in the city. The dances given there were an 
important part of the town's social life for several decades. Some structural stabili 
zation will be necessary to return the second story to normal use.

The clubhouse has been well-maintained over the years. Happily, few alterations have 
taken place which detract from the building's original style. The Italian Villa 
inspired design is an unusual and esthetically pleasing element of the streetscape. 
It contributes substantially to Bellingham's solid repertoire of late 19th and early 
20th century architecture.
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