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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The First Presbyterian Church of Oshkosh is a good example of the Rich-
ardsonian Romanesque which dominated one of the wealthiest periods of
Oshkosh's development. In this building by W.A. Holbrook the early
picturesque works of Richardson have been the gource of inspiration.

In other Oshkosh buildings, for example the Algoma Street Methodist
Church of 1890, the works of Richardson's later, less picturesque

phase have served as models. The architect of the First Presbyterian
Church was W.A. Holbrook. Born in Sacketts Harbor, New York, Holbrook
began his career as an architect in Oshkosh as an apprentice to A.E. Bell
and Company. About 1871 he left Oshkosh to practice in Milwaukee where
he spent the rest of his life. He was associated with the well-known
Milwaukee architect Edward Townsend Mix first as a draftsman and then
as Mix's partner. Their firm was responsible for the Milwaukee Chamber
of Commerce, the 0ld Milwaukee Exposition Hall, the Globe Building and
the Guarantey Building in St. Paul, Minnesota, and the St. Paul Episco-
pal Church in Milwaukee. Holbrook is knownespecially for his church

designs.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First Presbyterian Church of Oshkosh is akin to the early build-

‘ings of Henry Hobson Richardson. The rambling and complex plan recalls

most especially his early libraries, for instance the Winn Memorial
Library of Woburn, Massachusetts. The silhouette of the First Presby-
terian Church is broken and picturesque with a profusion of turrets,
chimneys and towers. The church is constructed of red brick with a
rock-faced stone foundation, stone buttress-heads, stone trim around
the tops of the arched windows, a stone chimney, and stone banding
around the square corner turrets pf the square tower. The corner tur-
rets and the tower itself have steeply pitched roofs; and the mass of
the church is spanned by a hipped-roof pierced by Richardson's distinc-
tive eyebrow dormers and covered with shingles. The effect of the
church is one of "medieval" picturesqueness. The additive composition

- gives the effect of having been built up over many decades. Actually

the church was constructed in 1893, and a manse and minister's office
were added in 1905. The seating arrangements for the First Presbyter-
ian Church are innovative. The church normally seated 500 persons, but
a larger auditorium could be created by raising a set of doors which
usually served to separate the Sunday school rooms and small lecture
rooms from the main sanctuary.
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