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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Vhe Nashville Arcade, extending between M-th and 5th Avenues in the 
city T s downtown shopping area, is an open-ended bazaar composed of 
two two-story brick structures housing shops and businesses. 
Covering the mall is a steel and glass roof that gives the shoppers 
protection in all types of weather. The main body of the mall 
extends some 367 feet and is 20 feet wide.

Shops and businesses line the sidewalk on either side. On the 
second level a balcony extends all around the four sides of the 
mall. Ornate iron grillwork lines the balcony not only for 
protection but decoration.

It has changed remarkably little in the seventy years since its 
construction except for an elevator and a few streamlined facades , 
mostly on the ground floor.

On the balconies of either end, billboards were used to advertise 
the wares of the tenants. These are no longer used.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In the heart of the business district of Nashville is an historic 
tourist attraction that has old world charm with a very modern 
idea. JThe Nashville Arcade is a passage way between Fourth and 
Fifth Avenues with shops and businesses on two levels.^ The 
design, although seventy years old, is much like many of the 
shopping malls of the present day.

The idea of building an open-air bazaar in Nashville originated 
with Daniel Carter Buntin who had traveled to Italy and was greatl^ 
impressed with a structure in Milan. On returning home he 
organized a corporation to build the Arcade at a cost of $200,000 
in 1902. The mall was constructed in less than a year by the 
Edgefield and Nashville Construction Company.

The Arcade opened in the spring of 1903 with Captain T.M.Steger 
as President. The opening day was a great social occasion with 
flags flying and Japanese lanterns gaily decorating the mall. 
For two decades following its opening, the Arcade was a center 
of social and recreational activities in Nashville.

Some of the original shops were: The Ocean, Patterson T s Novelty 
Shop, Blue Seal Baker, Bland T s Fruit Stand. It has been said 
that the Arcade was a small town within a town, complete with 
its own mayor, where you could buy anything from a twelve cent 
hamburger to a $5,000 diamond.

Only a short distance away from the Arcade are structures from 
the same era that exemplify the grandiose splendor that was so 
common in the turn of the century America. The Arcade is still 
flourishing, bringing old world charm to a modern, forward moving 
city.

The Arcade has been an important part of the downtown Nashville 
area for many years, and is significant in that it was one of 
the earliest arcades to be found. It also has a unique archi­ 
tectural style.
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