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The Holy Family Catholic Church, School and Rectory occupy all of block 26
in the Original Town Addition of Mitchell, South Dakota. The four streets pro-
viding boundaries for the district are: Kimball Street on the west, East 3rd
Avenue on the north, Davison Street on the east, and East 2nd Avenue on the south.

The first building on the block was the Holy Family Catholic Church, completed
in 1906. The Late Gothic Revival style church was constructed of cut stone quarr-
ied near Spencer, South Dakota. The roof and central steeple are protected by
slate shingles. Essentially a single story building, the church has smaller
towers three stories tall to either side of the dominant central steeple above
the main (west) entrance. The central steeple has an additional story with
double open Gothic arches facing all four directions. /fbove the double arches
are circular windows with metal Latin crosses attached to the exterior of the
windows. Atop the steeple is another Latin cross, which can be seen in {litchell
from all directions.

The floor plan of the church is a basic Latin cross. The apse is covered
with a hip cable roof. The northern and southarn extensions of the cross gable
roof nave paranets encasing single large Gothic stained glass windows. Fenes-
tration includes various sizes of lancet, circular, rectangular and ribbon windows.
A modified Palladian opening with a central lancet window appears in the steeple.
Cut stone lugsills and surrounds decorate the openings.

One enters the church through double leaf wood doors topped with a stained
qglass transom encased in a large Gothic arch.

English !fedieval influences are seen in the Holy Family Catholic School
at 200 4. Kimball Street. The school is three stories tall and rests upon a
high basement. A dozen concrete steps lead up to the double leaf wood doors,
each of which has a single large rectangular pane of glass. A four center
pointed arch surrounds the doors and transom. A1l of the windows are glass
block with smooth cut stone surrounds and lugsills. A smooth cut stone strinag-
course separates the basement from the first floor. Small crenellated towers
stand to either side of the front (west) doors and run the entire heigth of the
building. Between the towers and atop the attic is a smooth cut stone Celtic cross.

A flat roof covers the entire building and its two story brick addition on
the northeast.

The Holy Family Rectory is an Eclectic Revival version of the Jacobethan style
of architecture. A red tile roof covers the building made of wine-colored brick on
a molded concrete block foundation.

Dormers are enclosed in parapets as are all of the gable ends. Quoins appear
around windows and doors. Ribbon, Chicago, and small rectangular windows constitute
the fenestration.
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The influences of three different styles of architecture--Late Gothic
Revival, English Medieval and Jacobethan--are seen in one square block of Holy
Family Catholic Church property. The cut stone used on the church and school
was commonly seen in public buildings in the late territorial and early state-
hood days of South Dakota. The stone used on these buildings was quarried near
Spencer, South Dakota.

The cut stone Holy Family School and Convent, erected in 1912 at a cost
of $150,000, opened in 1913 under the name Notre Dame Academy. The school
provided its locality with the grades, high school, a one year normal school
and ultimately a two year junior college. The one year normal school began in
1918 and Notre Dame Junior College in the fall of 1922. In 1951 the junior
college consolidated with Presentation Junior College in Ab#rdeen, South Da*ota.
In 1955, more classrooms were added onto the original school building on the
northeast walls.

Holy Family Catholic Church was built in 1906 at a cost of $100,000 as a
religious center for Roman Catholics in the surrounding area. The interior was
remodeled in the last decade, but the exterior remains intact. The fire marshall
called for an alternate exit on the north wall in the 1960's. The cut stone steps
on the north entrance were built from the remains of the old City Hall. The stones
match the building perfectly.'

The rectory was completed in 1921 for $30,000. The rectory, church and school
have served Mitchell Catholics since their respective constructions. A1l of the
b#i]dings are in good condition and promise to serve their purposes in the years
ahead.,
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Holy Family Historic District rests upon one square block, number 26,
in the Original Town Addition of Mitchell, South Dakota. Kimball Street is the
western boundary, East 3rd Avenue, the northern, Davison Street the eastern,
and East 2nd Avenue the southern.
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February 24, 2006 -

Janet Snyder Mathews, Keeper of the NR
U.S. Dept. of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

1849 C St. NW (2280)

Washington D.C. 2005

Dear Dr. Mathews:

Recently a building listed on the National Register of Historic Places was demolished.
The Holy Family School, which is a part of the Holy Family Church, School and Rectory
designation was razed earlier this month.

Holy Family Church, School and Rectory
Kimball and Davison Streets

East 2" and 3" Avenues

Mitchell, SD 57301

NR Ref. # 76001727

Thank you for your attention in this matter.

Sincerely,

a; D\/rgf

State Historic Preservation Officer
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