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NATI ONAL. REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (| f appl i cabl )

As a cohesive grouping of residences built for suburban comuters
beginning i nthe |860s when the Charles River Branch of the railroad
was extended from Brookline to Needham the Crystal Lake & Pleasant
Eilstoric District nmeets Criterion A of the National Register of Historic

aces.

Because of the high level of quality and v/orkmanship of the
residences i nthe area, andbecause the proposed district contains the
city's finest grouping of Carpenter Gothic houses, the Crystal Lake &

Pl easant Historic District meets Criterion Cof the National Register of
Historic Places.

ARHTECTURL. SAGNHCANE  Describe Inportant architectural featuresand eval uate In terns of
other areas within the community.

The architectural variety and quality present in the proposed district
are reflected i nanunber of md-to |ate-nineteenth century houses in
several styles. Theproposed district also contains a cluster of Carpenter
Got hi ¢ houses which are anmong the city's best exanples of this house type.
The |orogre35|on of architectural styles inthe district illustrates the
devel opment of the neighborhood fromthe [860s until the tum of-the-century.

The Crystal Lake & Pleasant Street Historic District includes
Bropernes al ong Lake at the northem edge of Crystal Lake, andal ong
| easant Street north of i tsintersection with Beacon Street. Pleasant
follows the contour of the westem edge of the Newton Centre Pl aygromd.

The houses al ong Pl easant Street date fromthe |860s, while those
al ong Lake Avenue date from the [880s and189C5. The Pl easant Street
houses are located along the crest of alightly wooded hillside,-while
those along Lake Avenue are ona flat plain.

HSTORCA. SAGNHACMNE Explain historical Inportance of area and howthe area relates tothe
devel opnent of other areas of the community.

The Crystal Lake & pleasant Street District occupies an area
west of Centre Street andnorth of Crystal Lake (formerly kno" mas
viisv/all's Pond) in Nev/ton Centre. Until the md-nineteenth century
most of the |and vias devoted to farmng, v/iith sections remaining
forested. The sloof)e_along Pl easant v/ias called Munt Pleasant durin
the eighteenth andnineteenth centuries. In SF Smth's Historyo
Nev/ton, he describes Munt Pleasant as "....pine tree covered.." and i t
today retains that picturesque quality.

During the year 1850, the Charles River Branch of the railroad
vias extended from Brookline through Nev/ton and onto Needham Soon
afterward. Beacon Street v/ias extended westv/ard from Centre Street.
This initiated residential devel opment of the area. Lake Avenue
vias laid out at this time.

The area betv/ieen Pleasant Street and Crystal Lake vias first
devel oped bly Rosv/ell Tumer, v/iho had begun amassi n? property inthe area
during the [8"0s. Tumer vias largely responsible for the extension
of Beacon Street, andthe construction of Lake Avenue. Alnost inmediately
houses began to be constructed al ong Beacon Street, andthe neighborhood
soon evolved into a fashionable residential suburb.

During the |1860s, a nunber of Tumer's properties (including his
om residence at nearby 15 Bracebrldge Road) viere purchased by Charles

B B GFRAHY and/ or REFERENES

Nev/ton's 19th Century Architecture. Nev/ton Centre, @Jc Hill, Chestnut Hill
~and Conmonv/eal th Avenue, 1985.

Historical Sketch of Crystal Lake., Newton Centre |nprovenent Assoc, [911].
SF. Smth. History of Nev/ton. «T:830. .

. Margaret Orr. Nev/ton Centre. Jackson Honmestead vertical iiie. 885
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ARCH TECTURAL SI GN FI CANCE, cont.

Avariety of md- to late-nineteenth century styles are
rlt\a/gresented i'nthe district, including Italianaite, Gothic Revival, .
xMansard, Queen Anne, Stick Style and Col onial Revival, Despite certain
variations inscale andsetback, anda few |ater tv/entieth century
structures, overall uniform t%/_ I s achi eved by the consistent residential
nature of the buildings andhigh quality of "design andworkmanship
inherent inthe houses.

The Carpenter Cothic houses |ocated al ong Pleasant Street are the
ol dest houses i n the district, andare Newton Centre's only exanple
of the style. These houses also constitute anunusual concentration of
houses i nthe Carpenter Cothic node, v/hich do not occur inlarge nunbers
in the city. Each of these houses exhibits anirregular silhouette
and famciful scroll-savmomanent onthe vergeboards, dormers and
porch supports. The houses exenplify the asymetrical, irregular lines
of the nineteenth century Romantic reéevivals. Thedetails andonmnanent
are Gothic-inspired, but the formand plan follov/ the sidehall precedents
established during the Qeek Revival period. The Pleasant Street
Carpenter Gothic cottages are trp| cal of the picturesquely-sited suburban
cottages popul arized by the publications of A.J. Dov/ning. ~ The best-knovm
of these style-books was The Architecture of Country Houses.

The Pleasant Street cottages conprise a small, but special group of
houses that nakes an excellent visual record of the period vihen this
nei ghborhood v/iest of Nev/ton Centre was regarded as an ideal suburban
location for_ individuals desiring a convenient, yet rustic placeof
resi dence. The Gothic Revival style andthe landscaped settings advocated
by Dov.Tiing and hi s contenporaries flourished briefly in Nev/ton and
ot her Boston suburbs such as Canbridge, Medford aid Roxbury Highlands.

The house at 106 Pl easant Street (1860s) i s a one andone-half story,
L-plan cottage v/ith a steeply pitched cross gable roof. Theroof is
omanented with an el aborate scroll-sawn vergeboard. Vindov/s and dorners
are asymmetrical insize andplacenent. Oher features includethe
gabl ed entrance porch v/ith scroll-sav/in trim offset to the right, "and
the pol y*nal facade bay. _ .

Simlar informanddecorative vocabulary is the house at 921
Beacon Street (1860s), occupied inthe 1880s by Charles Bennett, a
Boston stockbroker. ~The focal point of the house's design is a square
rear tov/er, built no doubt to take advantage of the beautiful viev/
once afforded fromits hilltop site. . .

(e of the nore nodest cottages i nthe grouping i s the house at .
112 Pl easant (1864). The only exanple of the Mansard style inthe district,
this dimnutive cottage i s based ona rectangul ar pl an, andhas a
mansard roof of bellcast profile punctuated by recessed dormers. The
entrance i s offset to the right beside a polygonal facade bay. J. Everts
Comel ius, a Boston insurance agent, lived at this address in 187"

Staple tolnventory form at bottoa
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(e of the oldest houses in the district and an excellent
exanpl e of the Bracketed Italiaxiate style, is the house at 21 Lake
Avenue éc. 1858). Built soon after Beacon Street vias extended _
westv/ard from Centre Street, the house was owned by Charles S Davis
during the last quarter of the nineteenth century.” H initially
rented the porperty, and resided here hinself after 1891. The house
s a two and one-half story, T-plan structurewith a cross-?a_ble
roof, and deep bracketed eaves v/ith short gable retums. [tis
ossible that v/hen built, the house vias orrented tov/ard the |ake, rather
han toward the street. _ _

The house at 908 Beacon Street (c. 1880) is anmong the finest
exanpl es of the Stick Style inthe city. A characteristic decorative
system of v/ooden framng is apPl|ed_to the house's exteriorwall
surfaces. The elaborate detailing is well-preserved. Oher notable
features of this house include the square tov/ier with itssteeply-
pitched p%ram dal roof, and the tv/o-sided porch with quadrant struts.

The house at 97 Lake Avenue (c. 1893) occupies a promnent site
overlookln? Crystal Lake. |t exemplifies the conmodious |ate nine-
teenth century upper class suburban houses built in the area vl/est
of Nev.'ton Centre. Although boxy and rectangular in form the house .
dISP| aP/_s a nunber of Queen Anne features, includinga ste_eﬁly-pl_tched hi p
roof v/iith flared eaves and a conical tov/er enbellished v/ith mastic v/ork
at the fascia. A subsidiary polygonal turret and hip-roofed porte-
cochere are offset to the left, e original ochEant of this house Vias
Stephen VA Hunter, treasurer of the Coodyear & MKay Sev/ing Machine
Gonpany of Bost on. .

~ The Colonial Revival st¥|e house at 38 Lake Avenue (c.1893) vias
built on the former estate of Edv/in Fov/le, a shipping merchant. The
estate grounds v/iere subduvuded as devel opnent pressures increased in
the area. The present house occupies a promnent site overlooking
Crystal Lake, and was built for David H Andrev/s, president of
the Boston Br|d?e Vlorks. The Andrev/s house is a tv/o and one-half
story, rectangular plan house v/ith a truncated hip roof punctuated
by Pedl mented and segnental gables. The entrance with |eaded glass
fan |8ht and half sidelights, is set viithina full-v/idth porch v/ith
paired lonic colums. A doned gazebo is situated on the property
near the v/ater's edge.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Davis, a partner in the Boston Piano manufacturing concemof Hallett &
Davis. Davis Pl.ayed a continuing role in Newon Centre real estate
devel opnent until” his death in 1907 .

| nprovenments i n passenger rail service by the 1880s accelerated
the residential devel opnent of the Crystal Lake & Pl easant Street
nei ghborhood. An enbanknent and v/alb.vay viere built along the shores
of Crystal Lake near Lake Avenue, the result of efforts bythe Nev/ton
Centré Inprovenent Association during the tenure of itsfirst president,
John Lov/ell of Chestnut Hill, around 1879, Crystal Lake was the
center of considerable recreational activity including' skating, and
sviimmng, as v/ell as Fourth of July festivities. Lake Avenue and
Crystal and Laurel Streets viere laid out in a southerly direction
from Beacon Street, providing access to this area. At this time
the |ake becane knov/n by it spresent nane, Crystal Lake.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa



RYSTAL LAKE & PLEASANT STRET H STAR C D STR CT

Addr ess SBL Historic Nane Dat e Style anc I nven. Area
908 Beacon St . 62-1-19 c. 1880 Stick C 14, 204
921 Beacon St . 64- 26- 15 c. 1870 Gothic Rev. C NG 38 12, 650
19 Crystal gj-" 62-6-9 C 1874 Italianate C NG 195 11,885
20 Crystal St. 62-7-7 c. 1875 Italianate C NG 196 7,700
27 Crystal St. 62- 6- 10 C 1886 Queen Anne C NG 197 10, 886
37 Crystal St. 62- 4- 36 C 1871 Italianate ¢ NG 198 10, 592
3 Lake Ave. 64- 26- 14 former stable c. 1870 Cc 5863
21 Lake Ave. 62- 8- 8 1877 I'talianate NG 381 16, 258
30 Lake Ave. 62-1-18  Met hodi st Episcopal parsonage 1880 Tudor Rev. (¢ 10, 067
38 Lake Ave. 62-1-17 David Andrews House 1893 Col. Rev. Cc NG 382 45, 560
51 Lake Ave. 62-8-9 1914 NC 12, 754
53 Lake Ave. 62- 8- 10 1883 Queen Anne ¢ NG 383 9, 081
57 Lake Ave. 62-8-11 1883 Queen Anne ¢ NG 384 10, 175
63 Lake Ave. 62- 8- 12 1963 NC 10, 584
69 Lake Ave. 62-8-13 carriage house 1878 Queen Anne ¢ NG 385 10, 787
77 Lake Ave. 62-8-1 1939 NC 36, 357
97 Lake Ave. 62-7-6 St ephen Hunter House 1893 Queen Anne C NG 387 30, 560
106 Pl easant St . 64- 26- 13 1860s CGot h. Rev. C NG 593 14, 335
112 Pl easant St . 64- 26- 12 c. 1864 Mansar d C NG 594 11, 900
120 Pl easant St . 64-26-11 c. 1864 Goth. Rev. C NG 595 11,794
126 Pl easant St. 64-26- 10 1860s Italianate C 10, 000
132 Pl easant St . 64- 26- 9 c. 1870 Italianate C 7, 500
140 Pl easant St . 64- 26- 8 1860s Goth. Rev. C NG- 598 42,540
23 properties with an area of 364,032 square feet ( acres)

(23 buildings, 3 non-contributing)
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Crystal Lake and Pleasant Street Historic
District (Newton MRAJ

Middlesex County

MASSACHUSETTS

D resubmission

CD nomination by person or local government
im owner objection

CH appeal

Substantive Review: CZ sample CZ] request appeal

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: cal corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * 1O

7. Description

Condition Chaedk one
excellent | Ideteriorated ¢ ! unaltered

(0% gm : CZruins altered

o fair Il unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CZ summary paragraph
CZ completeness

CZ clarity

CZ alterations/integrity
| ldates

CZ boundary selection

Working No. JUL 23 IPRﬁ

Fed. Reg. Date: .t-Jd/of fj, /
Date Due: Nofrparnan
Action: UCCEPT f — iN-nC!
RETURN
REJECT
Federal Agency:

CZ NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
CZ original site

moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CH completeness

CZ clarity .
CZ] applicable criteria "
CZ justification of areas checked

CZ relating significance to the resource

« context

CZ relationship of integrity to significance
CZ justification of exception

CZ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Vertal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

Other

sfSllaps
CZ Photographs
CZ Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 91 8-450
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