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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION A-13 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

Area Form no. 

B 36 

Readina 

- "ess 79-81 Salem Stc«e%-

or ic Name I 4-^ \.-. JL. 
Original t w o - f a m i l y d w e l l i n g 

Present t w o - f a m i l y dv / e l l i ng 

r sh ip :E l Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

cross streets and other buildings 
^o.r (?eo£rai2hi.cal_i£atures, 

Original owner Samuel R. A l l e n 

: R I P T I O N : 

Date c. 1840-1850 

\ ' A r ^ i Source 

Style 

v a l u a t i o n book 

Federal-Greek Rev iva l 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabr ic clapboards  

Outbuildings " 

Major alterations (with dates) south 

ex tens ion and f e n e s t r a t i o n . 

i n c l u d i n g dormers 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage 13,917 sq. f t . 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l P rese rva t ion Setting faces n o r t h , toward an o l d 
Associa tes 

Organization Readj4\g, H g ^ t o r i c a l s t r e e t ; s i t s c lose t o t h a t road 
C omm ̂  ̂ s i p r f f ^ |3 

Date November 30, 1980 

Date Al//L/^^ 

r.Sr;ip1<- .Kill i r i o n n 1 shoets horp") 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings within community) 

This house i s e s s e n t i a l l y a Federal cottage t h a t was given an unusually 
elaborate Greek Revival doorway treatment. The Federal d e t a i l s include 
the narrow cornerboards and cor n i c e , and the short gable r e t u r n s . The 
doorway i s unusual, i n t h a t many of the fi v e - b a y , one and one-half 
s t o r y cottages i n the area lacked a c l a s s i c a l doorway surround a l t o ­
gether. This one i s e s p e c i a l l y generous i n p r o p o r t i o n , w i t h a t a l l 
e n t a b l a t u r e and p i l a s t e r s enriched w i t h a Greek key design. The 
windows p r o j e c t from the plane of the w a l l , which i s another unusual 
f e a t u r e . . . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played i n local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

Samuel A l l e n was a carpenter or house b u i l d e r . He owned no property 
i n 1840, but d i d own a house i n 1850. Samuel died on November 13, 
1853, and h i s widow, Lucy J., continued t o l i v e i n one h a l f of the 
two-family house f o r many years t h e r e a f t e r . Other occupants of the 
house included c a b i n e t - t r a d e workers and a German f a m i l y . Cabinetmaking 
was a major i n d u s t r y i n the neighborhood. A plani n g m i l l was located 
on Salem S t r e e t t o the west of t h i s house. I t was e s t a b l i s h e d i n the 
1840's by W i l l i a m Badger, and served the cabinet and f u r n i t u r e i n d u s t r y 
f o r many years. The m i l l was closed i n 1906 and subsequently demol­
ished (see form no. B-32). 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

1854 map - Mrs. A l l e n (Mrs. Samuel R. A l l e n , or Lucy J. A l l e n ) 
1875 map - Mrs. A l l e n (Mrs. Samuel R. A l l e n , or Lucy J. A l l e n ) 
1889 map - Mrs. A l l e n (Mrs. Samuel R. A l l e n , or Lucy J. A l l e n ) 
1850 v a l u a t i o n book (Samuel R. Al l e n ) 
1855 census 
Reading v i t a l records 

20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHE£T 

RASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSION 
Off ice of the Secretary, Bostoi 

Ccaraminity': 

Reading 

Form No: 

B-36 

Property Name: 

Indicate each item on inventory form which i s being continued belcjw. 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

This house i s s i g n i f i c a n t (1) f o r i t s r o l e i n the development of Salem 
Stre e t as a 19th-century r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial neighborhood; and 
(2) as a l a r g e l y i n t a c t example of a t y p i c a l Federal-Greek Revival 
cape-style cottage. I t r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
workmanship, and f e e l i n g , and meets C r i t e r i a A and C o f the National 
Register. 

Staple to Inventory form at bott cm 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service ^ NPS UM only 

Nat iona l Regis ter of H is to r i c P laces Received '̂̂ Ẑ 
Inven to ry—Nomina t ion Form f<»ateentered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page s--J-^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Multiple Resource Area 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

keeper rAj^^^d-^u.^A^p^^ 
Kational Begisttr 

Attest 

42. House at 16 Mineral Street ^^lo^i^Heg^ster ^^eper c^^^^-W^^^---^ 

Attest 

43. House at 26 Center Avenue Entered In tha '^teeper AP(LLA*'''-'-''i'^y^*-^ 
Katlonal Begtster 

Attest 
Entered In the > . ^ / > 

44. House at 42 Salem Street National Register "feeeper ̂ ^Z^^^^p-y^ ^Af/f 

Entered In the Attest 

„ , , Attest 
Entered In tha 

Attest 
Entered In the 

House at 77 Howard Street National Hegister deeper /AU^^-t'-^.-A^Sy^ 

Attest 

48. House at 79-81 Salem Street ^Uo^'Eegmer ^^^P^^ ./U^^^^^/^^A^ 

Attest 
Entered in tha 

peeper AAd<J^-t^^,,A^-^<^-^ 

Attest 

SnLorei In t t a ilceeper 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

House at 79—81 Salem Street (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
• appeal 

CU sample CD request Substantive Review: 

Working No. JUN A 1984 

Fed. Reg. Date: C ^ ^ A A T X ^ X , ~ A  
Date Due: 7 - ^ j A ? - / ^ - ^ / 

Entered In tl̂ «̂'°"̂  - ^ Z C ^ P ^ __Al^AS^. lA7L 
Hatlonal Eeglster RETURN 

REJECT. 
Federal Agency: 

• appeal CU NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

, see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed i3elow 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

good 

CU fair 

CU deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CU unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity 
CU alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
CU boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CU justification of areas checked ^ 
CU relating significance to the resource 
CU context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CU Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may tie directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 







PLAT 87 

PLAT 

93.0 

42 4tb 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


