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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON A-13
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108

cross streets and other buildings
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Recorded by Architectural Preservation
Associates
Organization Readj4\g, Hg”torical
CamA siprff ~ |3
November 30, 1980

Date Al//L/M

Date

Area Fom no.

Readina
- "ess 79-81 Salem Stc«e%-
oric Nare | 41\, JL.
Original two-family dwelling
Present two-family dv/elling

rship:El Private individual
Private organization

Public
Original owner Samuel R. Allen
‘RIPTION:
Date c. 1840-1850
Source valuation book
Style Federal-Greek Revival

Architect

Exterior wall fabric clapboards

Outbuildings

Major alterations (with dates) south

extension and fenestration.
including dormers

Moved no Date

Approx. acreage 13,917 sqg. ft.

Setting faces north, toward an old
road

street; sits close to that

r.Sr;ipl<- Killi rionn 1 shoets horp")



ARCH TECTURAL SI GNLFI CANCE  (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This house i sessentially a Federal cottage that was given an unusually

el aborate Greek Revival doorway treatment. The Federal details include
the narrow cornerboards andcornice, andtheshort gable returns. The
doorway i sunusual, i nthat many of t hefive-bay, one and one-half
story cottages i nthe area lacked a classical doorway surround alto-
gether. This one i sespecially generous i nproportion, with a tall
entablature and pilastersenriched with a Greek key design. The

wi ndows project from the plane of the wall, which i sanother unusual
feature. . :

HSTCR CAL SIGN FICANCE (explain the role owers played in local or state history
and howthe buildingrelates to the devel opment of the community)

Samuel Allen was a carpenter or house builder. He owned no property

in 1840, butdid own a house i n1850. Sanmuel died on Novenber 13,

1853, and his widow, Lucy J., continued tolive i none half of the
two-fam |y house for many years thereafter. Other occupants of the
house included cabinet-trade workers and a German family. Cabinetmaking

was a major industry i nt he neighborhood. A planing mill was located
on Salem Street t othe west of this house. |t was established i n the
1840's by William Badger, and served the cabinet andfurniture industry
for many years. Themill was closed i n1906 and subsequently denol -

ished (see form no. B-32).

Bl BLI GERAPHY and/ or REHFEHRENGES

1854 map - Ms. Allen (Ms. Samuel R Allen, or Lucy J. Allen
1875 map - Ms. Allen (Ms. Sanuel R Allen, or Lucy J. Allen
1889 map - Ms. Allen (Ms. Sanmuel R Allen, or Lucy J. Allen
1850 valuation book (Samuel R Allen)

1855 census

Reading vital records
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Ccaraminity”: Fom No:

RASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON Reading B-36
Office of the Secretary, Bostoi

Property Name

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued belcjw.

CRI TERI A FOR EVALUATI ON

This house i ssignificant (1) foritsrole i nthedevelopment of Salem
Street as a 19th-century residential and commercial neighborhood; and
(2) as a largely intact exanple of a typical Federal-Greek Revival
cape-style cottage. | tretains integrity of location, design, setting,
wor kmanship, and feeling, and meets Criteria A and C of t heNational
Regi ster.

Staple to Inventory form at bott g qp



United States Department ofthe Interior

National Park Service N NPS UM only
National Register of Historic Places Remed Y7
Inventory—Nomination Form oseabad
Continuation sheet Item number Page s-J-"

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Nane Reading Multiple Resource Area
State M ddl esex County, NASSACH EETTS

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
keeper rA"Yd-Au N NAN
Kational Begisttr
Attest
42. House at 16 M neral Street "™l o”i”"Heg”ster Aeper CANNN-\WEAN- - - N
Attest
43. House at 26 Center Avenue Entered Intha "Nt eeper AP(LLA*'"-'-UitAynEn
Kat | onal Begtster
Attest
Entered I nthe > N /
44. House at 42 Sal em Street Nat i onal Regi ster "feeeper "MZAMAp-y~ A
Entered I nthe At t est
Entered I n tha Attest
Attest
Entered I n the
House at 77 Howard Street Nat | onal Hegi ster deeper JAUNN-t'-N -ANSYN
Attest
48. House at 79-81 Salem Sreet ~UoMEegmer AMPAN JUNMVYINAN
Attest
Entered in tha
peeper AAAS M- ANNAN
Attest
SnLorei Intta ilceeper

Attest



WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

House at 79—81 Salem Street (Reading MRA)

Middlesex County

MASSACHUSETTS

*  resubmission

Ent ered

Hat | onal Eegl ster

e nomination by person or local government

CH owner objection
e appeal

Substantive Review:

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Locdtion

3. Classification

Category

4. Owner of Property

CU sample CD request * appeal

.technical corrections cited below
.Ssubstantive reasons discussed i3elow

Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition

excellent
good
CU fair

Check one
CU deteriorated unaltered
| ruins altered

CU unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CU summary paragraph
CU completeness

CU clarity

CU alterations/integrity
| Idates

CU boundary selection

Working No. JN

Date Due:
| ntlM«e"n

7 - A

A 3
Fed. Reg. Date: CA*"AATX"X

j

A

s ~ A
2-1n-n]

-AZCAPA __AINASALIATL

REJECT.

Federal Agency:

CU NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline

Date

, See continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one

original site
moved

date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CU summary paragraph

CU completeness

CU clarity

CH applicable criteria

CU justification of areas checked *

CU relating significance to the resource
CU context

CU relationship of integrity to significance
CU justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CU Maps
CU Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may tie directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290



