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DESCRIPTION

Date 1830-1835

Souce mgs
Style transitional Greek Revival/Gothic
) Revival
Architect. mb/IdIMy
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Ly hood
UM RBEERENCE A /IAA 60 /7662 Recorded by.E- Woodford, S. Ceccacci
) ) ed. b. Leccacci
B QUADRANGLESAUbNCIBKQJIEMCOO Q Organization Southbridge Historical Com
mission

SCALE Date Mas 1986



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Janmes Gl eason House i s significant for itsassociation with tho
toun's md- [9th century real estate development and its stylish
and rare Gothic Revival design. I't meets National Register criteria AC
el«f'ieNftad retains integrity of setting, location, materials,

wor kmanshi p, design, feeling, and association. The boundaries
indicated on the attached assessors mp are those of current

owner ship.

%‘Wﬁﬂﬁﬂ%&%ﬁi?@ inportant architectural features and eval uate Hl EEF% 8;

This cottage i s one of only a rew remaining residences in Southbridge with elements of the
Gothic Revival style. The Gothic Revival style experienced only limited popularity in

Central Massachusetts cities and towns, leaving relatively few exanples surviving today throug
out the area. Mst of these surviving exanples indicate that the use of the Gothic Revival
here was almost entirely inthe vernacular, consisting nost often in the application of Gothic
el ements to one story, gable front houses with symmetrical silhouettes. This is precisely

the case for the James G eason Cottage where a recessed Gothic arched porch occupies the
projecting pediment of an otherwi se Greek Revival house. The present porch is not original,
but was probably added around the turn of the cnetury when the house was noved fromit s
original site. I tisvery likely that the original porch consisted of four Doric colums,
giving the house an even nore Greek Revival flavor. A house of similar design still exists

in nearby Sturbridge Center.

SISROBL G\IHCAI\%E lain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
Elwl I ng re?atesto the d%%lopnent of the comnurh)t)y. y « UV we

The size and md-19th century vernacular style of this house relates i tto other mddle class
residences lining High, Sayles and Wnter Streets. Myved from the nearby eastern corner of
Mai n and Sayles Street about 1900, the house is stylistically and historically part of the
nei ghborhood where i t now stands. -

This cottage was probably built by Janmes G eason, a successful grocer who had an interest in
several stores and business enterprisesin @obe Village during the mddle portion of the
19th century. For many years @ eason operated the Union Store, a cooperative store of the
Protective Union, Division 661. Wen the success of the Union Store caused i tto 'require

nore space, the Ham lton Mill built a building known as the Union Block to house it. After
some time (the exact date i s not clear), the Union Store came into the possession of G eason.
[t was operated by him and later by Julius S deason until around the turn of the
century.

The increasing success of the Ham Iton Wbolen Mills created a growh in populationand a
related building boomin dobe Village fromthe 1SSOs until the Civil Wr. The success of
James d eason's businesses nust have been due inpart to this prosperity and to the increase
in population. The constructionof his house was part of the building boomthat devel oped High
Sayles and Wnter Streets during the sane period. deason later built a nuch larger and nore
i mposing house inthe Italianate style on the western corner of Main and Sayles Streets,
opposite the original location of this cottage. That house is still standing but has unfor-
tunately been altered by the application synthetic siding.
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