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Town Southbridge 

Address 31 Sayles Street 

Historic Name James Gleason Cottage 

Use: Present 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1830-1835 

residence 

residence 

Source maps 

Style t r a n s i t i o n a l Greek Revival/Gothic 

Architect. mb/ldlMy 
Revival 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards 

Outbuildings Wlfliy 

Major Alterations (with dates) front 

porch a l a t e r addi t ion (ca. 1900 ) 

Condition Good 

-t..y 

Moved Date 

Acreage le9Si^Qr\6t \J ) aCTt^ 

Setting mid—19th c. res i d e n t i a l neighbor-

hood 

UTM REFERENCE j ^ / l A A ^ 6 0 / ^ 6 6 2 

USGS QUADRANGLESdUĵ bf\̂ Cj6KQJ£̂ ^CO0 Q 

SCALE 

Recorded by.E- Woodford, S. Ceccacci 
ed. b. Leccacci  

Organization Southbridge H i s t o r i c a l Com-
mission 

Date Mav 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 
The James Gleason House i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n with tho 
toun's mid- / 9 t h century r e a l e s t a t e development and i t s s t y l i s h 
and r a r e Gothic R e v i v a l design. I t meets National R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A C 
eJ<«f'ie»\ftand r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , 
workmanship, design, f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . The boundaries 
i n d i c a t e d on the attached a s s e s s o r s map are those of c u r r e n t 
ownership. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the coranunity. m terms or 
This cottage i s one of only a rew remaining residences i n Southbridge with elements of the 
Gothic Revival s t y l e . The Gothic Revival s t y l e experienced only l i m i t e d popularity i n 
Central Massachusetts c i t i e s and towns, leaving r e l a t i v e l y few examples surviving today throug 
out the area. Most of these surviving examples indicate that the use of the Gothic Revival 
here was almost e n t i r e l y i n the vernacular, consisting most often i n the application of Gothic 
elements to one story, gable front houses with symmetrical silhouettes. This i s precisely 
the case f o r the James Gleason Cottage where a recessed Gothic arched porch occupies the 
projecting pediment of an otherwise Greek Revival house. The present porch i s not o r i g i n a l , 
but was probably added around the turn of the cnetury when the house was moved from i t s 
o r i g i n a l s i t e . I t i s very l i k e l y that the o r i g i n a l porch consisted of four Doric columns, 
giving the house an even more Greek Revival f l a v o r . A house of similar design s t i l l exists 
i n nearby Sturbridge Center. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
• building relates to the development of the comnunity. « i uw w.e 

The size and mid-19th century vernacular s t y l e of this house relates i t to other middle class 
residences l i n i n g High, Sayles and Winter Streets. Moved from the nearby eastern corner of 
Main and Sayles Street about 1900, the house i s s t y l i s t i c a l l y and h i s t o r i c a l l y part of the 
neighborhood where i t now stands. . ,-. 

This cottage was probably b u i l t by James Gleason, a successful grocer who had an interest i n 
several stores and business enterprises i n Globe Village during the middle portion of the 

' 19th century. For many years Gleason operated the Union Store, a cooperative store of the 
Protective Union, Division 661. When the success of the Union Store caused i t to 'require 
more space, the Hamilton M i l l b u i l t a building known as the Union Block to house i t . After 
some time (the exact date i s not c l e a r ) , the Union Store came into the possession of Gleason. 
I t was operated by him and l a t e r by Julius S. Gleason u n t i l around the turn of the 
century. 

The increasing success of the Hamilton Woolen M i l l s created a growth i n population and a 
related building boom i n Globe Village from the ISSO's u n t i l the C i v i l War. The success of 
James Gleason's businesses must have been due i n part to t h i s prosperity and to the increase 
i n population. The construction of his house was part of the building boom that developed High 
Sayles and Winter Streets during the same period. Gleason l a t e r b u i l t a much larger and more 
imposing house i n the I t a l i a n a t e style on the western corner of Main and Sayles Streets, 
opposite the o r i g i n a l location of t h i s cottage. That house i s s t i l l standing but has unfor­
tunately been altered by the application synthetic siding. 
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