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This form is for use in nominating or requesting detemiinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in Hovi* to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
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1. Name of Property

historic name. YWCA Boston

other names/site humber. Rnstnn YWCA

2, Lnr.atiftn

Street & number, 140 Clarendon Street n/a not for publication
city or town Boston n/a vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA  county  Suffolk .code -eg?- zip code 02116

3- State/Federal Ayenny Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this  tfrujmination
* request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
i"meets * does not meet theMational Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

Clnationally « statewide [Xocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Sigmatir~of certifying official/utib Cara H. Metz, State Historic Preservation Officer * ] Date
Massachusetts Historical Conrimission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets * does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Servire Certification
1, herelBy certify that this property is:
Entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



YWCA Boston
Name of Property

5. Ciasbsification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
jcprivate ji building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

tm

6, Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

SOCIALI /nivifr
DOMESTIC/ multiple dwelling

RFCRRFATIONY/ spnrts far.ility

CULTURE!/theatre
FNUCATIONY/.-~chnnl

7, nescription

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

| ATF 1Q*'~-20" CENTURY RFVIVAI « Nen-Classinal

Bfivival

Narrative Description

Suffolk, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do nat include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 .building
sites
, Structures
objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Q AN

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

SOCIAL/nivin
NOMFSTIC/multlple riwfilling
RFCRFATION/spnrts far.ility
CULTURE/theatre
COMMFRCF/restaurant
FDUCATION/srhnnl

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete

walls  brick
roof.
other limestone

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

v f.
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Narrative Descriptinn

The Bogton YWCA is athirteen-story, one-block building located a 140 Clarendon Street in the Back Bay section of
Boston, Massachusetts, inadensdy deveoped 20* century urban neighborhood of fivetothirty story buildings. It gands
on the comer of Clarendon and Stuart Streets, with its primary eevation facing northeest towards Clarendon. Thisbrick,
E-shaped building with light wells opening on the fifth and ninth floorswas built in the classicd tradition. The building

is congructed of sted framing and brick wallswith a poured concrete foundation. The building has two facades, eech
with aprincipal entrance, one onthe northeast devation (Clarendon Street) and one on the southwest elevation (Stuart
Street).  The building's main entrance is on the northeast devation, and isfaced with an arched limestone entryway and
limestone details & the upper floors. The building isdivided into nine bays on the northeest elevation (Clarendon Street),
and seven on the southwest elevation (Stuart Street), (See photos #1 and 2).

The limestone two-tier, three-bay integra entry porch on the northeest fafade embodies the building's classical
syling.(See photo #3). The arches are flanked by engaged columns with stylized capitols, and each arch is adorned with
ten rosettesand an enlarged keystone. There are two flagpoles mounted between each column, above which stsan
ovular rosette. The main entryway is a double-door with five pane sidelights and around-arched glazed transom
window.(See photo #4). A limestone baudrade indicates the ssoond story porch. There isan additional entrancetofirst
floor commercial goace to the west of the main entry door, and an entryway to what is now arestaurant to the eest of the
main entry.(See photo #5). The building's sscond entrance on Stuart Street (southwest) was radically modified in the
1970s Thisentrance condgsts of aone-gory door and window surround in limestone flush with the brick wall. A flat
metal door hood projects over the door and a larger, southem flanking fixed window. While thiswindow isin line with
the fourth bay, it is larger than other windows on the building, and hes two smadller fixed windows on either dde(See
photo #6).

The limestone dentil comice between the third and fourth stories mns along the front faBade and the northwest elevation.
A similar comice isrepeated between the deventh and twelfth floors, running aong the northwest and southeest
devaions aswell asthe faBade. A gtringcourse mns along the faBade and both the southeast and southwest elevations.
Diamond pattemed brick pands are placed between window bays aong the fourth story of the faBade.(See photo #7).

All of the windows are double-hung sash replacement windows. There are no windows in the eesternmost three bays on
the fifth floor aong the faBade, indicating the presence of the gymnasum. The window bays have been replaced with
brick inserts, but maintain the fenestration pattern. The three center bays are marked by the entryway that runs the first
two gories. Thethird story has six windows, while gtories four through fourteen have acentra pair of windows with a
singular window flanking eech sde. The first and sscond story windows dong the feBade and southwest eevations are
omamented by decorative crowns exhibiting overflowing fruit bowls(See photo #8), Large limestone rosettes are placed
between each deventh story window, matching the projecting capitols from the dentil comice above. Two decorative
bosses with inverted triangles in bluetile are placed on either side of the three central windows (See photo #9). The
twelfth story window spandrds feature svags carved from limestone.

(continued)
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ThereisaYWCA lighted sign of three-dimensiond lettering running vertical along the southwest devation (Stuart

Street) of the building st before the first window bay. A wooden Lyric Stage Company sign runs above the first floor
windowsiin the first bay on the southwest devation.(See photo #10)

A two-gtory brick and stucco central devator penthouse is centered on the roof and goans three bays. 1t hes a copper
comice, atiled hipped roof with aflat projection accented with copper cresting, and four origina louver bays in the eest
and west dlevations. A large 'YWCA' signis presant on eech eevation between the comice line and thelower
dringcourse. There isasecondary devator penthouse on the south side of the roof. The smdler penthouse is a two-story
brick stmcture with oversized arch springed window bays that have been filled in with stuccoed concrete. Thereis a
gringcourse mnning aop the window bays, and a smple comice running above the stringcourse.

Theinterior, while retaining much of its origina features and layout, hes undergone changes over the yearsthat are
reflective of the evolving needsof the YWCA and itsusers. Mogt of the later dterationsto the interior of the YWCA
condgs of either partition infill for office goace or aredefinition of existing rooms. The first floor hes been dtered insofar
&5 arestaurant tenant has occupied the origind sitting room and offices have been built into the origina tea/dining room.
Thefirst floor east lobby (Clarendon Street entrance) retains origina comice along the north and eest walls, and original
boxed structural dements in the ceiling. Original flooring remains, and the main Saircaseto the second floor retains its
original travertine stairs and wood-cagt iron railings. The reception desk and surrounding wood panelingin the eest
lobby are not original. All original fabric was removed fromthe Stuart Street 1obby in the 1970s when a financial
institution (Home Savings Bank) replaced the reception areafor the upgtairs goatments. On the sscond floor, partition
walls have divided what were the socia room and the library into offices and aboardroom. Thethird floor once known
as a"department for younger girls' now houses offices while the only functiona changeto the fourth floor isthe
inclusion of men'sfacilities within the locker roomsin the 1970's. However, while the pool remains, it hes undergone
dterations- it wasre-tiled in 1991, and abulkhead was removed. The original gymnasium remains on the fifth floor with
awooden plank wall framing the mezzanine level track acoessad from the sixth floor. Photographs reved that the gym
hes undergone very little dteration since it was opened in 1929. Non-profit organizations now fill many of the original
exercise rooms, clubrooms, and unfinished goaceson the fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth floors. The original 1aboratory
goace on the eighth floor now houses a dance sudio whilefl oorsten, deven, twelve, and fourteen, which once were hotel
rooms, are now gpartments. | n 1978 dterations were meade to the building's interior and exterior, including new
windows, anew roof, new heet trgps and vaves, new dectrical sysamnsand darms, boilers, devators, restrooms, copper
facing and pool repairs. The firm of Chase, Hill, Miller, Friedlander, Hollander, Inc., who had dso completed work on
YMCA's in Somerville and Cambridge, completed thiswork. Repairs to the pool included alteration of the original
ceiling and application of asbestosceilingtiles. The lagt changes to the pool occurred in 1991 with the application of
new pool tiles. Asprevioudy mentioned, the Stuart Street entrance was dso dtered to make way for the Home Savings
Bank in the 1970s. In 1972 the exterior masonry was deaned in order to remove resdue from aseam line explosion.

(end)
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Name of Property
B. SfafetriBnt nf SignifiKanne

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

JL A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X. C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of atype, period, or method of construction or
represents tfie work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations d
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) o f

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiingraphirai Referenres

_RNfffAlk M A _
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Social History

Period of Significance
1929-1953

Significant Dates
NA

Significant Person
(Complete If Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
Shepard, George F. & Frederic Stearns (architects”

Root, Henry (builder)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): HPCA #11877

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

__previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

_ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
jLUniversity
_ Other
Name of repository:
Schlesinger Library, Harvard Univ.
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Significance

The YWCA Bogton a 140 Clarendon Stregt in Boston was built in 1929 to sarvethe neads of agrowing organization. Its
significance is inextricably woven into the history of the YWCA as aprominent socid organization in Bogton inthe late
19* century. The YWCA's place in the higtory of the women's movement and the history of United Statesis not
disputed. 1na 1924 testimonial, Theodore Roosavedt dated that, "1 doubt if there is a philanthropic movement inthe
country which better deservesthe interest and support of our peoplethan the Y oung Women's Christian Association.”
When this istaken into consideration in relation to 140 Clarendon Strest, it devatesthis building to a high significancein
the cultural devdopment of the United States, and particularly Boston. Asthe first YWCA in the country, the Boston
branch dates back to 1866, atime of great industria expangon, urban change, and socid reform. Asindugtries evolved,
new technology was beginning to change the face of American cities. Asaresult of these dynamic changes, many socia
issues arose, which in tum spawned organizations like the YMCA and subsequently, the YWCA. The YWCA began its
savicesto the women of Boston during this period, and it continuesto carry out its mission in its present location a 140
Clarendon.

Hi.;tnrynfYWrA

After the Civil War, women became actively involved in four mgjor voluntary associationsthat helped transform the
physical and socid fabric of American cities, and especidly Boston. Among thesefour organizations, the Y oung
Women's Christian Association, the National Association of Colored Women (NACW), the Sadvation Army and the
College Settlement Association, only the YWCA, and the NACW were founded by women, primarily for women. The
concept of the YWCA was formulated during the Second Great Awakening, when fervent evangdicaism was a dominant
cultura forcein American life." Whilethe YWCA was religious initsformation, it gradualy become more secular &s its
mission evolved towards independence and incdlusiveness. In providing a safe and comfortable place for young women
testing their independence, the YWCA empowered many American and immigrant girlsto begin their journey to the city
and the workplace.

The YWCA's history datesto 1858, when the Ladies Christian Associaion was formedin New Y ork City, with the
mission of finding suitable housing for young working girls. Although the New Y ork group is credited by historians as
the first American YWCA, the name was not used formally until a group of women in Boston cametogether as the
Bogton YWCA, thusthe becoming the first official YWCA in the country. After Boston, YWCA's were formedin a
variety of cities. By 1875, as many of 28 associaionshed formed, a leest half of which maintained boarding houses for
fifty women or more™ The YWCA was anatura counterpart to the dready established Y oung Men's Chrigtian
Asociation (founded in England in 1844) who had been grappling with the issue of admitting women. For the mogt part,
the YMCA was relieved of the pressureto admit women, and passed aresolution a their 1868 convention that the
YWCA was asufficient auxiliary for women, and that the YMCA would remain for men only. However, womendid
continue to be involved in the YMCA, even as the YWCA gained drength in numbersand focus. The two organizations
have dways been run independently of eech other and with sgparate programs, but while complimenting each other and
serving similar functionsfor their condituents”

(continued)

N "Evangelicalism Revivalism and the Second Great Awakening." ww. nhc.rtp.nc. us.
N Daphne Spain, 90.
Hal |, Mary Ross, and Sweet, Helen Firman, 40.
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The god of the YWCA was to "help those who help themsdves," and achief outgrowth of thiswas to provide a suitable
and economica homefor girls, many of whom were avay from homefor the first timetrying to eem aliving. Through

its many boarding houses, the Y WCA was committed to empowering wOmen to support themsdlves, and charged a
minimal feethat made the homes self sugtaining. As the association further embraced this concept of independence, there
evolved aconcurrent priority of providing "al practica meansfor the incresse of true piety."" In order to provide
dtemativesto dance halls and nickel movies, the YWCA began offering dasses, concerts, and events to keep "proper”
girlsbusy. In addition, they began to add facilities like sodafountains, gyms, theaters, and allowed mentovisit for
"acceptable’ activities, setting the sagefor the YWCA's expangon of sarvices and achangeinitsbuilding programs.

In 1916, the YWCA recognized that though their member volunteers carried out their mission, their "building isthe
embodiment of the loyalty and enthusasm of their members that glorifiesit as nothing dse can adom it."* Thus, training
schoals, employment bureeus, gyms, and adminigtrative centers soon joined the boarding houses (now called residences)
in the catalog of YWCA buildings. Though these"combination buildings' were a first controversia, with some
believing that domestic rooms and adminigtrative functions should be kept separate, this soon becamethe modd for
fiiture YWCA buildings, and the physica representation of the expandon of the association. Theflagshi pcombination
building was erected a 600 Lexington Street in New York City. It wasin thisvein that the Boston YWCA planned and
built itsown combination building a 140 Clarendon Street in the 1920's. It isimportant to note that the YMCA dso
Erected combination buildings, which included avariety of facilities such as gymnasia and pools.

A specid mesting of the Board of Managers was called on March 13, 1924 for the purpose of deciding whether or not to
purchase land a the comer of Clarendon and Stuart Stregts. A Stevisit was subsequently held, and the Board voted to
dlocate $175,000 to purchasethe lot on March 20, 1924. Thelot Sze was recorded as 12,734 sg.ft.* Two months later,
the Board voted to gpprove the hiring of Boston based Shepard and Stems, with the belief that he [George F. Shepard] is
a"man of ability, of experience and isespecialy commended for the interest and persond attention to the economical
working out of details inbuilding plans.”

In 1926, a campaign was launched to raise $1.5 million for anew building and for amaintenance fund for three years.

On March 2, 1926, Mr. Dershman of New York City, who was hired to lead the campaign, Sated "the new building is
needed to help in the building up of character of the young women of today and tomorrow. The Association work isvital
to the human life of the city. Weare building into the heart of the city something that isworthwhile. Thisundertaking is
onefor thefiiture"* The nead for fulfilling the mission of the YWCA through itsbuilding was sated time and again,
from fundraising brochures to committee megting minutes. One brochure sated, "The Bogton YWCA must have
facilitiescommensurate with itsneeds For it isahome and atraining schoal for girls of Boston and New England. Its
presant facilitiesare obvioudy inadequate"” The building was to be an inspiration to its users - the beauty of the
surroundings were meant to creete adesire to think and reed more. No doubt the classical stylingsof the building werean
outgrowth of this sentiment.

(conti nued)

lbid, 91.

I bid, 93. _

Board of Managers Meeting, March 20, 1924

Board of Managers Meeting, May 9, 1924.

Board of Managers Meeting, March 24, 1926

What of the Girls inBoston, fundraising brochure, c. 1927,
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Ground was broken a the site on June 1, 1927, and the comerstonewas laid on October 27 of that sameyear, with awell
atended ceremony and program of distinguished speskersincluding Boston Mayor Malcolm Nichols, Massachusetts
Govemor Alvan T. Fuller, Andrew J. Peters (President of the Boston Chamber of Commerce) Mrs. George B. Ford
(Nationa Board of YWCA). At the ceremony, Mrs. Ford commented that.

The Y oung Women's Christian Association is aforce which not only trains young women to finer
ways of living and a sturdier citizenship, but which dso iswelding together al sorts of friendships
and undergandings. It is important and useful that from time to time here and there all over the
country. Association buildings should spring up as an outward and visible sgn of inward
significance. It is the prayer of the Nationa Board that this building shal gand a tower of

drength inthe community, that from its windows shdl shineforth a greet friendlinessto touch all

peoples and races, areedsand nations gathered within its radius.

Also in the sameyear the YWCA Board of Managersvoted to change from an evangdicd to apersond beads of
membership. Any girl or woman of any race or creed could becomea member. Thiscritical changeis an example of the
progression of this organization into amore inclusive, secular and program driven organization. Itis clear that the new
facility was amagjor part of this progression.

The new building opened to much fanfarein 1929, with adedication ceremony that was atended by over 1,000 people.
The Bogton Globe moming edition featured the 155 ft building dong with ten other "sky scrapers' inan article on the
remaking of the Boston skyline."' Anadditiona article inthe Boston Herald on January 6, 1929 cdebrated the opening
of the building and highlighted its featuresincluding the pool, gymnasum, bowling alleys, reading rooms, and lounges.
The article dso gates"the new building will be open to every girl and woman of Boston regardiessof creed." " Records
show that the total cost of the building was $1,624,543.42.

Historical Floor Program

The YWCA a 140 Clarendon Street was condructed to serve avariety of functions for both the indigenous and transient
women of the Boston area. The mission of the YWCA's 140 Clarendon Street headquarters hes not wavered in the
seventy-four years Snce its congtruction, but the building's programmatic functions have hed to evolve aong with the
changing needsof the women and girlsit served and serves.

Before the opening of the Clarendon Strest YWCA, aJanuary 6, 1929 Boston Herald article touted someof the
new building's functions. " i-j

The new building is 14 gories high; ninefloorswill be devoted to activities; two to permanent
rooms for busness and professiona women; and three for trandgent guests. It will havethe first
swimming pool and first public baths for women in Bogton. It will contain a completey
equipped gymnasium, swimming pool, bowling dleys, two recregation halls, a lounge, reading
rooms and coffee shop.”

(continued)

n Speaker's Guide t ot heBoston YW{ZA 1866-1978.

™M Young Wnen's Christian Association of Boston Ol dest i nUnited States", Boston Herald.
January 6, 1929

< "Young Vonen's Christian Association of Boston O dest i nUnited States", Boston Herald.
January 6, 1929
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Evidenced in the Shepard and Stearnsbuilding plans, the origina programmatic functions of the YWCA were to vary by
floor with the mogt private goacesresarved for the top stories. The new building was designed to entirely serve women,
including the gpace that was not for YWCA use More specifically, the building was designed to incorporate goace for
auch usesas "lines, schodls, dasses, symphony concerts, dramatics, games, mixed recreation, dances, agymnasium,
socid sarvices, intemational groups, (and) placement work" as specified by the original YWCA Building Committee to
the architects”. The ground floor held bowling dleys, offices, and aself sarvice coffee shop while all the functions
assnciated with the building's entrance such as the information desk, sitting room, and resident's |obby were located on
the first floor along with atea/dining room." The second floor contained the library, socid hall, various offices, and an
auditorium without dopingfloorsss it would haveto be ussd for dancesat times". According to the Boston Herald
article, the third floor was "devoted to the department for younger girls*" in addition to housing the body of the
swimming pool and the gallery leve of the auditorium. The actud pool, locker rooms, and showerswere located on the
fourth floor while the fifth was "devoted to hedth education”" with agymnasum and individual health rooms. The fifth
floor held office gpace, and on the sixth floor were the "headquartersfor busnesswomen," clubrooms, administrative
offices, and the mezzanine leve of the gymnasium. The sevatth floor was designed as the generd education department
with dassrooms, achapel, asmdler auditorium and asocid room. The floor dso included severd storage rooms. A
portion of the eighth floor was completed as a laboratory workshop while the rest was left unfinished until an appropriate

use was designated. Envisioning a congtantly evolving program of use, membearsof the Finance Committee commented
18

that, " partitionswould aways be of use to us in whatever we wished to do onthe eighth floor" . The five remaining
floors contained thirty-six residentia units as housing for "business and professional women™, known &s the Fioneer
Club, the top two were inhabited by permanent residents and the remaining threefor transients.” Room rents were
determined by polling local budnessesto find out the average income of women and the amount they were willing to pay
per week.

The early 20* century saw many YWCA buildingsbeing erected in cities acrossthe country, and the Boston YWCA is

representative of thistrend. These new facilitieswere areflection of the neadsof the condtituents as well as the meaning
20

of the organization, and the buildings were ssen as monuments to the womenthey housed.  Reviva syles were

common, and the neo-classica details and monumentality of the Bogton YWCA make this building particularly
meaningful in this respect. The new Boston YWCA building was intended to be in the company of other ingtitutional
buildings in the city, especidly men'sclubs, and itsdesign accomplishes this goal.

Architects

The firm of Shepard & Stemswas formed in Boston between Frederic Baldwin Stearnsand George F. Shepard in 1910.
The firm designed such buildingsas Milton Academy, additions to the Cape Cod and Worcester
(continued)

Buil ding Committee M nutes, YWCA 5/14/24

"Young VWonen's Christian Association of Boston O dest i nUnited States", Boston Herald.
January 6, 1929

Building Committee M nutes, YWCA 5/14/24

"Young Vonen's Christian Association of Boston O dest i nUnited States", Boston Herald.
January 6, 1929

"Young VWonen's Christian Association of Boston O dest i nUnited States", Boston Herald.
January 6, 1929

Finance Comm ttee Meetings, YW@CA 7/9/29

"Young Worren's Christian Association of Boston Ol dest i nUnited States", Boston Herald.
goanuary 6, 1929

Lee, Antoinette, 16,
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Sae Hogpitals, Phi Beta Epsilon House in Cambridge, and the Suburban Club in Stamford, Connecticut. The firm dso
designed severd Boston areapublic schools, buildings a the King Termina, the Water Baker Company, the Carter Ink
Company, the Union Wool Company, and private resdences in Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and esawhere.

Frederic Sleamsgrew up in Brookline and graduated from the Massachusetts I ngtitute of Technology (MIT) in 1899. He
worked for the form of Window & Bigelow in Boston, and was a superintendent with Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge before
he became a partner with George Shepard.

Application of Criteria A and C

From itsevangdlicd roots to its more secularly driven 20* century gods, the YWCA developed into an organization that
gave Boston women the skills to successfiilly establish their own independence. Inaddition, the association significantly
contributed to the architectural fabric of Bogton first through their boarding houses, and then through their combination
building. The Boston YWCA exemplifies this local cultura development, as evidenced through the evolution of its

presence in Boston from areading room on Chauncy Street to the current, architecturally significant heedquartersa 140
Clarendon Street.

With the concurrence of the Massachusetts Historical Commisson and the Boston Landmarks Commission (11/08/02),
the Bogton YWCA building isdligiblefor listing on the National Regigter of Historic Places under Criterions A and C a
the local leve for its association with an organization and developments that have mede a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history and for itsdigtinctive architectural characterigtics. It retainsintegrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, fegling, and association.

(end)
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Boston Herdd (Boston), 26 March 1925. .
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Geographicd Data

USGS Map and Assessor's Map included.

The YWCA building'sfootprint is marked on Boston assessor's mgp #4004 and is indicated by apenciled boundary line.
The building comprises the entire lot #1085, a the southwest comer of Stuart and Clarendon Streets.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer:  Kara Cicchetti -
Date: 2003
Negatives a Boston YWCA, 140 Clarendon Stret

L Front faBade of building, facing Clarendon Street, facing SW

2. Stuart Street inforeground, NW and SW devations

3. Main entryway. Clarendon Street entrance, facing SV

4. Main doorway. Clarendon Street faBade

5. Auditorium entry, adjacent to main entryway, duplicate entrance directly across loggia
6. Northwest faBade, Stuart Street entrance

7. Dentil comice and patterned brick, NE/SE comer

8. Front falade: decorative crown and overflowing fruit bowl

9. Front falade: decorative detail

10. NW faBade, Stuart Street entrance, YWCA and Lyric Stage
11 Interior stairway leading basament and second floor in main lobby
[zt Bdlustrade opening to main lobby on second floor, facing SW

13. Fireplace second floor library, facing NE

14. Swimming pool. Fourth floor, facing SE

[f* Gymnasium on fifth floor, facing NE

IC Gymnasium on fifth floor, facing SWV *
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The Commonwedlth of M assachusgtts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historical Commission

January 6, 2004

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Strest NW 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:

YWCA Building, 140 Clarendon Street, Bogton (Suffolk), MA
HPCA# 11877

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been 9gned by the
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Local
Govemment community of Boston were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60

to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg 0
National Regigter Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC: Elaine Finbury, Rufus Choate Associates
Roysin Billett, Boston CL G coordinator
Thomas Menino, Mayor, City of Boston
Chair, Boston Landmarks Commission
Y MCA Boston

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us'sec/mhc



