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1. Name of Property
historic name Goldsmith Block

other names/ste number  Ruggles/Shawmut Housing

2. Location

dreet & number 41 Ruggles Street/746-750 Shavmut Avenue not for publication
cty ortovn  Boston (Roxbury) vicinity
dae Massachusets code MA county Suffolk ,code 025 zip code 02120

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that thisS“nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
H'meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide Hlocally (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, State Historic Preservation Officer Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does notmeet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natfonal Park Service Certification
her”y certify that this property is: Signature %< the Keeper Date of Action
| entered inthe National Register
« See continuation sheet
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet,
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed fromthe
National Register
 other (explain):
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Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
>(_ private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC:multiple dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS:
Classcd Revivd

Narrative Description

Suffolk. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources Inthe count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 _building
sites
. structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC:multiple dwelling

Materials

(Enter categories from Instructions)
foundation STONE: granite
walls BRICK

roof SYNTHETIC:Rubber

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The Goldsmith Block is located a the comer of Shavmut Avenue and Ruggles Stret inthe Lower Roxbury
section of Boston, a mixed-use neighborhood located between the South End and Roxbury Highlands. Located
one block west of the Dudley Station Historic District (1985), a historic district centered around aformer
devated train dation and commercia center, the Goldsmith Block is one of the few remaining resdentid

goatment buildings to survive the urban renewd that occurred in and around Dudley Square in the 1960s

Other survivors of the City's urban renewd effortsinclude the adjacent former Lafayette School & 25 Ruggles
Strest, which was recently converted into an asssted-living facility; and three, three-gtory, brick residentia

dructures, 915 Ruggles Street, directly abutting the Dudley Station Historic District.  Although some late 19°
century mixed-use buildings remain north of the Goldsmith Block aong Shavmut Avenue, severd vacant lots
immediatdly abut Winthrop Place, a public way that originally extended from Shawvmut Avenue to Washington
Street, visualy severing the Goldsmith Block from other contemporary sructures. New, large- and andl-scae
resdentia buildings have been condructed as infill to the south and eest of the Goldsmith Block after urban
renewd plans demolished portions of the neighborhood.

The four-gtory, orange-red brick, flat-roofed gpartment building is freestanding and includes three independent
addreses & 746 and 750 Shavmut Avenue and 41 Ruggles Street, (photo #2) The building is 16 bayswide
aong Shavmut Avenue and 10 bays wide adong Ruggles Stireet.  Two light wells are located & the rear of the
building: one between 746 and 750 Shawmut Avenue and one between 750 Shawvmut Avenue and 41 Ruggles
Street.  The building faBade is s&t a the edge of the Sdewak on Shawvmut Avenue and Ruggles Stredt, and &
the edge of the right-of-wal on Winthrop Place. A small, grassy yard areaiis located a the rear of the building.
Access to the rear yard is provided by a doping, accessble, concrete walkway to a new, fully accessble
entrance door within the light well between 746 and 750 Shavmut Avenue. The rear yard is dso accessble of f
Winthrop Flace via a wrought-iron security gate and fence. The building Sts on filled former marshland and
shows some gns of settlement, particularly a the building comers.

Typica of the Lower Roxbury areg, the building exhibits architectural details in a msticated Classca Reviva

dyle. Granite quoins rise & each comer from the mdticated granite watertable. (photo #1) The masonry
building is further detailled with an overhanging corbelled pargpet on the Shawvmut Avenue, Ruggles Street, and

Winthrop Flace elevations. Although the design of the decorative pargpet is consgtent on all three eevations,

the brick utilized on the W inthrop Place elevation and pargpet, as well as the rear elevation, is sscondary in
quality to that of the decorative orangered brick of the main entrance devations. The man devations of

Shavmut Avenue and Ruggles Street are accentuated with decorative brick banding defining eech floor level.

Brick oculi are inset a regular intervas on the fourth floor of these elevations, (photo #1) Detailing dong the
rear elevation islimited to granite sills and brick arched window openings. An opague coeating hes been gpplied
to the first through fourth floors on the rear eevation. The ground floor of the rear and Winthrop Flace
elevations has bean painted red.

(continued)
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The building exhibits three original entrances containing wood, double |eaf, glazed pand and raised wood pand

doors eech st benegth a glazed, rectangular transom a the top of a st of granite stairs, which have been st

behind a monumental rounded arch. Each arch is defined by heavy granite detailing and a monumenta

keysone, (photo #2) A painted raised-pand ceiling and orange tile landing provide detail within the insst

entryway. Sde walls within each of the entryways are detailed with decorative brickwork above and beow a
wide granite band. A new accessble entrance st within the light well between 746 and 750 Shawmut Avenue
contains a new aluminum entrance vestibule with double doors providing accessto the ground-floor accessble
resdentia units.

Granite slls and lintels define the window openings dong Shawmut Avenue, Ruggles Street, and Winthrop
Race. A few window openings on the Winthrop Place eevation were bricked in during a 1920s converson of
the building and remain infilled. Along the rear devation, window openings are accentuated by granite sillsand
rounded, brick arched lintels. The magjority of the windows within the building conast of new, /1 duminum
replacement saeh, with a historically gppropriate brick mold consstent with windows of the original period of
congtruction of the building. The basameant level window openings aong Shawvmut Avenue and Ruggles Street
contain single-pane, duminum-hopper sash or aflat pand st within ahistorically gppropriate brick mold.

Each section of the Goldsmith Block is accessble by the main eevation entrance doors described above or the

reer elevation accessble entrance.  Two original wood darcases, a 746 and 750 Shavmut Avenue, ae

accessd via entrance vestibules behind the entrance doors. Winding four dories, these dairs are the mod

sgnificant interior festure to survivewithin the building. Decorative, carved newe pods are s a the bese of
each run of dairs with ornamented baugers topped with a heavy baniger. On each floor, a hdlway off each

darcase cormectsto along centra corridor linking al three sections of the building on the interior. Behind the

41 Ruggles Stret entrance, the vestibule 0 provides aooess to two residentia units and the centra corridor.
One., two-, and three-bedroom units are accessad of f the halways and centra corridors on each floor.

The Certified Historic Rehabilitation of the building, completed in October 2006, transformed the underutilized
rubble-sone besement level into three fully accessble units, a manegement office, a community room, and
utility aress following a careful stabilization of the foundation of the building to prevent additional settlement
of the pilings, likely aresult of the building having been congtmcted in filled marshland. On the upper leves,
new residentia units have been created, laid out inamanner smilar to the 1920s-era subdivison of the building
into 40 units. Interior and exterior walls have been fiirred out with drywall, new full heght cellings, new
kitchens and bathrooms, and new flooring have dso been installed.

(end)
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Name of Property
8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Suffolk. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from Instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
ETHNIC HERITAGE:BLACK. EUROPEAN
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
1892-1957

Significant Dates
1892

Significant Person
(Complete If Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
CorndliusA. RusH|

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
_ previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
_ Local government
University
_ Other
Name of repository:
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Goldsmith Block is significant for its association with the diverse ethnic, religious, and socid dasses
occupying the Lower Roxbury neighborhood centered around Dudley Square in the last century. The building
retains its architecturd integrity and historical significance as one of the last Classca Reviva-style goatment
blocks in the Dudley Square area to survive the urban renewd plans of the 1960s The Goldsmith Block
posses=s integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materids, and workmanship; a such it is eigible for
individual listing on the National Register under Criteria A and C. Significant & the loca level, the building's
period of sgnificance extendsfrom its construction in 1892 to 1957.

nevelnpment nf Lower Rnxhiiry and DiiHley Square

Incorporated as acity in 1846 with apopulation of 15,000, Roxbury was primarily an agricultura community on
the outskirts of the City of Boston. Within that grester context, Washington Street, which still runs through
Dudley Squere and Lower Roxbury into downtown Boston, was the only land-based aocessvia Boston Neck to
the City of Boston. As such, Dudley Sguare was the intersection of major roadways from the north, south, and
west. Asealy as 1827, one could pay afare on a horse-drawn carriage passing through Dudley Square into the
City. By 1856, a dret railroad pessad through Dudley Square, and by 1867 Roxbury as a whole was annexed
by the City of Bogon. With this increesed traffic through Dudley Sguare and aocess to lands outsde of
downtown Boston, the areain and around Dudley Square became a popular hub of commercia and residentia
activity.

In the late 1880s, the dectric drestcar came to Roxbury, spurring an increase in building activity in Lower
Roxbury. Old wood-frame structures fromthe mid 19" century were quickly replaced with mid- to large-scae
mesonry commercia, hotel, and resdential Structures. The introduction of the evated railway sysem through
Lower Roxbury and into Dudley Square (its southem terminus) in 1839-1901 brought with it alarge population
boom that encouraged more residential development in the areg, including the Goldsmith Block. To sarve new
resdents of the Lower Roxbury area, churches, synagogues, movie theaters, and other gathering places were
aso deveoped throughout the neighborhood.

The sttlement of Lower Roxbury is inextricably linked to Dudley Squarés importance & a mgor
trangportation hub. Utilized first as the mgor access point into the City of Boston, the Lower Roxbury area
grew out from Dudley Square. With the introduction of relatively inexpensve mess trandt through Lower
Roxbury, waves of immigrant populations moved out from the city center and into new residential aress crested
in and around Dudley Square. By the tum of the 20 century, the population of Lower Roxbury was athriving,
diverse, immigrant neighborhood living in a dense urban areabearing little ressmblance to Roxbury's agrarian
pas. Notably, new sructures, including the Goldsmith Block, were built on filled marshlands located dong
both ddes of Washington Street between Dudley Square and the South End neighborhood.

(continued)
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Immigrant Grniip<; in| .nwpr Rovhnry

Between 1830 -1870, the population in Roxbury grew by nine times as aresult of the expandon of the stregtcar
and the opening up of new land for development. Following in the footsteps of the new devdopment in the
South End, resdentid de\dopment flooded into Lower Roxbury adong the dreetcar lines. By 1890, a
development pattern in Low & Roxbury similar to that of the South End was clearly defined by the construction
of row upon row of brick, single-family row houses, schools, and residentia hotels centered on "Madison
Square' a the fringe of the South End.

Roxbury's overal population had swelled to 43,439 by 1870. The enormous population incresse was a direct
result of the influx of thousands of immigrants, who hed originaly settled in the North End and Wes End,
moving to the Lower Roxbury areain search of better living conditions. Inthe 1870sand 1880sthe Irish were
Roxbury's largest immigrant group. Inthe 1890s, Jaws began leaving their working-class neighborhoods of the
old city to settle in newly developed aress of Roxbury.

Between 1875 and 1925, between 50-75,000 Jewish immigrants arrived and settled in Boston, many migrating
to the Lower Roxbury neighborhood where family and friends hed dready settled. In the 1890s the demand for
housing in the areaincreased as the emerging Jewish immigrant population sought out better living conditions
outsde the crowded and unsanitary center city. Synagogues were constmcted to sarve this population, which
deadily moved from the present theater district, through the South End, and finally into Lower Roxbury and
Dorchester.  The Congregation Mishkan Tefila (no longer extant) was located a the comer of Madison Street
and Shavmut Avenuejust outsde Madison Square.  Located only a few blocks avay on Vemon Strest, Saint
Frands de Sdes Church (no longer extant) served the Irish Catholic population. Shops, stores, and busness in
the neighborhood supported this new emerging working dass. This diverse population exploded by 1935 to
225,634 resdents, many of whom were African-Americans relocating from the southem dates.

Fstahlishment of the Goldsmith RInck, aMulti-family Dwelling in| ower Rnxhiiry

Many stylish blocks of row houses with Mansard roofs omng up in the area to house the growing immigrant
population in the late 19" century. By 1892, however, a definitive change occurred in the housng market in
Lower Roxbury. Many of the single-family row houses and hotels, consgmcted only afew decades earlier, were
converted into multi-famih rental flats dmost ovemight. Responding to this new demand for multi-family
dwellings to house the grow\ ing population of Lower Roxbury, Smon Goldsmith, aloca red etate developer,
purchesad seveard lots of land from Augustus Bacon and constmcted a twenty-unit gpartment building a the
corner of Ruggles Strest and Shawmut Avenue. The introduction of this new, larger dwelling form reflected the
change in how Bogionians were housed, from smal row houses to multi-unit smctures with shered public

Spaces

(continued)



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Goldsmith Block

Bogon [ Roxbury] (Suffolk), MA
Section number 8 Page 3

Smon Goldsmith was born in Massachusetts in 1855 to GermanrJewish immigrants. By the age of 37,
Goldsmith hed purchased saverd house lots in the Lower Roxbury section of the city and had begun to establish
himsdf a a landowner in the neighborhood. Leading the Jewish population southward, Goldsmith first
purchased land inthis predominately Irish neighborhood as early as 1890. Hisfirst development inthe areawas
located on Goldsmith Place, now known as Ruggles Court (this area is currently vecant and functions as a
parking lot behind 2201 Washington Srest™ immediately adjacent to the Dudley Station Historic Didtrict.  Like
many red edate devdopers inthe late 19 century in Lower Roxbury, Goldsmith originally devdoped single
family row houses meade popular in the neighboring South End.  Goldsmith himself owned and lived inatwo-
dory, angle family house adjacent to Goldsmith Flace & 28 Ruggles Street, possibly as away to clearly identify
himsdf ad hisfamily as middle dassinthis emerging working dass neighborhood.

While Goldsmith was in resdence & Goldsmith Place, a large ot of filled marshland directly across the street
st undeveloped. 1n 1887. adeveloper named Edward Morse attempted, but failed, to constmct housing on the
parcd. By 1890, the land changed ownership again and was subdivided into individual house lots. Likely
tempted by the gppeding red edate acrass from his own home on Goldsmith Place, Goldsmith purchesed the
land from Augustus Bacon by 1892 and began planning a new project. Concurrent with Goldsmith's land
purchase, the converson of single family row houses into multi-family gpartments was underway to house the
thousands of nev  immigrants flooding into the area. In regponseto this change in housing sock and increese in
lower income occupants, Goldsmith absandoned the rowhouse form, and engaged the sarvices of ComdiusA.
Russl, architect, to desgn an gpatment house a the comer of Ruggles Street and Shawvmut Avenue.

Goldsamith RInck Architect

The Goldsmith Block was designed in 1892 by Comélius A. Russdll, an architect who specidized in resdentid
congruction. RussHl desgned single family houses and gpartment/commercid blocks in the Cities of Boston
and Chdseaas well as the Towns of Duxbury, Brookline, and Manchester.  With the exception of one Colonia
Revivd style, commercid/gpartment block congtructed in 1908 in Chdseq, all of Russall's muhi-family desgns
were condructed in Boston. Within the City of Boston, Russall focused his efforts primarily inthe newly filled
and opened lands in Roxbury, Mission Hill, and Jamaica Plain where the congmction boom during the last
quarter of the 19" and first quarter of the 20" century was focused.

The Inventory of Historic and Archaeological Assets of the Commonwedth identifies many smctures designed
by this architect including severd listed inthe National Regiger of Historic Flaces. RussHll's earlies desgnin
Bogton was for a single-family, wood frame house & 4 Agpen Street in the Mount Pleesant neighborhood of
Roxbury in 1890, a properly listed in the National Regiger of Historic Flaces as part of the Mount Flessant
Higtoric District (1989). After this commisson, Russdl began to focus dmost entirdly on multi-family
resdentia congtruction inthe Lower Roxbury, Mission Hill, and JamaicaPlain neighborhoods. Designing in

(continued)
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the popular Classca Revi\d and Romanesque syles, Russdll congmcted a number of three-deckers, double
houses, and gpartment houses between 1892 and 1900. The Goldsmith Block clearly displays Russl's interest

in the Classca Reviva and Romanesgue Reviva syles. Russdl's redtrained use of brick detailing, paired with

the rugticated Romanesque Revival doorway arches with overszed keystones, monumental granite sairs and

watertable, and heavy sone window lintels significantly defines the dreet comer, originaly surrounded by
undevdoped land and smdl-scae rowhouses.  Its presence redefined this neighborhood, which immediately sav

the demoalition of the older, sngle- and two- family rowhouses and replacement with large four-story gpartment

blocks dong Shavmut Avenue, many with ground-floor retail goaces The Goldsmith Block is the only four-
dory brick goartment block currently identified in the Inventory as attributed to Russal.  Although not a
depature from his other works stylisticaly, the building's Sze is a marked change from Russl's more

modestly szed three-gory, brick and wood frame buildings of this period. In addition, it is the only extant

historic goartment block, devoted entirely to housing, remaining in this section of Lower Roxbury.

Redevelopment of the GnlHsmith Block

Like many Jewish immigrants in Boston, Simon Goldsmith's persond god weas likely to move out of the
working dass neighborhood of Lower Roxbury to the middle dassin Boston society. His eye for the changing
nesdsof the immigrant population resulted in Goldsmith achieving this goal. His successful red edate busness
ultimately propelled Simon and his wife, Fanny, to Marlborough Street in the fashionable Back Bay
neighborhood of Boston by 1920.

When Goldsmith's origina tenants moved into the building in 1892, they conasted dmost entirely of Jewish,
Irish, and Canedian immigrant families with heeds of the household occupying positions such as merchant,
teamder, shipper, and a number of lodginghouse kegpers. Typica of the tum of the century familieslivingin
and around Dudley Square, the Goldsmith's tenants were skilled workers who gooke English and mog were
born in this country. By 1910, familieswith severad children dominated the building, some even employing a
svat. However, severd of the units were utilized as lodginghouses with severd unrelaed people sharing an
gpartment, many of which w ere headed by women.

By 1920, the Jewish immigrant population in Lower Roxbury weas firmly entrenched with the pre-existing Irish-

immigrant population. Loca shops and busnesses catered to a lower-income population, regardless of their

ethnicity, and many of their owners and employees d<o lived inthe neighborhood. Resdents of the Goldsmith
Block during this period w ere of two decidedly different worlds. half coming to Boston from placeslike Ireland,
Nova Scotia, and Cgpe Breton, while the second group hailed primarily from Russa. Spesking Yiddish astheir

primary language, this latter group of immigrants dtered the dynamic of the gpartment block by bringing more
familiesinto the mix. Resdents held positions such as shopkegpers, drivers, clerks, and factory workers.

(continued)
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By thistime. Goldsmith had sold the gpartment building to IraShapira, aRussan-bom Jew. Like meny partsof
the City of Bogon, the immigrant population in Lower Roxbury continued to rise, adding pressure to the
housng market. In response to this demand, Shapira subdivided the building into forty smaler units in 1924.
Although the number of units increased, the Sze of familiesliving inthe building did not decreese. Asaredult,
the building, like many others inthe neighborhood, became overcrowded and deteriorated, and living conditions
begen to decline. Interestingly, although many buildingsin the area were home to African-American families,
primarily relocating from Southem dates during this period, no African-American tenants occupied the
Goldsmith Block in the 1920s

Degpite the changing ethnic diversity of the Lower Roxbury areaduring the first quarter of the 20° century, the
Goldsmith Block remained under the ownership of Jeawish-Russan immigrants: Ira Shapira in the 1920s ad
Abraham Berkman, Max Uroff, and then Herman Leavitt in the 1930s  Although the building consstently
pessad through the hands of Jewish immigrants, it was not until 1930 that the ethnicity of the tenants shifted.
By tha time, not a sngle Jewish or Irish family lived in the building which then housad African-American
families rdlocating from the South and emigrating from countries such as Barbados and Portugd. Insome
casss reddents of the building supported large extended families as achef or acook. Others worked asjanitors
in gpatment houses or worked as laborers in nearby shops and busnesses. This degp-rooted African-American
population hes been documented by historians in Lower Roxbury as the 2/ century progressed.  Inthe last 70
years, the Lower Roxbury area (and Roxbury as awhole) hes become one of the largest, predominately African-
American neighborhoods inthe City of Boston.

Conr liignn

The history of the Goldsmith Block is a microcosm of the history of the immigrant working dassinthe Lower
Roxbury neighborhood.  In Seedy streams, the Irish, Jewish, and eventualy African-American working dass
lived, worked, and owned property inthis neighborhood. Like the now-demolished tenements of the West End
in Bogton, the Goldsmith Block was built in regponseto the increasing nesd to house new immigrants who came
to the United States and <ettled in Boston. This new building type in the areg, the goartment block, answvered
the market's demand for multi-family housng in a way that no other extant building type could in this
neighborhood. Itsconverson in 1924 to smdler goatments was dso aresponse to the neighborhood's nesd for
more housing. Its surviva of the urban renewa of the 1960s is a testament to its adaptability to shdter any
socid dass or ethnic group, having been continually occupied snce 1892. The very existence of this building
illustrates its continued importance to a neighborhood partially destroyed by the City of Boston's urban renewa
plans and subssquent disnx estment.

(continued)
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Following the urban renewa of the 1960s including the constmction of Menea Cass Boulevard severd blocks
north of the Goldsmith Block, it has now become gpparent, some 40 years later, that the presaervation of the only
remaining historic gpartment block inthis section of the Lower Roxbury areg, the Goldsmith Block, is of grest
does not directly address multi-family gpartment blocks in this neighborhood, the importance of the Goldsmith
Block as aliving record of the development of this historically diverse neighborhood cannot be overlooked, asit
is awitness to the successve groups of working-class peoplesto live and work together inthis Lower Roxbury
neighborhood.

In 2006, Madison Pak Deveopment Corporation, a nonprofit devedopment organization besad in Lower
Roxbury, undertook a Certified Historic Rehabilitation of the Goldsmith Block. Federd historic tax credits
together with State higtoric tax credits alowed the nonprofit developer to preserve the existing forty units of
affordable housing, in nearly the same physica configuration of the 1924-era redevdopment, and add three
units of much-neaded accessible units to the building. As aresult of this successfiil rehabilitation, today, the
Goldsmith Block continues to provide shelter to the working-class population in Lower Roxbury &s it hes done
for over acentury.

(end)



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet Goldsmith Block

Bogon | Roxbury] (Suffolk), MA
Section number 3 _ Page ]

M ajor Bibliographical References

City of Bogton, Boson Redeveopment Authority Historical Map Coallection, www.cityofhoston.com

City of Boston Inspectiond Services Department. Building Permits, Boston, MA.

City of Boston Directories, Boston Public Library Microtext Department, Boston, M A

Department of Ingpectiond Services Building Plans. Boston Public Library, Fine Arts Department, Boston, MA.

Dudley Station Historic District National Register of Historic Flaces Nomination, Massachusetts Historical
Commisson, Boson, MA.

National Census, 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930, National Archives, Watham, MA.

Roxbury Survey Report, Boston Landmarks Commission, 1982,

Roxbury/West Roxbury Town Report, Massachusatts Historical Commission, 1981.

Sanborn Mgp Company, 1837, 1897, 1914, 1938, 1951, 1964, 1988, 1990, 1995. The Sanbom Library, LLC.

Warner, San BassJr., Streetcar Suburbs, Harvard University Press Cambridge, MA, 1978.



Goldsmith Block Suffolk. MA
Name of Property County, State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 328300 4688560
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Taya Dixon, Senior Flanner, Epsilon Assocs, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission. .date  April 2007
street & number 220 Morrissev Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional Items)

Property Owner
(Complete this Item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Jeanne Pinado. Madison Park Deve opment Corporation
street & number 2201 Washington Street telephone 617-541-3900

city or town Boston state MA zip code 02120

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This infonmation Is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or detennine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet Goddsmith Block

Bogon [ Roxbury] (Suffalk), MA
Section number 1Q Page”

Verba Boundary Description

The Goldsmith Block boundary extends north aong rear edge of the sdewak on Shavmut Avenue. The
boundary then continues east dong the building wall on Winthrop Placeina straight lineto the rear property
line. The boundary then extends south straight along the property lineto Ruggles Street. The property
boundary then extendswest along the rear edge of the sdewak on Ruggles Street to the rear edgeof the
sdewak on Shavmut Avenue.

Boundary Judtification

The boundaries of the Goldsmith Block are conggent with the aity lot laid out in 1892
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2. View &E of W devation, Shavmut Avenue
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William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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National Regiger of Historic Haces

Depatment of the Interior APF& 52007

National Pak Service
1201 Eye Street, NW 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005
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Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad plessefind the following nomination form:

Goldsmith Block, 41 Ruggles Street, 746-750 Shawvmut Avenue, Bostor/Roxbury
(Suffolk), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been Sgned by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property inthe Certified Loca
Government coinmunity of Boston were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60
to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg (1
National Regigter Director
Massachustts Historical Commission
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