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|“and contain open circulation balconies on the first and third

Jwere constructed in 1937-38 forming a "U"-shaped peristyle

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present United States Post Office and Office Building in
Hilo was originally de51gned in”"1915 by architect Henry O.
Whitfield of New York City in a’neo-classic style with certain
modifications. The modifications include open circulation in
the building and the use of a first floor arcade as a place

to conduct postal bu31ness. ‘The original portion of the
building, as built in Y1915~ 17, is a rectangular structure with
a portico on the main (south) side and a projecting wing on
the north side. The original portion has a full basement, a
raised first floor two stories in height which contains the
post office, a second floor one story in height which contains
the court functions, and a fourth-story clerestory with oriel
windows above the original courtroom,

In 1936 the Treasury Department designed two 3-story wing
additions for the main (south) side of the building. These

pourt. These wings have three floors used for office space

floors. The exterior walls facing the court contain 2-story
columns with doric capitals which support a lanai above. All
the roofs are tiled, with ornamental downspouts used in the
court. The courtyard, eight steps below the first floor,
contains a flag pole, a mosaic-tiled fountain, and two concrete
urns. The paved courtyard is opened toward the street. The
overall building dimensiens . are approximately 292'~x.312'|"

«The-functionsiof the,bujilding have not basically changed since
it was constructed. Both the original structure and the
addition,were constructed using poured in place concrete
bearing walls with stucco finish, spread footings, concrete
‘beams, ribbed floor slabs, and tile roofs.

The architectural character of this building has been retained
in spite of minor changes. It is unfortunate that a contempor-
ary entrance vestibule has been added at the east (Kekaulike
Street) entrance to the building. It is a minor element,
however, and could easily be modified to better suit the
‘overall architectural design. There appear to be no structures
-of historical 51gn1f1cance and there are no other important
public buildings in the vicinity.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - -

After the annexation of the Hawaiian Islands by the United
States in 1898, a need was expressed in governmental corres-
pondence for new federal and Territorial offices. Successive
early Territorial governors agreed that a new federal office
building should be constructed in Hilo. Their efforts cul-
minated in the erection of the ofriginal portion of the présent -
United States Post Office and Office Building, completed in
1917. )

This building is particularly noteworthy for its early
substantial use of structural reinforced concrete in this
particular locale. The Post Office is one of the few
historical buildings in Hilo constructed of lasting materials.

It 18! agood example of the Aed-classic’architéectural! style.
adapted to another geographical area, that is, adapted to
the Hawaiian climaté and life style.- ‘The'building'si'setting
is presently significant because of the spacial relationship
of the:open court area to Kalakaua Park immediately‘across®
the street.
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Stanley leashl, Malntenance Supervisor, GSA, private tour and

. interview held March 16, 1973, '

Henry D. Whitfield, Architect, New York, blueprints (July 1915)
in office of maintenance supervisor.

-Department of the Treasury, blueprints (July 1936) in office of

maintenance supervisor.
Seventy construction photographs (August 1914-April 1917) in Q
office of maintenance supervisor. 2
Thirty nine construction photos (April 1937- February 1938) in" |Q
office of maintenance supervisor, (continued) Eg
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