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AREA 

OEC i 6 1989  

FORM NO. 

1681 

Town V.'orcester 

Address ^7 John Street 

His tor ic Itane Thomas F. Doran Three-Decker 

Use: Present Residential 

Original Residential 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1694 

Source 

Style 

Worcester House Director'^ 

Stick s ty le Three-Decker 

Architect unKnovvn 

Exterior Hall Fabric WQQ ciappoard 

Outbuildings 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition excellent 

Moved Date 

Acreage l e s s than 1/4 ac re 

Sett ing Single- and m u l t i - f a m i l y , 

urban res i d e n t i a l street. 

UTM REFERENCE 19/268550/4683130 

USGS QUADRANGLE W o r c e s t e r N o r t h 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by 

Organization for Mass. Hist. Conni. 

Date December 19S8 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The Thomas F. Doran Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a representative 
example of the e a r l i e s t phase of three-decker development i n the middle-class, m u l t i -
family, r e s i d e n t i a l area that expanded west of downtown Worcester i n the late 19th 
century. I t i s also one of the few well-preserved, fi n e l y - d e t a i l e d Stick style 
three-deckers i n Worcester. The Doran Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of 
the National Register of Ki s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. » 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 27 John Street i s a remarkably well-preserved and exceptionally 
ornate example of Stick sty l e three-decker construction. The building i s clad i n 
wood clapboard, with simple corner boards and moulding s t r i p s between stories. I t 
has a hip roof, with regularly spaced brackets and larger corner brackets decorating 
the cornice overhang. The house has the characteristic side-hall plan, with a Jog i n 
one side wall. The asymmetrical main facade consists of an entry bay from which 
there projects a single-story porch, which i s flanked by a projecting, three-story, 
squared bay window. The bay i s capped by a projecting roof gable that contains spindle 
work i n a semi-circular, sunburst pattern. The front bay windows contain f l o r a l design 
stained glass i n the upper sash. Other windows contain 1/1 and 2/2 sash, with 
decorative caps and surrounds. The porch shelters a double-leaf, panelled door. Porch 
details include chamfered posts, spindle f r i e z e , and curved, decorative support 
brackets. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

The Doran Three-Decker i s locatedin the r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhiood j u s t northwest 
of downtown Worcester, an area of early three-decker development i n the c i t y . In 
the John Street area, families were primarily of I r i s h descent, and wage earners were 
mostly white-collar or s k i l l e d blue-collar employees. B u i l t ca. 1894, 27 John Street 
was f i r s t owned by Thomas F. Doran, a stage manager at the Worcester Theatre, who at 
tiiat time lived i n neighboring 25 John Street. Residents i n 1894 included John Black, 
a clerk at the Sears Ice Company; Josephine Black and Mary Seavey, both teachers; 
and Albert Strong, a foreman at the Boston and Maine f r e i g h t house. The Thomas Doran 
family resided at 27 John Street between 1900 and 1920, when they again lived at 
25 John Street, although they continued to own 27 John through 1930. Residents i n 1920 
included Lucius Kolton, a laborer; Fred Farrar, an inspector; Charry Burlingarae, a 
case hardener; and Charles Walsh, who ran a gasoline station and t i r e shop on 
Piedmont Street. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Worcester Directorv. Worcester House Directorv, 1894, 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930. 
L.J. Richards, Atlas of the Citv of Worcester, 1896, 1911, 1922. 
J. Callahan et a l . , Worcester rhree-Decker Survey, 1981. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Doran, Thomas F., Three-Decker 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Worcester Three-Deckers MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE RECEIVED: 12/26/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 1/09/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 1/25/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/09/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89002406 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 
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ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA 
REVIEWER ~_ 
DISCIPLINE 
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DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current '' ' '̂ 

DESCRIPTION .. 

architectural classification 
materials -'.Y 
descriptive text '{\\ • •• , i • 

K. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
justification of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000305 


