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The Richard Layton House is a large 2% story stone house built
ca. early 19th century, with a 1% story wing to one side, which
may be the original part of the house. It is five bays wide,
with a large center hall and two windows on either side of

the original central entrance, which consists of a six panel
door with sidelights and a fanlight. The roof is covered with
asphalt shingles. There are wide brick chimneys in either
gable end of the main wing, slightly recessed, and a wide
stone chimney at the open end of the smaller wing. To the
rear of the smaller wing is a sloped-roof, 1 story enclosed
porch addition. On the front of the main wing six stone steps
lead to a modern flagstone terrace.

Also on the property is a cluster of barns and other outbuild-

ings. The largest of these is the earliest barn, and has hewn
structural timbers.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Richard Layton House is significant as one of the best
preserved of the early 19th century stone houses in the New
Jersey portion of the Upper Delaware Valley and, conjecturally,
as an example of the mobility which was available in the area
to a family which belonged neither to the long established
Dutch, nor to the culturally advantaged English ethnic groups.
The Layton family in Sussex County probably descends from
Thomas Layton, an Irishman who migrated to Sandyston Township,
probably from Pennsylvania, about 1790. The family spread
quite prolifically throughout the Valley. Little is known of
the Layton who built this house, and, indeed, it is only a
matter of conjecture that one even did. If this was the case,
then the smaller wing was probably constructed during the
first generation (1790-1810), and the larger almost certainly
by 1840, placing this house squarely in the pattern of many
other two-section residences in the area, both frame and
stone. The larger wing, like the smaller, is essentially in
the traditional country style, with few adornments beyond
the somewhat ornamental doorway. The house has recently
been carefully restored, and is in excellent condition. It
is an honest expression of the elegant but unpretentious
styling which was typical of many of the best houses in
the vicinity during its period. As such, it illustrates the
prevailing country principal of craftsmanship over style.
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The Richard Layton House is located on United States Army
Corps of Engineers TIL Tract #7101, which includes a total

of 8.10 acres. The boundary of the nominated portion of the
property begins at the intersection of the northeastern tract
boundary line which separates tracts #7101 from 7100-2 with
the southeastern edge of the right of way of Ridge Road, as
shown on the accompanying Army Corps of Engineers tract map
(Point A.). From this point, the boundary extends to the
southeast, following the above-mentioned tract line for 300'
to Point B. From this point, the boundary turns to the south-
west at a right angle and extends for approximately 600' to
Point C, where it meets the southeastern segment of the above-
mentioned tract line, and continues along that line for
approximately 250' to Point D. From this point, the boundary
turns to the northwest and extends for approximately 200' to
Point E, on the southeastern edge of the above-mentioned

right of way southwest of Point A. From this point, the
boundary turns to the northeast and extends along the above-
mentioned right of way for approximately 780' back to Point A.



