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NITOW. REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

T~ Al ex Boyer House is signiFicant for itsassociation v/ith the
town's |e”B- - (ffch century real estate development and its
adaptation of the faniiliar gable-front formto the Queen Anne style.
It meets National Register criteria A and C at the local level and
retains integrity of setting, location, materials, workmanship,
design, feeling, and association. The boundaries indicated on the
attached assessors mp are those of current ownership.

IE:ILRAL Describe inportant architectural features ad evaluate in terns of
ot her bur | di ngs Wth|n the conmoni ty. b

A rare well preserved exanple of a Queen Anne Vernacul ar house i n Southbridge, this is one
of the best preserved and nost elaborate late-19th century residences on this section of
Ham Iton Street. OQutstanding features of the house are the one-story wap-around porch and
the elaborate stickwork and jigsaw-cut trim of the gable apron and bargeboard. At the rear
of the house is an outside staircase, an elenent often seen on Southbridge houses which

is believed to be of French Canadian origin.

HSIORCL SANHOWNE FExplain the role owers played inlocal or state history ad how the
building relates to the devel opnent of the conmonity:

Al though Ham Iton Street had been cut through in the 1850's, this section remained |argely
undevel oped until the 1880's. Houses were first built on the north side of the street bet-
ween Crane Street and Union Street during the 1880's and 1890's. After the establishment of
a separate French Canadian parish and the construction of a church on Pine Street in 1870,
this area became popul ar anmong that ethnic group. The owner of this house, Alexis Boyer,
was a major leader in the Franco-American community. H served in the State Legislature
in 1907-1908, the State Senate in 1914 and was also on the State Denpcratic Comm ttee.
Boyer, a builder, is also known for having constructed numerous two and three deckers in
Sout hbridge and for having trained other carpenter-builders wio followed him in his trade.

B Bl Y and o  FEFHRENES

maps, atlases, directories
letter Janice Morrill to S Ceccacci 5/13/86 regarding French Canadian influence on

three-dekcer style in Southbridge.
Gati neau, F Hi stoire des Franco-Anericains de Southbridge, Lakeview Press, 1919
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