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[DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED —UNALTERED -XORIGINAL SITE 

}(-GOOD —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Shepherd Brooks Estate consists of a large red brick Queen Anne house 
with i t s o r i g i n a l carriage house and shed set amid a r u s t i c s i x t y acre t r a c t of 
land i n West Medford. The estate i s approached o f f Grove Street by way of a winding 
unpaved road which passes picturesque Brooks Pond. Shorter dead-end paths o f f t h i s 
road r e c a l l the sites of temporary Veteran's housing b u i l t after World War I I . 

The house i s oriented towards the east and the nearby stable faces south. 
Peabody and Stearns' architectural drawings for the estate, among t h e i r c o l l e c t i o n 
at the Boston Public Library, provide the best source of information on these 
buildings' o r i g i n a l appearance. Although the design of the Shepherd Brooks house 
i s u n i f i e d by a prominent, hip-roofed 1^ story core, each elevation i s 
s t y l i s t i c a l l y i r r e g u l a r . 

The facade, or east elevation, i s dominated by a three story projecting bay 
with an e l l i p t i c a l l y arched porte-cochere to which an awkwardly enclosed second 
story has been added. Flanking a recessed entranceway are segmentally arched 2/1 
windows accented with brownstone. A rectangular bay window intersects the house's 
southeast corner. A segmentally arched 6/1 double window i s situated overhead. 

T-i On the opposite side of the central gable i s an engaged gabled dormer containing ! 
a single 6/1 segmentally arched window. These windows are also accented with 
brownstone d e t a i l i n g as are a l l the windows around the house. Beneath the central 
gable's pediment are three narrow 1/1 windows which are flanked by narrow brick .• 
pilasters with brownstone Ionic capitals. Surmounting these windows i s a wooden 
bolection molding and simple brick pediment. A plain wooden fri e z e surrounds the 
house's southeast cornice. Although recently repainted black, the o r i g i n a l color 
of the woodwork was a medium green. Narrow brick p i l a s t e r s define each corner 
of the house. The roof i s covered with red slate and rises to a copper-sheeted 
deck surrounded by a plain wooden r a i l i n g which possibly replaced an e a r l i e r and 
more ornate balustrade. Two ribbed brick chimneys r i s e through the roof on either 
side of the central gable. A two story ridge-roofed wing extends the east elevation 
to the north. Two d i s t i n c t i v e service entrances are located along t h i s wall. 
One doorway adjacent to the north elevation i s topped by an unusual fanlight and 
the other i s shielded by a decoratively gabled and balustered porch gracefully 
integrated to the wing's northeast corner. A corbelled brick gable with a recently , 
truncated brick chimney rises between these doorways. Small rectangular windows 
of varying styles and sizes flank the chimney. s 

The north elevation contains segmentally arched windows along the wall of 
the main house which are i d e n t i c a l i n size and sash to t h e i r counterparts on the 
other elevations. A shingle sided shed dormer projects from the roof of the main 
house, beside an extended gable i n the northwest corner of the roof. A simple 
hip-roofed dormer sided with cut shingles interconnects the gable along the wing's 
east elevation, and a t h i r d service entrance i s contained i n the f i r s t story next 
to an equally long 4/4 window. 

The house's random ashler granite foundation i s exposed along the north and 
west elevation. Segmentally arched basement doorways and window frames are 
accented by quoin-like brick t r i m . The generous fenestration along the west wall 
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i s asymmetrical and consistant i n size and sash with those on the other elevations. 
A double-window gabled dormer i s embellished with ornate t r i m i n the pediment. 
Two hip-roofed single-window dormers and two ribbed brick chimneys are also placed 
i n the west elevation's roof. An unusual two story porch supported by square 
brick columns dominates t h i s wall. The porch maybe entered from either level and 
from the side lawn. The upper porch i s surrounded by an altered wood r a i l i n g 
and covered by an arched hood which i s supported by large curved wooden brackets. 
Both porch levels o r i g i n a l l y open are now enclosed. 

The south elevation i s characterized by a long hip-roofed bay window which 
projects from the f i r s t story next to a wide e l l i p t i c a l veranda with decorative 
terra-cotta panels along i t s back wa l l . Although the windows are id e n t i c a l i n 
style and sash to those around the house, they are larger i n size and more 
sjnmnetrical i n placement. Two ornamentally gabled dormers with cut shingle 
siding are also present. An iron f i r e escape was added shortly a f t e r the house's 
adaptive use as a nursing home. Fortunately the i n t e r i o r of the building has not 
been severely altered. The majority of rooms reta i n t h e i r period woodwork including 
elaborate b u i l t - i n cabinets, shelves and mantelpieces. 

The estate's red brick carriage house i s s t y l i s t i c a l l y similar to the main 
house. I t consists of a one story, hip-roofed building with a two story central 
gable which contains a large s l i d i n g doorway and a second story window. Two 4/1 
windows flank each side on the f i r s t story and two gabled dormers with cut shingle 
siding project from the east and west elevations. A noteworthy part of the compound 
is a near-by shed which, although deteriorated,retains i t s basic form and well 
crafted decorative wooden d e t a i l i n g . 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1880-1881 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Norcross B r o s . / Peabody & Stearns 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Shepherd Brooks Estate i s Medford's best example of a t y p i c a l Boston 
gentleman's l a t e 19th century summer house and farm that retains much of i t s 
extensive acreage. The house and outbuildings are Peabody and Stearns' major 
local commission and a si g n i f i c a n t work i n the firm's development. In addition, ' 
the s i x t y acre s i t e has become an important part of Medford's conserved open space. 

Shepherd Brooks descended from Captain Thomas Brooks who l e f t England i n 1630, 
settled i n Concord, Massachusetts and acquired a large farm i n Medford, and from 
Thomas Shepherd an early American Settler. Shepherd Brooks graduated from Harvard 
College i n 1857 and travelled extensively i n Europe during the following two years. 
In 1872 Brooks took his A.M. from Harvard. Shortly thereafter he v i s i t e d 
California and the Columbia River area with a small group including Clara Gardner 
of Boston whom Shepherd married on December 10, 1872. Shepherd Brooks never 
engaged i n any active business and described his l i f e as "quiet and uneventful." 
According to the Harvard University Archives*^^professlon was"agricultural landscape 
architecture.*' He spent the summers c u l t i v a t i n g his family's ancestral farm i n 
West Medford and the winters i n his Beacon H i l l townhouse at 90 Beacon Street. 
Extensive crops were raised on his farm. At the time of his death on February 21, 
1922, Shepherd's crops were regarded as the "highest quality goods to be found on 
the market" and "well known along the East Coast." Some of the f r u i t trees from the 
estate's orchard may s t i l l be found on the property. The Brooks family gave the 
community much land during t h e i r l i v e s including parts of the Middlesex Fells 
Reservation, the Mystic Valley parks and the Oak Grove Cemetery. In 1867 Shepherd 
Brooks, his brother and mother donated the Grace Episcopal Church i n Medford which 
was designed by the nationally prominent architect, Henry Hobson Richardson. 

Shepherd Brooks commissioned the important Boston architectural f i r m of 
Peabody and Stearns to design his summer home i n 1880. Norcross Brothers of 
Worcester, Henry H. Richardson's Builders, completed the house i n 1881 at a t o t a l 
cost of $39,361.42. The Shepherd Brooks Estate was Peabody and Stearns' t h i r d 
and most distinguished l o c a l commission. Their other local commissions include 
alterations to the Tufts College bookstore i n 1874, and i n 1877 the design for 
Dudley Bradley house now demolished. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ~ ~ ' 

The Shepherd Brooks Estate is bounded on the north by the Medford 
Winchester town l i n e , on the east and south by the Oak Grove Cemetery, 
and on the west by Grove Street. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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8 SIGNIFICANCE 

According to Professor Wheaton Holden, author of "Robert Swain of Peabody 
and Stearns i n Boston: The Early years 1870-1886", a doctoral dissertation at 
Boston University, "The Shepherd Brooks House i s one of a lim i t e d number of 
surviving examples of a curious coalescence of 'Peabodyian Queen Anne' and 
'Furnessian Brutalism'. I t s precedent i n Peabody and Stearns' vocabulary of th e i r 
work i s the Old Union League Club i n New York City of 1879-80 (now demolished). 
The house i t s e l f and i t s adjoining stable and outbuilding deserve to be preserved for 
their uniqueness and importance i n the c r i t i c a l evaluation of American architecture 
i n the early 1880's." In 1950 the Shepherd Brooks Estate was given to the City 
of Medford for use as a nursing home. 
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