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The Shepherd Brooks Estate consists of a large redbrick Queen Anne house
with its original carriage house and shed set anid a rustic sixty acre tract of
land i n West Medford. The estate i sapproached of f Grove Street by way of a winding
unpaved road which passes picturesque Brooks Pond. Shorter dead-end paths off this
road recall thesites of tenporary Veteran's housing built after World Vér || .

The house i soriented towards theeast and t henearby stable faces south.

Peabody and Stearns' architectural drawings for theestate, among their collection
at theBoston Public Library, provide t hebest source of information on these
buildings' original appearance. Although thedesign of the Shepherd Brooks house
is unified by a promnent, hip-roofed 1™ story core, each elevationi s
stylistically irregular.

The facade, or east elevation, i sdomnated by a three story projecting bay
with anelliptically arched porte-cochere towhich an awkwardly enclosed second
story has been added. Flanking a recessed entranceway ar e segmentally arched 2/1
wi ndows accented with brownstone. A rectangul ar bay wi ndow intersects t hehouse's
sout heast corner. A segmentally arched 6/1 double wi ndow i ssituated overhead.

T O theopposite side of thecentral gable i san engaged gabled dormer containing
a single 6/1 segmentally arched wi ndow. These wi ndows ar e al so accented with
brownstone detailing as areall thew ndows around thehouse. Beneath thecentral
gable's pedinent arethree narrow 1/1 wi ndows which areflanked by narrow brick
pilasters with brownstone lonic capitals. Surmpunting these w ndows i sa wooden
bol ection molding and sinmple brick pedinment. A plain wooden frieze surrounds t he
house's southeast cornice. Although recently repainted black, theoriginal color
of thewoodwork was a mediumgreen. Narrow brick pilasters define each corner
of thehouse. The roof i scovered with redslate and rises toa copper-sheeted
deck surrounded by a plain wooden railing which possibly replaced an earlier and
nore ornate balustrade. Two ribbed brick chimeys rise through t heroof on either
side of thecentral gable. A two story ridge-roofedwi ng extends theeast elevation
to thenorth. Two distinctive service entrances arelocated along this wall.

(ne doorway adjacent tothenorth elevation i stopped by an unusual fanlight and
the other i sshielded by a decoratively gabled and bal ustered porch gracefully
integrated tothewing' s northeast corner. A corbelled brick gable with a recently
truncated brick chimey rises between these doorways. Small rectangul ar wi ndows

of varying styles and sizes flank the chi mey.

The north elevation contains segmentally arched wi ndows along the wall of
the main house which areidentical i nsize and sash totheir counterparts on the
other elevations. A shingle sided shed dormer projects fromtheroof of the main
house, beside an extended gable i nthenorthwest corner of theroof. A sinple
hip-roofed dorner sided with cut shingles interconnectsthegable along thewing's
east elevation, and a third service entrance i scontained i nthefirst story next
to an equally long 4/4 wi ndow.

The house's random ashler granite foundationi sexposed along thenorth and
west elevation. Segmentally arched basement doorways and wi ndow frames are
accented by quoin-like brick trim  The generous fenestration along t hewest wall
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is asymmetrical and consistant i nsize and sash with those on t heother elevations.
A doubl e-wi ndow gabled dorner i sembellished with ornate trim i nthe pedinment.

Two hip-roofed single-window dormers and two ribbed brick chimeys arealso placed
in thewest elevation'sroof. An unusual two story porch supported by square
brick colums domnates this wall. The porch naybe entered from either level and
fromtheside lawm. The upper porch i ssurrounded by an altered wood railing

and covered by an arched hood which i ssupported by large curved wooden brackets.
Both porch levels originally open arenow enclosed.

The south elevation i scharacterizedby a |ong hip-roofed bay w ndow which
projects fromthefirst story next toawde elliptical veranda with decorative
terra-cotta panels along its back wall. Although thew ndows areidentical i n
style and sash t othose around t hehouse, they arelarger i nsize andnore
sjnmetrical i nplacement. Two ornamentally gabled dormers with cut shingle
siding arealso present. An iron fire escape was added shortly after thehouse's
adaptive use as anursing hone. Fortunatelytheinterior of thebuilding has not
been severely altered. The majority of roons retain their period woodwork including
el aborate built-in cabinets, shelves and mantel pi eces.

The estate's redbrick carriage house i sstylistically simlar tothe main
house. |t consists of a one story, hip-roofedbuilding with a two story central
gabl e which contains a large sliding doorway and a second story wi ndow. Two 4/1
wi ndows flank each side on thefirst story and two gabled dormers with cut shingle
siding project fromtheeast and west elevations. A noteworthy part of the conpound
is a near-by shed which, although deteriorated,retains itsbasic form and well
crafted decorative wooden detailing.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Shepherd Brooks Estate i s Medford's best exanple of a typical Boston
gentleman's late 19th century summer house and farm that retains rmuch of its
extensive acreage. The house andoutbuildings ar e Peabody and Stearns' major
local conmission anda significant work i nthefirms devel opment. | naddition,
the sixty acre site has becone an inmportant part of Medford's conserved open space.

Shepherd Brooks descended from Captain Thomas Brooks who |eft England i n 1630,
settled i nConcord, Massachusetts and acquired a large farm i nMedford, and from
Thomas Shepherd anearly Anmerican Settler. Shepherd Brooks graduated fromHarvard
College i n1857 andtravelled extensively i nEurope during thefollowing twoyears.
In 1872Brooks took his AM fromHarvard. Shortly thereafter he visited
California andt he Colunbia River area with a small group including Clara Gardner
of Boston whom Shepherd married on Decenber 10, 1872. Shepherd Brooks never
engaged i nany active business and described hislife as "quiet and uneventful."
According t ot heHarvard University Archives**professlion was"agricultural |andscape
architecture.*' He spent thesummers cultivating his famly's ancestral farmi n
West Medford and t hewinters i nhis Beacon Hill townhouse at 90 Beacon Street.
Extensive crops were raised onhisfarm At thetim of his death on February 21,
1922, Shepherd's crops were regarded as t he"highest quality goods t o be found on
the market" and "well known along theEast Coast." Sone of thefruit trees fromthe
estate's orchard may still be found ontheproperty. The Brooks fam |y gavethe
comunity much land during their lives including parts of the M ddl esex Fells
Reservation, theMstic Valley parks andthe Gak G ove Cenetery. | n 1867 Shepherd
Brooks, hi s brother andnother donated t he G ace Episcopal Church i n Medford which
was desi gned by t henationally prom nent architect, Henry HobsonRi chardson.

Shepherd Brooks conmissioned t heinmportant Boston architectural firmof
Peabody and Stearns t o design his summer hore i n1880. Norcross Brothers of
Worcester, Henry H Richardson's Builders, conpleted thehouse i n1881 at a total
cost of $39,361.42. The Shepherd Brooks Estate was Peabody and Stearns' third
and nost distinguished local conmission. Their other local comm ssions include
alterations totheTufts College bookstore i n1874, andi n1877thedesignfor
Dudl ey Bradl ey house now denol i shed.
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According t o Professor Weaton Hol den, author of "Robert Swain of Peabody
and Stearns i nBoston: The Early years 1870-1886", a doctoral dissertationat

Boston University, "The Shepherd Brooks House i sone of a limited nunber of
surviving exanples of a curious coal escence of 'Peabodyi an Queen Anne' and
"Furnessian Brutalism . I'ts precedent i nPeabody and Stearns' vocabulary of their

work i sthed d Union League Club i nNew York City of 1879-80 (nowdenmolished).

The house itself and itsadjoining stable and outbuilding deserve tobe preservedf or
their uniqueness and inmportance i nthecritical evaluation of American architecture
in theearly 1880's." | n 1950 t he Shepherd Brooks Estate was given totheCity

of Medford for use as a nursing hone.
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