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The Sal em Gonmon Historic District is conposed of 266 properties located inthe eastern
part of the city of Salem Thedistrict includes buildings surrounding the Sal em CGormon
and those buildings onthe streets radiating out from the CQormon which reflect the high
architectural quality which predomnates inthe district. Tothe south of the district
is the Derby Waterfront, to the west are commercial and municipal centers of the city,
to the north Bridge Street forns a natural boundary, andto the east are more nodest
residences-which extend down to Collins Cove. Thedistrict is primarily conposedof
residences, although other uses include tw churches, a library, arnory, funeral hone,
school, home for the aged, jail, nuseum andseveral commercial concerns. Because of
the nature of the district, there are few obtrusive comrercial signs present andthe
maj or intrusions are a parking area, several vacant lots, andtraffic signs usually
associated with a heavily travel ed area.

The focal point of the district is the Sal em Gonmon, or Washi ngton Square, which is
surrounded by handsone Federal houses. Themajority of these houses are brick, three-
story, hi.p-roofed structures, which symbolize the wealth andpower of Salems maritime
era. Other simlar Federal houses - both brick andclapboard - extend into the outlying
areas of the district, although these buildings for the nost part are not as inposing as
the ones i n Washington Square. Mst of the houses are set close to the street and t o
each other and have small yards or gardens to the rear. Ganerally, the scale of the
district is dictated by the two- andthree-storyresidences, with the greater scale

mai ntained around the Conmmon andslightly smaller houses onthe periphery. These other
buildings represent the wide variety of styles of the nineteenth andearlytwentieth
centuries, with Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, Italianate, Second Enpire, Queen Anne

and Col onial Revival. |In addition, there are two seventeenth century buildings andsev-
eral from the early eighteenth century. There are only about four buildings constructed
between the m d-twentieth century andthe present. For the npst part the Sal em Gonmon
District is inanexcellent state of preservation, retaining important detail and charac-
ter from each period represented. In acity where there is such a |arge nunber of his-
torically andarchitecturally significant buildings, the boundaries of this district are
drawn t o enconpass the highest concentration of quality architecturein the Sal em Gonmon
section of the community.

The following represent sone of the variety of types of buildingswithin the Sal em Gonmon
Historic District:

The Narbonne House (#19) is oneof the tw ol dest houses in the district. Iltis two
stories with a steeply pitched roof andis covered with clapboards. The house i s three
bays wide andhasitshbhrick chimey andentrance ononeside. Thegable endisto the
street andthere is anell beyond inthe yard anda lean-to behind the original house. | t
is currently being restored by the National Park Service.

The Daniels House (#255) was built in 1667 by shipwright Stephen Daniels, and enlarged

in 1756 by Sanmuel Silsbhee. Theoldest part of the building is the southern half where

the original entrance was located. The present entrance onDaniels Street has a repro-
duction enclosed pedinmented porch. Thebuilding i s nowused as a small guest house and
restaurant.

According to records at the Essex Institute, the Boardman House (#60) was worked on by
the McIntirebrothers between 1782 and 1789.  Although the house has undergone nany

continued
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alterations over theyears, i tremins a handsonme three-story clapboard house with hip
roof.

Anong t he many handsorne brick Federal houses surrounding the Gommon i st heBertram Hne
for Aged Men (#171), built i n1818for John Forrester, theson of a successful Salem
merchant. The house i sthree storieswith ahip roof topped with a balustrade. | t

is five bays wide, andthew ndows (six-over-six sash) have black shutters and keystone
lintels above. George Peabody added t he one-story wing ontheeast side of t hehouse,
and totherear i satwo-story, hip-roofed carriage house with handsome arched w ndows.
Atulip tree i nthegarden i ssaid tobethetallest andoldest i nthe country.

The streetscape along Wnter Street includes a nunber of fine Geek Revival houses, in-
cluding thehouse at 16 Wnter Street (#145). This residence i sanexcellent exanple
of theGeek Revival style with itswde entablature andcornice, Geek pilasters,

and gable endt othe street.

The SalemJail andHouse of Correction (#251) was originally built between 1811 and 1813
The sturdy granite”buildingwas greatly enlarged andrenodel ed between 1884 and 1885.

The newaddition lacks theornamentation customary i nthelate nineteenth century,
suggesting that i twas designed toblend with theold. Thetwo octagonal cupolas on

the east and west ends of thebuilding arethemin decorative features of thebuilding.

The Gothic Revival Wtch Miseum (#218) provides aninteresting contrast tothepri-
marily Federal structures on Washington Square. Originally built/ for t heEast Church

in 1846, i t was designed by noted New York architect Mnard Lafever (according t oEssex
Institute records). Thebuildingwas partially destroyed by fire i nthe 1960's, but its
fagade was restored andthestructure adapt/ed for useas a nuseum depicting thewitch
hysteria of t heseventeenth century. Thebuilding has a brownston®*gable facingthe
street with three entrances having pointed Gothic arches. ~

ne of t henpst handsome Italianate designs i nthedistrict i sthedouble houseat

2-4 Forrester Street (#50) . Thetwo-story clapboard house stands on a high grani?”s
and brick foundation. |ts deep eaves are supported by ornate brackets, and "al TAft he
wi ndow and door openings areheavily decorated, giving a feeling of plasticity to the
facade. The double entrances aredeeply recessed into a central pavilion which
projects slightly.

Al'so adding interest andvariety tothedistrict are several Queen Anne structures, such
as thehouse at 9 Forrester Street (#55) , whose irregular massing anddetail contrast
with thenore planar Federal buildings.
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STATEMENT OF S GN A CANCE

The Sal em Gonmon Historic District i ssignificant as oneof thecenters of Salems early
devel opment and as an area associated with some of thecity's nmost promnent citizens.
The district i salso noteworthy beaause i tcontains classic exanples of architectural
styles spanning two centuries. These range from t he seventeenth century Narbonne House
through t he Georgi an, Federal, Geek Revival, Gothic Revival, Italianate, Queen Anne

and Col onial Revival periods. They reflect therich history of Salemduring the early
fishing days, thetroubled times of witchcraft, theRevolutionary War, theeraof trade
with theOrient, andt heperiod of el egant society which included statesmen and literary
figures.

Sal em was founded i n 1626 by Roger Conant as t heplantation of Naunkeag and established
two years later asthefirst town i nthe Colony of Massachusetts Bay. Fromthe start
her citizens engaged i nfishing andshipping, andas early as 1643 trade was being carr-
led onwith the Wst Indies. Gradually theorbit of trade was extended t o Europe,
primarily t oPortugal and Spain.

During this time i ntheseventeenth century the Salem Gonmon was a narshy area where
five ponds drained into nearby Collins Cove. Under such donditions thearea was sparse-
ly settled. Thetwo ol dest houses i nthedistrict were owned by people associated with
Salem s inmportant industry - theNarbonne House (#19) by a famly of fishermen andship
joiners, andtheDaniels House (#255) by a shipwright. Qne of Salenmis witches, Ann
Pudeator, also lived not far away. In 1714 t hetown voted t okeep this area openfor
use as atraining field which becane known as t he CGormon, A nunber of tanneriesand
ropewal ks sprang up, and while still rural i ncharacter, thearea also included a char-
ity house, gunhouse andschool aswell as two or three handsone residences.

Salemtrade with t heWst Indies continued tothrive until 1763 when Great Britain
enacted neasures which limted thecomercial activities of theAmerican colonies. Ten-
sions arising fromtheBritish banresultedi nthetarring andfeatheringonthe Gnmon
of two informers who hadreported local shipping activities toGQown officers. During
the American Revolution Salemgave ai dt othePatriots through privateering, and its
port was t heone Anmerican continental port of significancethat didnot fall intothe
hands of t heBritish during thecourse of the war.

Following t heRevolution Salem merchants nade pioneering voyages t ot he East |ndies,
China, andthePacific Coast of North America, thus ushering i nthefirst golden

age of American foreign trade. Theresult was a rapid comercial devel opment which
led toacultural expansion i nSalem andleft a lasting impression i ntheformof its
architecture.

continued
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Anong t he mer chants who prospered through Salems great trade with theOrient was Elias
Hasket Derby. As land i nt he Gormon area became nore desirable, Derby sparked a private
subscription i n1801toinprove theQmmon itself. The land was |eveled, wal ks laid

out, rows of Lonbardy poplars planted, andt hewhole enclosed with a fence. Derby's
effort was sosuccessful that twoyears later hewas able t oraise an additional sum

for four gateways by Samuel Mi”*ntire. The present iron fence was erected i n 1850,

bt oneof theMlntire gateways, with a medallion of Washi ngton, has been preserved

in theEssex Institute.

The first of themansions built around t he Gonmon by prosperous merchants and sea cap-
tains was t he Boardman House (#60), the hone of Captain Francis Boardman. After Board-
man's death, hi s daughter andher husband, shipowner Sachariah E' Silsbee, continued

to occupy t hehouse. Among t heother merchants whoresided i nt hearea were Col onel

Pi ckman, at 13 Washi ngton Square East; Janes Kimball, captain of t he Leander, at 14
Pickman Street (#98); Nathaniel Griffin, nmaster of theEliza and Mary andowner of the
Neptune, at 1 winter Street (#140); andCharles Millet, master of the Typee and initiator
of thewool trade with Australia, at 17 Pisfcman Street. Nathaniel Silshee, who |ived

al 94 Washi ngton Square East (#67), began as a shipmaster for t heDerbys andlater went
into politics. Silsbee was a friend of Daniel Webster, and Webster's sonwas married
in Silsbee's Salem house. Captain Janes Devereux, whose hone was as 54 Washi ngt on
Square East (#49), sailed hi s ship Franklin t oJapan i n1803 and was thefirst totrade
with that country.

Al'though t he enbargo on Anerican shipping i n1807 andduring theVWar of 1812 was a severe
blowt o Salems econony, thecity quickly recovered afterwards with t heopening of new
channels of trade t oAfrica, Australia, andSouth America. Following thediscoveryof

gold i nCalifornia i n1848, Sal em shi powners reaped additional profits fromtrade around
Cape Horn t o San Franci sco.

Duringthe earlynineteenth centurydevel opment of Sal eni strade. Judge Joseph Story
built and livedi nthe house at 26 Wnter Street (#151). Electedtothe General Court
and | at er as Speaker of the U S. House of Representatives, Storywas appointed

to the Suprenme Court by President James Madi son. At his Sal emhouse Judge Story
entertai ned President Monroei n 1817 and General Lafayette i n1824. Hi sson WIliam
Wet nore St ory was a wel | - known poet and scul ptor. n

Anot her prom nent resident of this area was philanthropist George Peabody, son of Cap-
tain Joseph Peabody. Between 1834 and 1892 Peabody lived at 29 Washington Square North
(#171) where he often entertained Longfellow, Aggasiz, andCeneral McClellan. The
house |ater was used as headquarters for t he Salem Cl ub, anexclusive gentlenen's or -
gani zation, andnowserves as theBertram Hone f or Aged Men.

continued



Form No 1f)-300a

- 10_73N|TtD STATtS DtPARTMINT OF THt INTtRIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES =~ =
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 2

#8:

Nat haniel Hawtljjdrne lived at 12 Mall Street (#176) where he wote his first successful
novel The Scarlett Letter. Also i nthedistrict i stheEssex Institute, already |listed
on theNational Register.

The great increase i nsize which cane i nt he decade of theclipper ship, 1850-1860,

and theconing of steam brought Salemis maritime cycle abruptly toa close after t he
Civil war. Her landlocked harbor was t ooshallow t oaccommodate t helarge new ships,
and as aresult her commerce was rapidly absorbed by t he deep-water ports of Boston
and New York. Salemturned frsm the seat omanufacturing, andthrough theendof the
nineteenth century theareas around t he Sal em Cormon were further devel oped.

Today t he Sal em Gonmon andt he nei ghborhood around i t arewell-preserved rem ndersof
the city's growth andperiods of prosperity. The approximately nine acres of the
Gonrmon itself were acquired by the Salem Park Departnent i n1928. The center grandstand
was built i n1926, andt hestatue of Roger Conant was dedicated i n1913. The statue
was designed by Henry Kitson for theConant Fam |y Association tohonor Salems first

| eader and founder.

In additiontoitshistorical significance, the Salem Gormon Hi storic District stands
as arecord of architecturalstylistic development. Promthefine work of Samuel M-
Intire totheintricate Victorian detail crafted by anonynous buil ders, thestructures
in thedistrict provide infinite variety. The area nevertheless achieves acertain con-
tinuity through itsoutstanding architectural quality, geographic cohesiveness, scale,
and massing. The large concentration of essentiallyunaltered structures i nthis
district i sseldom found el sewhere.

#10:

an easterly directiontoinclude theproperty of #84 Washi ngton Square East, returning
across #10and #12Briggs Street andacross t heback | ot line of #94 Washi ngt on Square
East t ot heback | ot line of properties onAndrews Street i naneasterly directionto
VWbb Street. At this point runnorth toinclude al |l properties onthe west side upto
Spring Street andeasterly on Spring Street t oPleasant Street toinclude all the
properties onthesouth side. @ north on Pleasant Street t o Parker Court t o include
properties onthewest side of Pleasant anddown Parker Court i naneasterlydirection
toward Bridge Street t oinclude theback | ot [ines of #1land#3Wnter Street.
Bridge Street at t hecorner of Wnter Street, gowest toinclude al | properties on the
south side of Saint Peter's Street. |Ina southerly directioncontinue down Saint Peter's
Street toinclude properties ontheeast side toBrown Street. G east on Brown Street
to #13 (the Armory), turning in a southerly directiononto Liberty Street tothepoint
of beginning.
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