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The Salem Common Historic D i s t r i c t i s composed of 266 properties located i n the eastern 
part of the c i t y of Salem. The d i s t r i c t includes buildings surrounding the Salem Common 
and those buildings on the streets radiating out from the Common which r e f l e c t the high 
architectural qu a l i t y which predominates i n the d i s t r i c t . To the south of the d i s t r i c t 
i s the Derby Waterfront, to the west are commercial and municipal centers of the c i t y , 
to the north Bridge Street forms a natural boundary, and to the east are more modest 
residences-which extend down to Collins Cove. The d i s t r i c t i s primarily composed of 
residences, although other uses include two churches, a l i b r a r y , armory, funeral home, 
school, home for the aged, j a i l , museum, and several commercial concerns. Because of 
the nature of the d i s t r i c t , there are few obtrusive commercial signs present and the 
major intrusions are a parking area, several vacant l o t s , and t r a f f i c signs usually 
associated with a heavily traveled area. 

The focal point of the d i s t r i c t i s the Salem Common, or Washington Square, which i s 
surrounded by handsome Federal houses. The majority of these houses are br i c k , three-
story, hi.p-roofed structures, which symbolize the wealth and power of Salem's maritime 
era. Other similar Federal houses - both brick and clapboard - extend into the outlying 
areas of the d i s t r i c t , although these buildings for the most part are not as imposing as 
the ones i n Washington Square. Most of the houses are set close to the street and to 
each other and have small yards or gardens to the rear. Ganerally, the scale of the 
d i s t r i c t i s dictated by the two- and three-story residences, with the greater scale 
maintained around the Common and s l i g h t l y smaller houses on the periphery. These other 
buildings represent the wide variety of styles of the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries, with Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, I t a l i a n a t e , Second Empire, Queen Anne 
and Colonial Revival. In addition, there are two seventeenth century buildings and sev­
eral from the early eighteenth century. There are only about four buildings constructed 
between the mid-twentieth century and the present. For the most part the Salem Common 
D i s t r i c t i s i n an excellent state of preservation, retaining important d e t a i l and charac­
ter from each period represented. I n a c i t y where there i s such a large number of his­
t o r i c a l l y and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t buildings, the boundaries of t h i s d i s t r i c t are 
drawn to encompass the highest concentration of qualit y architecture i n the Salem Common 
section of the community. 

The following represent some of the variety of types of buildings within the Salem Common 
Historic D i s t r i c t : 

The Narbonne House (#19) i s one of the two oldest houses i n the d i s t r i c t . I t i s two 
stories with a steeply pitched roof and i s covered with clapboards. The house i s three 
bays wide and has i t s brick chimney and entrance on one side. The gable end is to the 
street and there i s an e l l beyond i n the yard and a lean-to behind the o r i g i n a l house. I t 
is currently being restored by the National Park Service. 

The Daniels House (#255) was b u i l t i n 1667 by shipwright Stephen Daniels, and enlarged 
i n 1756 by Samuel Silsbee. The oldest part of the building i s the southern half where 
the o r i g i n a l entrance was located. The present entrance on Daniels Street has a repro­
duction enclosed pedimented porch. The building i s now used as a small guest house and 
restaurant. 

According to records at the Essex I n s t i t u t e , the Boardman House (#60) was worked on by 
the Mclntire brothers between 1782 and 1789. Although the house has undergone many 
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alterations over the years, i t remains a handsome three-story clapboard house with hip 
roof. 

Among the many handsome brick Federal houses surrounding the Common i s the Bertram Home 
for Aged Men (#171), b u i l t i n 1818 for John Forrester, the son of a successful Salem 
merchant. The house i s three stories with a hip roof topped with a balustrade. I t 
is f i v e bays wide, and the windows (six-over-six sash) have black shutters and keystone 
l i n t e l s above. George Peabody added the one-story wing on the east side of the house, 
and to the rear i s a two-story, hip-roofed carriage house with handsome arched windows. 
A t u l i p tree i n the garden i s said to be the t a l l e s t and oldest i n the country. 

The streetscape along Winter Street includes a number of fine Greek Revival houses, i n ­
cluding the house at 16 Winter Street (#145). This residence i s an excellent example 
of the Greek Revival style with i t s wide entablature and cornice, Greek p i l a s t e r s , 
and gable end to the street. 

The Salem J a i l and House of Correction (#251) was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t between 1811 and 1813. 
The sturdy granite^building was greatly enlarged and remodeled between 1884 and 1885. 
The new addition lacks the ornamentation customary i n the late nineteenth century, 
suggesting that i t was designed to blend with the old. The two octagonal cupolas on 
the east and west ends of the building are the main decorative features of the building. 

The Gothic Revival Witch Museum (#218) provides an interesting contrast to the p r i ­
marily Federal structures on Washington Square. Originally b u i l t / for the East Church 
in 1846, i t was designed by noted New York architect Minard Lafever (according to Essex 
I n s t i t u t e records). The building was p a r t i a l l y destroyed by f i r e i n the 1960's, but i t s 
faqade was restored and the structure adapt/ed for use as a museum.depicting the witch 
hysteria of the seventeenth century. The building has a brownston^^gable facing the 
street with three entrances having pointed Gothic arches. ~ 

One of the most handsome I t a l i a n a t e designs i n the d i s t r i c t i s the double house at 
2-4 Forrester Street (#50) . The two-story clapboard house stands on a high grani^s 
and brick foundation. I t s deep eaves are supported by ornate brackets, and ^ a l T ^ f the 
window and door openings are heavily decorated, giving a feeling of p l a s t i c i t y to the 
facade. The double entrances are deeply recessed into a central pavilion which 
projects s l i g h t l y . 

Also adding interest and variety to the d i s t r i c t are several Queen Anne structures, such 
as the house at 9 Forrester Street (#55) , whose irreg u l a r massing and d e t a i l contrast 
with the more planar Federal buildings. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Salem Common Historic D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as one of the centers of Salem's early 
development and as an area associated with some of the c i t y ' s most prominent citizens. 
The d i s t r i c t i s also noteworthy beaause i t contains classic examples of architectural 
styles spanning two centuries. These range from the seventeenth century Narbonne House 
through the Georgian, Federal, Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, I t a l i a n a t e , Queen Anne 
and Colonial Revival periods. They r e f l e c t the r i c h history of Salem during the early 
fishing days, the troubled times of wit c h c r a f t , the Revolutionary War, the era of trade 
with the Orient, and the period of elegant society which included statesmen and l i t e r a r y 
figures. 

Salem was founded i n 1626 by Roger Conant as the plantation of Naumkeag and established 
two years l a t e r as the f i r s t town i n the Colony of Massachusetts Bay. From the s t a r t 
her citizens engaged i n fi s h i n g and shipping, and as early as 1643 trade was being carr­
ied on with the West Indies. Gradually the o r b i t of trade was extended to Europe, 
primarily to Portugal and Spain. 

During t h i s time i n the seventeenth century the Salem Common was a marshy area where 
fi v e ponds drained in t o nearby Collins Cove. Under such donditions the area was sparse­
ly settled. The two oldest houses i n the d i s t r i c t were owned by people associated with 
Salem's important industry - the Narbonne House (#19) by a family of fishermen and ship 
joiners, and the Daniels House (#255) by a shipwright. One of Salem's witches, Ann 

In 1714 the town voted to keep t h i s area open for 
A number of tanneries and 

Pudeator, also lived not far away. 
use as a t r a i n i n g f i e l d which became known as the Common, 
ropewalks sprang up, and while s t i l l r u r a l i n character, the area also included a char­
i t y house, gunhouse and school as well as two or three handsome residences. 

Salem trade with the West Indies continued to th r i v e u n t i l 1763 when Great B r i t a i n 
enacted measures which li m i t e d the commercial a c t i v i t i e s of the American colonies. Ten­
sions arising from the B r i t i s h ban resulted i n the t a r r i n g and feathering on the Common 
of two informers who had reported l o c a l shipping a c t i v i t i e s to Crown o f f i c e r s . During 
the American Revolution Salem gave aid to the Patriots through privateering, and i t s 
port was the one American continental port of significance that did not f a l l into the 
hands of the B r i t i s h during the course of the war. 

Following the Revolution Salem merchants made pioneering voyages to the East Indies, 
China, and the Pacific Coast of North America, thus ushering i n the f i r s t golden 
age of American foreign trade. The re s u l t was a rapid commercial development which 
led to a c u l t u r a l expansion i n Salem and l e f t a last i n g impression i n the form of i t s 
architecture. 

continued 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The Salem Common Historic D i s t r i c t i s comprised of a l l 
properties w i t h i n the confines of a boundary formed when u t i l i z i n g the back l o t lines as 
follows: Beginning at the junction of Essex and Liberty Streets and running easterly along 
the back l o t lines of properties on the south side of Essex Street to Hardy Street, thence 
running north between #48 and #50 Essex Street, between #14 and #16 Forrester Street as well 
as #11 and #15; then westerly to the back l o t l i n e of #80 Washington Square East. Resume a 
northeast d i r e c t i o n across Boardman Street and between #1 and #5, then running i n (continu^) 
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Among the merchants who prospered through Salem's great trade with the Orient was Elias 
Hasket Derby. As land i n the Common area became more desirable, Derby sparked a private 
subscription i n 1801 to improve the Common i t s e l f . The land was leveled, walks l a i d 
out, rows of Lombardy poplars planted, and the whole enclosed with a fence. Derby's 
e f f o r t was so successful that two years la t e r he was able to raise an additional sum 
for four gateways by Samuel Mci^ntire. The present iron fence was erected i n 1850, 
but one of the Mclntire gateways, with a medallion of Washington, has been preserved 
i n the Essex I n s t i t u t e . 

The f i r s t of the mansions b u i l t around the Common by prosperous merchants and sea cap­
tains was the Boardman House (#60), the home of Captain Francis Boardman. After Board-
man's death, his daughter and her husband, shipowner Sachariah F.' Silsbee, continued 
to occupy the house. Among the other merchants who resided i n the area were Colonel 
Pickman, at 13 Washington Square East; James Kimball, captain of the Leander, at 14 
Pickman Street (#98); Nathaniel G r i f f i n , master of the Eliza and Mary and owner of the 
Neptune, at 1 winter Street (#140); and Charles M i l l e t , master of the Typee and i n i t i a t o r 
of the wool trade with Australia, at 17 Pisfcman Street. Nathaniel Silsbee, who lived 
at 94 Washington Square East (#67), began as a shipmaster for the Derbys and later went 
into p o l i t i c s . Silsbee was a fri e n d of Daniel Webster, and Webster's son was married 
in Silsbee's Salem house. Captain James Devereux, whose home was as 54 Washington 
Square East (#49), sailed his ship Franklin to Japan i n 1803 and was the f i r s t to trade 
with that country. 

Although the embargo on American shipping i n 1807 and during the War of 1812 was a severe 
blow to Salem's economy, the c i t y quickly recovered afterwards with the opening of new 
channels of trade to Af r i c a , Australia, and South America. Following the discovery of 
gold i n California i n 1848, Salem shipowners reaped additional p r o f i t s from trade around 
Cape Horn to San Francisco. 

During the early nineteenth century development of Salem's trade. Judge Joseph Story 
built and lived in the house at 26 Winter Street (#151). Elected to the General Court 
and later as Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives, Story was appointed 
to the Supreme Court by President James Madison. At his Salem house Judge Story 
entertained President Monroe in 1817 and General Lafayette in 1824. His son William 
Wetmore Story was a well-known poet and sculptor. ^ 

Another prominent resident of t h i s area was philanthropist George Peabody, son of Cap­
ta i n Joseph Peabody. Between 1834 and 1892 Peabody liv e d at 29 Washington Square North 
(#171) where he often entertained Longfellow, Aggasiz, and General McClellan. The 
house la t e r was used as headquarters for the Salem Club, an exclusive gentlemen's or­
ganization, and now serves as the Bertram Home for Aged Men. 

continued 
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Nathaniel Hawtljjdrne lived at 12 Mall Street (#176) where he wrote his f i r s t successful 
novel The Scarlett Letter. Also i n the d i s t r i c t i s the Essex I n s t i t u t e , already l i s t e d 
on the National Register. 

The great increase i n size which came i n the decade of the clipper ship, 1850-1860, 
and the coming of steam, brought Salem's maritime cycle abruptly to a close after the 
C i v i l War. Her landlocked harbor was too shallow to accommodate the large new ships, 
and as a re s u l t her commerce was rapidly absorbed by the deep-water ports of Boston 
and New York. Salem turned frsm the sea to manufacturing, and through the end of the 
nineteenth century the areas around the Salem Common were further developed. 

Today the Salem Common and the neighborhood around i t are well-preserved reminders of 
the c i t y ' s growth and periods of prosperity. The approximately nine acres of the 
Common i t s e l f were acquired by the Salem Park Department i n 1928. The center grandstand 
was b u i l t i n 1926, and the statue of Roger Conant was dedicated i n 1913. The statue 
was designed by Henry Kitson for the Conant Family Association to honor Salem's f i r s t 
leader and founder. 

In addition to i t s h i s t o r i c a l significance, the Salem Common Historic D i s t r i c t stands 
as a record of arc h i t e c t u r a l s t y l i s t i c development. Prom the fine work of Samuel Mc­
l n t i r e to the i n t r i c a t e Victorian d e t a i l crafted by anonymous builders, the structures 
i n the d i s t r i c t provide i n f i n i t e v a r i e t y . The area nevertheless achieves a certain con­
t i n u i t y through i t s outstanding a r c h i t e c t u r a l q u a l i t y , geographic cohesiveness, scale, 
and massing. The large concentration of essentially unaltered structures i n t h i s 
d i s t r i c t i s seldom found elsewhere. 

#10: 

an easterly d i r e c t i o n to include the property of #84 Washington Square East, returning 
across #10 and #12 Briggs Street and across the back l o t l i n e of #94 Washington Square 
East to the back l o t l i n e of properties on Andrews Street i n an easterly direction to 
Webb Street. At t h i s point run north to include a l l properties on the west side up to 
Spring Street and easterly on Spring Street to Pleasant Street to include a l l the 
properties on the south side. Go north on Pleasant Street to Parker Court to include 
properties on the west side of Pleasant and down Parker Court i n an easterly direction 
toward Bridge Street t o include the back l o t lines of #1 and #3 Winter Street. On 
Bridge Street at the corner of Winter Street, go west to include a l l properties on the 
south side of Saint Peter's Street. In a southerly d i r e c t i o n continue down Saint Peter's 
Street to include properties on the east side to Brown Street. Go east on Brown Street 
to #13 (the Armory), turning i n a southerly d i r e c t i o n onto Liberty Street to the point 
of beginning. 
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WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 

IF YES, NAME: 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
I F YES, NAME: 

YES NO 

ADAPTIVE U S E ; 

FUNCTION (S): (use -bcabulary words) 

Y E S y NO Saved ? YES NO 

then- »^^s..c^,r£i;2^-^.c:*^^^'^-^' p^i.^,<^b.^A^ a' 

now-

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_JVGRICULTURE 

)i>RCHITECTURE 

—ART 

^COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 
first YES 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

-EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

NO 

^ L A N D S C A P E ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

X L A w / G o v ' t / p o l l t l C S —SCIENCE 

5LLITERATURE 

—MILITARY 
—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 
^POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SOCIALyHUMANITARIAN 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER ISPECIFYI 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t 

- . h e a l t h 
recreation 

settlement 

soclo/cultural 

urban & commun 

planning 

" o l d e s t - ' YES NO **only'_» YES NO 



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: 

architect/m .builde r: 
1««H«. / . f f i ^ c ^ M ^ ^ engineer: 
landscap^garden designer: artist/artisan: 

interior decorator: builder/contractor: 

ETHNIC GROUP: ^ \ r . 

NAMES- ' ^ " ^ f ^ i ( J ^ ^ > J - ^ r i ^ , ^ . 
(label role ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ > r , ^ U . - t , c i a l T C f e S T S ^ V ^ ^ ^ . ^ : ^ ^ f ' ' ^ 

appropriate date) Frcv«l^ ^qAxi>wvc^ - S W C<xf^^^ 'Ci^a^hO)y/sr > ^ ^ ^ 

insti tutional^^^^^^^^^^"^^ >/^yj _yg^o^^^Pr^^^ 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century) : )/^^(^ ^ jCj^Q D A T E S ; 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: j ) - K ^ Y . ^ V S ^ ! ^ ^ C C T - ^ M A X O 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S) j " ^ ^ ^ ~ C D T V ^ ^ V U ^ "M-USwdPr ^JQ^/^ • 

S O U R C E . (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE STATE . LOCAL GOV"T ^'ITONICIPAL ) COUNTY 

OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY: 

A C R E A G E .'(to nearest tenth of an acre) c k O r ^ / i 

C O M M E N T S : (include architectural information here) 

^ : riA65 
S I G N I F I C A N C E . ( m a x i m u m two sentences) ^ ' - ^ / zO 



lONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET r 
10 

MUE as i t appears on federal register: 

HAI^/^ CdHndyJ /-y^y^id/c'Dysmci r ( | ) L q p ^ ^ N ^ ^ j ; j ^ ^ i ^ i ^ b e r ^ t , ^ ^ , , ^cV/ " ' c i t y / t o ^ y n  

(?) OWNER DPRiv̂ TE DSTATE DMUNICIPtL •COUNTt^/^ULTiP'ii • FEDtRAUagency 

fin) EXISTING SURVEYS DHABS OHAER GNHL fttflFUNDED? DYES DNO 

ESI STIR 

J C O N G R E S S . D I S T R I C T 

ŵiTHfii mm%i tttsrofitc lANomm 
)CONDITION • deteriorated 

^exce l l en t • r u i n s 
• good • unexposed 
• f a i r •unexcavated 

E^altered 
• unaltered 
• reconstructed 
• excavated 

r o r i g i n a l site 
! moved 

• u n k n o w n 

^features: gjOSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 

9GN0T INTACT-O 

jiDUNKNOWN-4 

^•NOT APPLICABLE-7 

c^'^BSTANTIAlt 

2 D NOT INTACT-O 
E 

l i iD UNKNOWN-5 

2 D NOT APPLICABLE-8 

SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-3 

INOT INTACT -O 

>aUNKN0WN-6 

5 D NOT APPLICABLE- 9 

- ^ A C C E S S D Y E S - R e s t r i c t e d ^1^^ |<^ES—Unrest r ic ted D N o A c c e s s (~] U n k n o w n 

|@) AREAS OF SIGNI^I^/EfjClffCE : ~ 
1 DARCHE0L0GY-prelijsti)ric-2 ^COMMERCE-6 

[ DARCIJ^LOGY-historic-1 • COMMUNICATIONS 

• Mrt(lCULTURE-3 • CONSERVATION - 8 

|̂ ^^ ;̂̂ RCHITECTURE-4 • ECONOMICS-9 

• ART-5 

i)ADAPTIVE USE OYES DNO 

^^^LITICS/GOVT.- 21 

O REllGION-22 

SAVED' D Y E S I S P R O P E R T Y A H I S T O R I C D I S T R I C T ? D y e s D n o 

• EDUCATION-10 

• ENGINEERING-n • LANDSCAPE ARCH.-15 

• ENTERTAINMENT-26 • L*tf-16 

• EXPLORATION-12 ĴQl-ITERATURE - U 

• HEALTH-27 • MILITARY-18 

• INDUSTRY-13 • MUSIC- 19 

• INVENTION -14 • PHILOSOPHY 

• RECREATION -28 

• SETTLEMENT-29 

• SCIENCE- 23 • URBAN PLANNING-31 
• SOCIAL/HUMANlTARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIfY) 

• SOĈIAL / CULTURAL-30 _ 
TTTRANTPORTATION - 25 

C L A I M S , expla in 
f i r s t ' D 

' oldest' D 

•only' • 

^ f u n c t i o n s y/L/^:f /PLtr c>5£5 
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 

CURRENTLY: 

^ d a t e s of initial construction: ^ 0 - - / f t f ^ -
major alterations: 
historic events: 

E T H N I C G R O U P 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

)architectural style(s):^g)^;/72^5 OF /e>Hi~fifH)C »,ar« ^ imasti jtengineer: 

• ^ l andscape archi tect / garden designer: ^ i n t e r i o r decorator: ^ a r t i s t : p a r t i s a n : ^bu i lde r / con t r ac to r : 

1 ^ N A M E S give role & date 

1 INSTITUTIONAL: 

^NATIONAL REGISTER W R I T E - U P ' 

yit:!>m>fL7f\ b-^fS^ ^^^^k^/- ^^ir^yf=i^ ^^-^^^'^ G W ^ / - ^ ^ Jyhd 

rrs i n i t i a l s _ ^ Aa\e/jy2^I^L- I I F A D D I T I O N A L S P A C E N E E D E D . N U M BER «. P U T O N R E V E R S E I 



\ 


