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The Demarest House is a 2% story brownstone structure built in the form of an irregular 
H possessing Gothic Revival characteristics typical of the third quarter of the 19th 
century.

The front portion of the house is a rectangular 3 bay elevation with an intersecting 
center gable and bay which projects two feet beyond the main facade. A one story 
glassed-in porch with heavy wooden corner piers, circa 1910, further extends this 
center projecting bay.

The rectangular rear section is parallel with the front section and joined by a 
connecting portion whose roof is at right angles to and ridge level with those of the 
other two. A recess on the left side of the building is filled in with a one-story 
wooden porch, possibly original to the house.

The walls of the Demarest House are brownstone, ashlar, seam-faced, with dressed 
brownstone quoins at all of the corners. The foundation, about two feet high is also 
brownstone ashlar with a beveled water table of dressed brownstone, flush with the 
ashlar walls. All window and door sills are dressed brownstone.

The front entrance porch has an arch within the gable, a stone floor, foundation and 
steps of dressed brownstone. The corner wood piers are right angles, chamfered at the 
edges, and the glass enclosure is undoubtedly later than the house. The side porch 
is three narrow bays in width, with two slender, chamfered wood posts, wood railing 
with straight balusters, and railings flanking the steps at the center bay, leading to 
'.grade. Porch and steps are wood.

There are five husky, rectangular shaped brick chimneys, two each on the main ridges 
and one on the connecting ridge. All are interior chimneys and have a stepped-back 
shaft between a high base member and a corbelled brick capping.

The main cornice is entirely of wood, strongly projected and supported by evenly-spaced 
band-sawed brackets which are received by a large board with moulded bottom, against 
the stone wall. All exterior woodwork is painted dark brown.

Most of the windows on the front and side elevations are narrow and coupled within 
their own stone trim. The first floor has flat lintels and one over two double hung 
sash. All sash are wood. The second floor has semi-circular lintels over each of the 
twin, one over one double-hung sash windows. However, on the front elevation, flanking 
the center break, and axed over the pair of sash on the first floor is a single, two 
over two sash dormer, breaking through the main cornice, with its own gabled roof and 
supported on a shallow stone shelf with stone brackets. At the rear, two single win­ 
dows with two over four double hung sash flank the kitchen entry. The second floor 
windows across the rear and one over the side porch have two over two double-hung 
sash.

The roof is slate with intermittent double rows of rectangular 'and scalloped slating. 
Indications are that the slate roof was added when the small one-story front porch 
was completed, circa 1910.
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The Demarest House Is a good example of a Gothic Victorian house built in the third 
quarter of the 19th century; probably from a pattern housing book which was typical 
of the period. The house, which not spectacular and was probably done by a master 
builder and not by an architect, nonetheless, embodies the character of a well- 
crafted suburban mid-19th century upper-middle class residence.

While there are other similar Victorian structures in New Brunswick, this is one of 
the few which is constructed of ashlar stone. In addition, the building has re­ 
tained most of its original exterior appearance and still exhibits some of its land­ 
scaped setting. The building's interior also possesses numerous decorative motifs 
representative of the third quarter of the 19th century.

Education

The Demarest House was the home of the much-beloved President of Rutgers College 
(1906-24) and Rutgers Theological Seminary (1924-34) William H. S. Demarest (1863- 
1956) from about 1906 until his death.

Dr. Demarest was a member of the Rutgers College Class of 1883 and was the only 
graduate of the College to ever have served as its President, serving in that post 
from 1906 until 1924. He has been described as being the "personification of the 
old Rutgers" by University Historian, Richard P. McCormick. Four generations of 
his ancestors had been Trustees; his father was a member of the Class of 1837. It 
was Demarest's belief that the College had to build on the historic foundation of 
its colonial heritage. At the same time, he expected the State of New Jersey to 
support the college in its' contractual relation with its land-grant college. 
Nevertheless, it was Demarest f s belief that this relationship should in no way 
interfere with the College's primary emphasis on classical studies.

During Demarest's administration, the College's admissions system was overhauled. 
Beginning in 1908, admission requirements began to be defined in terms of "units" 
rather than in terms of detailed bodies of subject matter.

Likewise, the curriculum was extensively revised. A general science course was 
introduced which permitted students to pursue a liberal education without a back­ 
ground in either Latin or Greek. In 1916, the elective system was modified to 
permit a major in the junior and senior years.
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The front section of the building has a central hall and a stairway with a heavy 
balustrade starting from a turned newel post, with turned balusters and heavy molded 
railing running to the second floor. The rear of the ball opens to the side porch 
of the perpendicular connecting wing. The east room is the library; the west room 
the living room. A door in the living room opens to the dining room which is the 
connecting link of the house. In the rear section of the house is the kitchen, 
pantry, and stairway to the cellar. The rooms on the'second floor are primarily bed­ 
rooms; for the owners in the front and the servants in the rear.

The floors are narrow stripped hard-wood throughout. Walls are all plastered and 
papered and the trim is heavy with stepped back facets and molded back-band. The 
baseboard is also heavy with one step back and a heavy molding. Beneath the window 
sills are wood panels. The principal rooms have run-plaster cornices. Most of the 
major fireplaces are still evident having white marble mantelpieces with circle- 
headed opening and iron frames, shape marble shelves, central molded key blocks, 
and marble hearths.

The Demarest House is currently the Graduate Women's Residence of Rutgers University 
and is well maintained.

Flanked on the north by George Street on the west by Seminary Place and on the South 
and east by modern educational facilities, the property has retained enough acreage 
to still project the sense of a 19th century suburban house setting.
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There was a great deal of construction during his tenure. The new buildings included 
Engineering, Chemistry, Ceramics and the Ford Dormitory at the old College. At the 
Agricultural School, there were Agricultural, Horticultural, Poultry, Husbandry and the 
Short Course Buildings. Also acquired was the old college field where the first inter­ 
collegiate football game had been played between Rutgers and Princeton in 1869.

The New Jersey College for Women (present-day Douglass College) was founded during his 
presidency. As part of the general women's suffrage movement in New Jersey, there was 
a drive for the establishment of a woman's college. Demarest was not in favor of 
coeducation at Rutgers College, but he did support the establishment of the separate 
women's college in 1918.

Demarest retired from the presidency of Rutgers in 1924. He authored "A History of 
Rutgers College" in that year. For the next ten years, he served as president of 
the New Brunswick Theological Seminary. Demarest died in 1956. Throughout those 
years, he was a familiar figure on campus, affectionately referred to as "Demy".

The Demarest House has served as home of the Partisan Review, the Graduate Women's 
Residence, and the Rutgers Religious Ministry in the intervening years since Demarest's 
death.
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Addendum

DEMAREST HOUSE
Middlesex County
New Brunswick, New Jersey

Further documentation of the Demarest House has disclosed a 
letter written to a C. Graham of Jersey City in 1866 by George Hammel 
Cook making queries into the feasibility of erecting a new residence. 
As the letter clearly establishes Cook as the original owner and also 
clarifies other matters of construction it is herein appended:

"C. Graham, Esquire 
Dear Sir,

Are you still in Jersy City and engaged in your pro­ 
fession? I could not find you last night. I have sold 
out my place and am trying to get a design for another 
house, which I want to build. It may be of Trenton or 
Connecticut stone, - undressed: if within my means - 
The plan I propose is like this:

(lot-120 X 200)

and to have the house only high enough to get the full 
size of chambers in the second story which perhaps can 
be done with a slate roof, and a height of a story and 
a half.

I want the house to be entirely plain, on account 
of cheapness, - and to depend for its character on the 
projecting eaves, - and bold feature.

The front is open to the river and the bridge and 
the other side is towards the street, looks towards the 
Theological Seminary.

What is your charge for a design for this, without 
any details or working drawing - which of course can only
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be needed if [?] the design is approved? - An early answer 
is desired, - and possibly you would like to see the 
location.

Yours truly,

George Hammel Cook"

It has not been yet determined as to whether Graham, apparently 
an architect, designed the building as Cook stipulated, but the 
present edifice does closely follow Cook's proposals.

Agriculture

The letter documents the Demarest House as being originally the 
home of George Hammel Cook. Although he apparently lived here only 
a few years, this is his only known extant dwelling.

Born on a Morris County farm in 1818, Dr. Cook was graduated 
from Rensselaer Polytechnic Instutute and became professor of 
chemistry and natural science of Rutgers College in 1853. He was 
appointed assistant state geologist in 1854, but he kept his college 
job. As a geologist, he focused attention on the state's huge stores 
of natural clay; New Jersey's noted ceramics industry owes much to 
him.

When federal funds became available under the Morrill Land Grant 
Act of 1862, Dr. Cook helped secure a portion of those funds for 
Rutgers, changing forever the course of the school's history. He was 
by then vice president of Rutgers, a full-time professor and the state 
geologist, but the State Legislature chose him to head the new college 
program. He gave agriculture lectures and heard farmers' problems in 
all 21 counties from High Point to Cape May, thus inaugurating the 
extension program now vital in all agricultural colleges.

His delight was the college farm, purchased in 1864. Run-down 
acres gave him a chance to prove his theories. Within 10 years, the 
once-worthless land was blooming. Dr. Cook urged in 1874 that the 
farm become "an agricultural experiment station." At the time there 
was no such thing in the world, and legilators "fairly laughed at 
the idea." It was not until six years later, in 1880, that a sum, 
"not to exceed $5,000", was voted for his program. By then both 
Connecticut and North Carolina had adopted Dr. Cook's idea.
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State legislators, as might be expected, selected Dr. Cook to 
direct the station. He agreed, but only if his director's salary 
was deducted from his pay as state geologist I Dr. Cook led the 
experiment station into soil research, making Rutgers a continuing 
leader in that field. The soil studies also led directly to the 
discovery of streptomycin years later.

Shortly before his death, Dr. Cook completed a series of 20 
topographical, geological and relief maps of New Jersey. They 
were adopted as models by the U.S. Geological Survey.

Dr. Cook never retired, and his works continued after his death 
in 1889. His college of Agriculture, his Experiment Station and 
the state geological department went on as before under men he had 
carefully selected and trained to carry on the tasks he had once 
performed.


