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Completed in 1836, this substaniial structure was built of limestone
quarried on the riﬁerbanks nearby, The outer walls were two and a half feet

thick. The beams, “flooring and window sills were fashioned of hand hggn
timber and fitted together with wooden pegs. Some interior gartltions were
formed by placlng ‘smaller supports between the beams and them packing mud
over a framework of willow branches. The ceilings were similarily made by
bridging beams with lath of rushes and grass woven by Sioux women and them
plastered with mud.

Large for its time, the house had two stories, an attic, and a celler.

the second floor. An outside stairway was consirictedssé that the Indiand
could find shelter by ‘day or by night on the topmost floor of ithe house. At
farst all the cooking was done in the basement, where a stone fireplace and
heavy hooks for hanging meat may still by seen. The large fromt foom on the
first floor originally served as Sibley's office and trading quadbters.

After Sibley's marrigge several changes were mafle in the house. A small
wing was added to the east side of the house for an office, and the fromt
room was converted into a parlor. About this time a new section was added to
the rear to provide a kitchen, dining room, and two additional ‘bedrooms.

" Today the front room contains furnishings which once belonged to Mrs.
Sibley amdwell as other items representative of the period. In the central
room on the first floor a section of the wail has been exposed to show its
construction of willow branches and mud., On the first floor are a dining room
where the Sibley's oval table and china may be seen, as well as the kitchen
restored to the iime when Mrs. Sibley had it added to the homme. The office
addition contains a walnut desk which Sibley used for twenty-four years as
president of the Sti Paul Gas and Light Company, as well as other mementoes
of his lifee.

Three rooms on the second floor are furnished as bedrooms, and Sibley's
guns, a portrait of his favorite dog, and other items are displayed in the aty
attic. The stone icehouse and the smokehouse have also been restored. The
washhouse was rebuilt and enlarged as a home for the carethker.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

From 1836 to 1862 the Sibley house was the residende of ﬂéﬁf;'ﬁastings
Sibley, fur trader, member of the constitutional convention, delagate to
Congress, civic leader, and first governo of ihe state. When it was con-
structed the house merved as a ‘center of hospitality in an unsettled wild-
erness; later, as the region developed, it was the governor's mansien.

~ The cultured and well educated son ¢F a piocneer Michigan judge, Sibley
was a bachelor of twenty-three when he arrived at the mouth of the St. Peter!|
(now the Minnesota) River to take charge of the American Fur Company's
operations in an area larger than the present state. The young bachelor
spent his infrequent leisure time hunting with the Indiens, who came to
know and respect him, or entertaining visitors. After Sibley married Sarah
Jane Steele in (1843, the bachelor abode was transformed into a fashionable
femily dwelling. The house Wecame the center of family life and hareenimse
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Sibley.

When Alexander Ramsey arriwed in May, 1849, %0 %ake up his duties as the
first governor of Minnesota Terkitory he and his family were guests at the
Sibley house and from it on June 1 Ramsey issued the proclamation. declaring
the territory officially organized.

Sibley was soon called upon to serve the. people #f. the fast developing
region. He L ecame the territory's first Congressional representative in
1849, an influential member of the convention that framed the state con-

titution in 1857, and the first governor of the state in 1858. In 1862
e was named commander of the volumteer forces in the Sioux war. In the
ame year he moved his family to St. Paul.

The house was soon sold to the Catholic Church and from 1867 to 1878
he 8isters of St. Joseph conducted a parochial school there. In the 1880's
he house was the hdadquatters for a summer art school. After.that it served

a warehouse and finally was abandeoned. "

The house was rescued by the St. Paul chapter of the RAR, a group long
interested in preserving it as a historic site. It was re_sj,o:nd and opened
to the public in June of 1910.
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