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The Miguel Parra Adobe is a single story building constructed of sun-dried adobe
bricks, and measuring approximately 18 by 40 feet. Built around 1841, the building
exemplifies adobe residential styling and construction representative of the Mexican
Era in California. Situated above the floodplain on a low rise a short distance
north of San Juan Creek, this was one of the ranch adobes upvalley from the mission
settlement at San Juan Capistrano. The original property has been reduced in size
to .18 acre. Modern residential development is now occuring on the valley floor
below the adobe. The south side of the building overloocks the valley of San Juan
Creek, while the north (front) side faces the present Ortega Highway, which follows
the early Spanish and Mexican route of travel up the valley. A number of trees
obscure the front of the building from the highway. The entire property has been
surrounded by chain link fencing to protect the building from vandalism.

The front of the building is symmetrical, with a central doorway, flanked by two
windows. The windows and door are framed in wood set in the thick adobe walls.
These openings have pedimented architraves, showing Classical Revival elements of
style,brought into the area through contact with Yankee traders in this coastal
area. The doorway is recessed with 12 small side lights, and the windows are six
over six pegged sash with pegged shutters (now removed). A doorway is centrally
located in the south side, and another entrance appears in the west wall. The
building was formerly plastered with thick mud, with a coating of lime plaster over
the mud. Pieces of this covering still remain intact on the front of the building.

Structurally, the building has experé@ﬁced some settling and cracking. The adobe
walls are deteriorating. The building has been tied laterally with four metal
rods, and a fifth rod runs the length of the building. The south wall is shored up
in one place for temporary stabilization. Windows and doors have been boarded up
to protect the building from vandalism.

The major change in the building has been the addition of a modern metal low gabled
roof to protect the building. The actual configuration of the original roof is

not known at the present time, although adobes of similar age built in the village
of San Juan Capistrano do possess low gabled roofs. Aside from the modern roof,
the Parra adobe remains the least altered of all of Orange County's adobes, and has
an exdeptionally high percentage of its original fabric intact.

The Parra Adobe has been acquired by the City of San Juan Capistrano. The City has
undertaken the restoration of the building for use as an Indian Cultural Center.
Details of the original appearance are being painstakingly reconstructed by a
professional restoration architect. The goal is an historically accurate restorationj
intrusions will be removed and alterations will be reversed in the restoration
process. As the building hzgiﬁentatively awarded a restoration grant under the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, restoration work will be executed

according to the Secretary of the Interior's standards.

lHarold Kirker, California's Architectural Frontier, Henry E. Huntington Library
and Art Gallery, San Marino, California. 1960. pp. 16-18.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Miguel Parra Adobe, located one mile east of Mission San Juan Capistrano,
is a structure of unknown origin.

Evidence suggests that it was built in the 1840's when land in San Juan

Capistrano was distributed for the first time to settlers.’ Documents describe

the process of land distribution in 1841, noting that land in the eastern river

valley was given to Indians.2 Because this adobe is located in the eastern valley
near San Juan Creek, and because Miguel Parra was an Indian known to have lived in the
adobe prior to 1880 (and is in fact listed as a property owner in the 1850 Los Angeles
County taxxrolls)B, it is reasonable to assume that he was probably the first occupant.

Experts who have examined the structure tend to confirm the date. C. E. Roberts, who
examined the building in 1936 and later published a report on Orange County adobes,
believed it to be Mexican per:i.od.l+ John Volz, an architect with the National Trust
for Historic Preservation, agreed that the hardware and construction details appeared
to be mid-19th century.> Harriet Watson, a restoration architect currently hired

to do architectural plans for restoring the building, agrees with the date.

There are, however, some unanswered questions. Traces of a stairway appear along

the interior of the east wall, yet there is no second story. Iron bars cover the

windows, indicating its use at some point in time as a jail or storage area. One

expert (Dr. Frank Fenenga of California State University, Long Beach) believes the
building may be a Mission Period barracks for agricultural workers.

The adobe was owned by an American settler, Frank Riverin, in 1883,7 and appears
to have been a shelter for several families from 1887 to 1910 when its ownership
is unknown. Residents during thés period used the adobe as a temporary home until
a permanent home could be built.

In 1917 it was sold by Claude Congdon to John Harrison® ; in 1978 it was donated
to the City of San Juan Capistrano.

The adobe is significant locally in that it represents the earliest style of farmhouse
in a collection of farmhouses along State Highway 74. It has county-wide significance
in that it is the least-altered of the adobes remaining in Orange County. The building
is an excellent example of its type, period and method of construction. It is a
minimally altered example of a Mexican Era adobe in California, constructed in the
decade prior to statehood. The utilization of pedimented window and door surrounds
also show evidence of early American contact, as'Yankee'elements of Classical styling
began to be integrated into adobe construction along the California coast in the
1830's and 1840's when trade by sea was established with the Hew England states.
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