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d e t a i l , a t t i c : o r i g i n a l r a f t e r 
cut o f f , new p o r t i o n of t i e beam 
added 

d e t a i l , suicmer beam and p r i c k p o s t , 
southwest room 

Address 3 Manat au 2 T r a i l 

Historic Kame K a r r i s Farm 

3 6 : 6 s o u t h w e s t r o o m 

3 6 : 1 2 w e s t f a c a d e 

3 6 : 1 3 s o u t h f a c a d e 

Sketch Hap: : 

/ 
-rcu-t-

Use: Present R e s i d e n c e 

Original R e s i d e n c e 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c a . 1 7 2 0 - 1 730 

Source 

Style 

V i s u a l a n a l v s i s 
F i r s t P e r i o d c o r e , Secona r e r i o 
v e r n a c u l a r f i n i s h e s 

Architect U n k n o w n 

Exterior Wall Fabric 

O u t b u i l d i n g s None 

C l a i : b o a r d s 

Major Alterations (with dates) Rocf rai-e..: 
1 8 t h c . ; g a r a g e c o n v e r t e d t c l i v i n g 

s p a c e , c a . 1950 

Cond i t i on ;cod 

Moved N o Date N / A 

Acreace less tnan cne acre 

S e t t i n g N a r r o w l a n e amid 

wood f r a m e h o u s e s o f ~ i x e d l a t e 1 9 t h 

and 2 0 t h c e n t u r v c o n s t r u c t i o n dates 

j'TM REFERENCE _ 

QUADRAKGLE 

19 / 346-420 / 4707-610 
Recorded by Anne G r a d v 

Karblehead K o r t h (now Salem) O r g a n i z a t i o n B o s t o n U n i v e r s i t y 

1:25,000 Date May 19S6 
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Property Na:ne: Harr is Farm 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The H a r r i s Farm House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, m a t e r i a l s 
and workmanship i n i t s l a t e F i r s t Period frame which embodies 
d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of form and c o n s t r u c t i o n under C r i t e r i o n 
C. The decoration of the frame i n only the more formal rooms of the 
house i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of a l a r g e r number of l a t e F i r s t Period 
b u i l d i n g s . The three-bay plan represents the rare s u r v i v a l of an 
a t y p i c a l plan from the l a t e F i r s t Period, and the p a i r e d transverse 
summer beams are an i l l u s t r a t i o n of a r e g i o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the 
Salem area. The s i x f o o t l e n g t h of the c a n t i l e v e r of the t i e beam of 
the o r i g i n a l lean-to i s a m a n i f e s t a t i o n of i n t e g r a l lean-to framing of 
an extreme form. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The H a r r i s Farm House i s three bays wide, 1 1/2 s t o r i e s high, and two 
rooms deep. There i s a wing to the l e f t rear composed of 19th century 
sheds converted t o l i v i n g space i n the 1950's. On the r i g h t side i s a 
recent screened porch. O r i g i n a l l y , the house was one room deep w i t h 
an i n t e g r a l l ean-to. The roof was r a i s e d , and r e b u i l t w i t h the ridge 
on the center axis i n the eighteenth century. Window t r i m on the 
clapboarded e x t e r i o r i s Federal vernacular i n s t y l e , w h i l e the doorway 
i s a recent replacement i n a C o l o n i a l s t y l e . A s i n g l e chimney i s on 
the center l e f t of the r i d g e . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

F i r s t Period features i n the form of an exposed, quirk-beaded frame 
are seen i n the f r o n t rooms and lobby of t h i s unusual 4-bay-plan 
house. There are p a i r e d transverse summer beams i n the south room, 
supported by s t o r y posts at the south w a l l . Quirk beading i s found on 
the easternmost post and beam, but only on the east side of the 
westernmost beam and not at a l l on the post supporting i t . (The 
absence of quirked beading fcn c e r t a i n of the framing members might 
i n d i c a t e presence of a chimney i n the end bay o r i g i n a l l y , or might 
have been a r b i t r a r y . ) Posts and beams i n the lobby u p s t a i r s h a l l and 
south chamber, where exposed, are quirk-beaded. I n the rear room of 
the house, the summer beams and posts are exposed, but p l a i n l y 
f i n i s h e d . I n the a t t i c , r a f t e r s of the o r i g i n a l roof remaining i n the 
endwalls i n d i c a t e t h a t i n i t i a l l y the house had a p r i n c i p a l 
rafter/common p u r l i n roof w i t h i n t e g r a l l e a n - t c . When the r o c f was 
r a i s e d , the intermediate r e f t e r s of the lean-to were turned over and 
reused i n the new r o o f . Apparently i n the o r i g i n a l framing system, 
r a f t e r s of the i n t e g r a l l e a n - t o were borne on t i e beams c a n t i l e v e r e d 
out s i x f e e t from s u p p o r t i n g posts. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at bottom 
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LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The house r e t a i n s simple t r i m of the Federal Period, i n c l u d i n g two 
mantelpieces w i t h broad f r i e z e s . 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

While the property on which the house s i t s was owned by the Ha r r i s 
Family by 1667, the house, on the basis of s t y l e , seems to have been 
constructed c. 1720 - 1730. The property remained i n the hands of 
the H a r r i s f a m i l y through the l a t e 19th century. 

REFERENCES 

Samuel Roads. Marblehead H i s t o r y . 

The H i s t o r v and T r a d i t i o n s of Marblehead. 3rd ed. Marblehead: N.A. 
Lindsey, 1897. 

Plan of the H a r r i s Estate, Marblehead. Charles A. Putnam, C.E., 
A p r i l 1887. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at bottom 
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NRIS Reference Number: 90000241 

Harris Farm 
Property Name 

Date L i s t e d : 03/09/90 

Essex 
County 

MA 
State 

F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
Multiple Name 

This property i s l i s t e d i n the National Register of Hist o r i c 
Places i n accordance with the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service c e r t i f i c a t i o n included 
in the nomination documentation. 

Date of Action 

Amended Items i n Nomination: 

Geographical Data; VBD 

The i l l e g i b l e scale on the sketch map should read 1 l/8"=100'. 

This i n f o r m a t i o n was confirmed by Ann T a i t , MASHPO, by telephone, 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment) 
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Please refer to the map in the 
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