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Photos
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36 :4 detail, attic: original rafter .
cut off, new portion of tie beam Address 3 Manat au 2 Trail
added . .
Historic Kare Karris Farm
36:5 detail, suicmer beam and prick post,
sout hwest room
366 southwest room Ue Present Residence
36:12 west facade Original Residence
DESCRIPTION

36:13 south facade
Date ca. 1720-1 730

Source  Visual analvsis
First Period core, Secona rerio

Style  vernacular finishes
Architect Unknown
Sketch Hep: _ _
Exterior Wdl Fabric Clai: boards
Outbuildings None
Magor Alterations (with dates) Rocf rai-e..:
18th c.; garage converted tc living
space, ca. 1950
Condition :cod
-rcu-t-
/
Momad No Date N/A
Acreace less tnan cne acre
Setting Narrow lane amid
wood frame houses of ~ixed late 19th
and 20th centurv construction dates
jTM REFERENCE _ 19/ 346-420 / 4707-610 Recorded by Anne Gradv
QUADRAKGLE Karblehead Korth (now Salem) Organization Boston University

1:25,000 Date May 19S6
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued bel ow

SI GNI FI CANCE

The Harris Farm House retains integrity of location, design, materials
and wor kmanship in itslate First Period frame which enbodies
distinctive characteristicsof form and construction under Criterion
C The decoration of the frame in only the nore formal rooms of the
house is representative of a larger nunber of late First Period
buildings. The three-bay plan represents the rare survival of an
atypical plan from the late First Period, and the paired transverse
summer beans are an illustration of a regional characteristicof the
Salem area. The six foot length of the cantilever of the ti e beam of
the original lean-to is a manifestation of integral lean-to framng of
an extreme form

EXTER OR DESCRI PTI ON

The Harris Farm House i s three bays wide, 1 1/2 stories high, and two
roons deep. There is a wing to the left rear conposed of 19th century
sheds converted to living space in the 1950's. G the right side is a
recent screened porch. Originally, the house was one room deep with
an integral lean-to. The roof was raised, and rebuilt with the ridge
on the center axis in the eighteenth century. Wndow trim on the
clapboarded exterior i s Federal vernacular in style, while the doorway
is a recent replacement in a Colonial style. A single chimey is on
the center left of the ridge.

MAJCR FI RST PER (D FEATURES
First Period features in the form of an exposed, quirk-beaded frame

are seen in the front rooms and |obby of this unusual 4-bay-plan
house. There are paired transverse sunmmer beans in the south room

supported by story posts at the south wall. Quirk beading is found on
the easternmost post and beam but only on the east side of the
west ernmost beam and not at al | on the post supporting it. (The

absence of quirked beading fcn certain of the framng nenbers m ght
indicate presence of a chimey in the end bay originally, or mght

have been arbitrary.) Posts and beans in the |obby upstairs hall and
south chanmber, where exposed, are quirk-beaded. In the rear room of
the house, the sunmmer beans and posts are exposed, but plainly
finished. In the attic, rafters of the original roof remaining in the

endwal I's indicate that initially the house had a principal
rafter/common purlin roof with integral lean-tc. Wen the rocf was
raised, the intermediate refters of the lean-to were turned over and
reused in the new roof. Apparently in the original framng system
rafters of the integral |ean-to were borne on tie beans cantilevered
out six feet from supporting posts

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

The house retains simple trim of t heFederal Period, including two
mant el pieces with broad friezes.

H STORI CAL | NFCRVATI ON

While theproperty on which t hehouse sits was owned by t heHarris
Fam |y by 1667, t hehouse, on thebasis of style, seens t ohave been
constructed c. 1720 - 1730. The property remained i nt hehands of
the Harris famly through thelate 19th century.

REFERENCES
Samuel Roads. Marbl ehead History.

The Historv and Traditions of Marbl ehead. 3rded. Marbl ehead: NA
Lindsey, 1897.

Plan of theHarris Estate, Marhlehead. Charles A Putnam CE,
April 1887.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI S Reference Number: 90000241 Date Listed: 03/09/90
Harris Farm Essex MA
Property Nane County State

First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR
Mul tiple Nane

This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i n accordance with theattached nom nation documentation
subject tothefollowi ng exceptions, exclusions, or amendnents,
notwi thstanding theNational Park Service certification included
in thenom nation documentation.

Date of Action

Arended Items i n Nom nation:

Geographical Data; VBD
The illegible scale onthesketch map should read 1 |/8"=100".
This information was confirmed by AnnTait, MASHQ by telephone,

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (without nom nation attachment)
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281



