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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Louis B, Rinehart T s two^story Stone House Hotel, constructed of locally- 
-5 r̂^i5J^ sa.nds. tone in 1872 ? eR.i tomi zes stone architecture dating from 
ttle early Peri°d of settlement in Eastern Oregon, Rectangular in plan, 
it measures approximately 26 by 40 feet. It has a sliallowhipped roof 
with overhanging eaves. The caps of three interior brick flues have been 
modified. A covered outside stairway is intact on the north face,

The main facade, facing west, has the formal, tripartite organization 
typical of the one and two~story commercial buildings in Oregon's frontier 
towns built after 1860. As did many of the brick stores and banks in 
Southern Oregon gold towns such as Jacksonville and Waldo, for example, 
the Stone House has three larger openings on the ground story which are 
finished with round arch heads in imitation of the Italianate mode. Openr- 
ings in the second story have flat arch heads, Window types are double^ 
hung sash. Sills are wooden. m

Originally, the main facade was served by a porch with deck to which 
access was given from a door in the second story center bay,
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OLD STONE HOUSE

2. Location

The Old Stone House is located in Sec. 29, T. 18 S., 
R. 45 E., of the Willamette Meridian, in Malheur County, Oregon,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The large ? two^story stone building erected by Louis B, Rinehart in 
1872 was opened for hotel use on New Yearns Day, 1873. It was the 
first permanent structure and nucleus of the settlement which would be 
known as "Stone House" until it was officially designated Vale, the 
county seat of Malheur County, in 1887,

Beginning in 1883, and intermittently through the decade, "Stone House 
Hotel," as it was called, also served as a store and post office. In 
this period it was under the management of Henry C. Murray, Rinehart ? s 
brother-in-law, and a variety of associates and successors,

The Stone House is believed the oldest building standing in north 
Malheur County today. Among eventful years in its history was 1878, the 
time of the Bannocb-Paiute uprising during which the Stone House was an 
area^wide refuge for settlers.

The historic Oregon Trail, most heavily used by emigrants between 1843 
and 1859, established the route of travel through north Malheur County 
from Fort Boise on the east side of the Snake River in present-day Idaho 
northwesterly across alkali flats toward the Blue Mountains. Because 
the Stone House was sited on the course of this trail, near hot springs 
used by emigrants as a camping spot and a natural fording place on the 
Malheur River as well, the building naturally evolved as a way station 
when later stage and wagon roads between Boise and Eastern Oregon points 
intersected at this location.

Now commonly known as "The Old Stone House," the property is the subject 
of a current proposal by the City of Vale and Malheur County to the 
National Park Service to be designated a National Historic Site under 
the theme of the Oregon Trail, The proposal, adopted by the Vale City 
Council in August, 1970, presents the Old Stone House as an historical 
feature within a larger planned recreation and exposition development. 
Under this proposal, the building would house exhibits treating the 
history of the town and the broad historical implications of the Oregon 
Trail,



Gregg, Jacob Ray, Pioneer Days in Malheur County (Los Angeles: Lorin T.
Morrison, 1950), 108-109; 303^307,

"Proposed Oregon Trail National Historic Site Development, Vale, Oregon." 
Report approved by the Vale City Council August, 1970.
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