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The John G. Wenke home has served one family since its construction in 
1906. The structure implies Romanesque Revival style on a small scale. This 
one story house uses a polychrome cut stone for its facing, foundation, and 
various embellishments. Round arched openings^appear on all but two rear 
windows. The use of cut stone as radiating voussoirs, key stones, quoins and 
lugsills enhances the beauty and craftsmanship of the home, Also, bands of 
stringcourse spring from the impost of tha arches and the lugsills.

A truncated hip roof displays ventilated gable dormers with two on the 
front and sides and one to the rear. Another exterior feature is an open 
porch that rests on a brick foundation as does four unfluted Doric columns. 
These wood columns appear at the corners and flank the entrance. The main 
door has side panels and transom with a multipaneled surface.

A one story lattice-worked addition appears at the rear of the house. 
Also to the rear but separate from the main house is a one story cut stone 
storage building. Surrounding the property is a cut stone wall with a 
wrought iron fence embedded in the top. The structure has had a few alter­ 
ations or modernizations.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The John G. Wenke home is among the few cut stone houses remaining in 
South Dakota. Although this material was more popular for commercial buildings, 
several stone homes existed in the late 1890's and early 1900's. The use of 
rock enhances the importance of this site because it is an indigenous material 
which gives the structure an important link to its environment. Along with 
this, the home shows a provincial adaptation of the Romanesque Revival style.

John G. Wenke was among the people who came to the Black Hills during 
the gold rush, arriving in 1877. His interests were not in mining but the 
hardware business. He opened stores in Deadwood, Central City and Sturgis. 
Wenke moved to Sturgis in 1884 and ran his business until 1889. At this time 
he became involved in ranching and real estate, but he returned to the hard­ 
ware business in 1902 and opened a new store in Sturgis. Wenke was a prominent 
citizen in the city and his home remains a monument to his success.
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