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Historic Nare Robert Bacon House

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5". black and

*«hite) Indicate address of U Present dwelling
property on back of photo.
Staple to left side of form. Origina _  dwelling
DESCRPTION
Date circa 1830

Source architect's sketches, other
surviving construction aocumenxs
Style Federal/Greek Revival

Architect John Kutts of Boston
Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location ) ) )
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wal Fabric clapboard, brick en

Outbuildings 2 /N C - Garages

Major Alterations (with dates) deck

balustrade, c. 1900

Condition excellent
Moved no Dae
Acreage .80 acre /7- O0Q0!

Setting Suburban residential along

north eastern shore of Upper Mystic
Lake, v.'h"‘re Aberjona mver empties
/| - -LOO into the Mystic Lake.
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NATI NN REG STER GRHER A STATENENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Robert Bacon House i sinmportant as a rare survivinglocal, exanple =
of a high style residence which exemplifies thetransition fromthe
Federal t othe Geek Revival strle. The Bacon House i sfurther significant
as thework of John Kutts, a well-knc/m Boston builder-architect of
the early nineteenth century; thearchitect'sdrawings & plans as viell as :
bills and contracts related totheconstruction survive, providing
valuable insights into building practices of theperiod.

In add|t|onthe Bacon houFe i snotable for i tsassocjation v/ith
be Bacon, pros rous mil The Ba”*on House therefore neets

C|t la E nd t|nI"R|t £ Histor]
ARCH TECTURAL (%I ON\CE Descrl%e (l)rrgortaﬁfg asrcﬁ{te(gturalsfgatucres ang eval uat e |nterrrs ol
other buildingswthin the commnity. A
The Bacon House (c.1830) i san important and rare local exanple of
the Transitional Federal -Greek Revival node. |t i sWnchester's only
high-style exanple of this type, and i sfurther signifcant becausei t
can be attributed tothebuilder-architect John Kutts of Boston, and
because | “ecarpenter's bill and plasterer's contract as wel | asthe
architects original draw ngs survive.
John Kutts v/as a Boston builder-architect, an active contenporary
of Edward Shaw, Gridley Bryant, Richard Bond and Aim B Young. All are
listed as architectsi nthe Boston directories of thetime, indicating
a prospering profession. John Kutts i salso known as one of t he unsuccess-
ful competitors i nthecompetitions for theAlbany city hall andfor

Grard College. I nadditionthehouse on Beacon Hill at 7" Pinckney .-
Street i sknown t o have been designed by Kutts, and built by Weks & i A
HSTGRCAL SGQVH CANE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and howthe »

building relates, to the, devel opnent of the comunity. »

In 1825 nost of the Symmes | and west of the Aberjona R ver was
sol d to Robert Bacon of Boston. The Sym nes | and was part of the original
| and grant of over 300 acres made in 1636 to the Reverend Zechari ah
Symmes of the Gharl estov/n church. Wth the 1825 sal e of the Symmes | and
went the mIl privilegeon the Aberjona, whi ch Bacon used for many
years in his businessof making felt for hats. It-was also in |825 that

Bacon Street was cut throughfromMainto Church Streets, the first A\

hi ghv/ ay across the old SB3m nes farm ‘7.
Robert Bacon cane t o Wnchester (then a part of old Medford) i n 'AL-

1824 from Bost on, toestablishafeltin? mll, i ntheformer Synmes

mll onthelower Aberjona River. The felt and wadding factory com

plex was i noperation until 1951* The Bacon mills were an important
early enployer i nV/inchester. The Bacon House was built circa 1830
on hlghnground overlooking thefactory, river, and worker's housing,
an ensenble of buildings which cane t o be known as "Baconville."
~Robert Bacon controlled several patented inmprovements i nfelting

machi nery, t owhich he added innovations of his ovm |In” one year
the Aberjona mill 1 ssaid tohave formed sone 85,000 hat bodies, i n
addition toproducing a quantity of felt for other purposes.

/ There viere two mills beside thelower Aberjona, and both came
to be owned: by Bacon. Both are said t ohave been bumed i n 1873.
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I NVENTCRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHET Coranunity: Fom No:

MSSACHEH TS H STCR CAL GOMSS ON Viinchester 33
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name Robert Bacon House

I ndi cate each itemcminventoiy formvticii is being continued bel ow.

ARCH TECTURAL S| GNI FI CANCE continued:

Perrin. I tis asmll brick house of three-and-a-half stories, builti n
1829. andunusual in that there is anagreenent filed with the deed noting
the type of constructlonéto include a brick sidewalk), the pricesof

wal | papers (some with borders), the black marble fireplace mantelpieces
(of the sane type used i n the Robert Bacon house), andother details.
The Bacon House i s a two-and-a-half stor?/ residence based ona
rectangular plan with a symmetrical five-bay facade organization.
The brick endwall rise toform a parapet wall with double end chi meys.
The center entrance has transom and sidelights with |eaded glass
tracery. The entrance is set within a one-story Doric portico with
fluted colums and a deck balustrade (the deck balustrade i s probably
a later addition). The wi ndov; placement is symmetrical v/iith a sash
configuration of ' i> -over-six. Federal, Geek Revival and | ater
nineteenth centur/ detail are preserved onthe interior.

H STOR CAL SIG'ir | CANCE continued:

They were soon r built,' but Baeon then |eased themto avarieI?/ of small
industries, inci ad_ng a cotton batting factory run by Caleb Mills; a
sash andblind .nop; a print works; anda nmahogany sawing mill.

*GAN OG- ONMERSH P

Ann Bacon 1730-1903
Edv/ard A Sr.dth 1907-1919

Janes F. ani Caroline Jackson 1924-1974
John K Colony 1947-1977

Staple tolnvAtdn-t form at bottom
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