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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determination for individua
How to Complete the National Ii’egiste}eq, of Hist%ﬁc Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin ”
each item by marking “x” in the appropriate box or by entennq__the information requested.”If an item does not apply Jo the
property being documented, enter “N/A” for “not applicable.” For functions, architectural classification, matenials and

areas of sign%cance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use "a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name ECHO LAKE PARK
other names/site number 5CC 646 |

2. Location

JAN 2 3 1995

f INTERAGENCY RESOURCES DIVISION
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
. ictr Instructio

street & number ALONG STATE HIGHWAYS 103 AND § [N/A] not for publication
city or town IDAHO SPRINGS [ X ] vicinity
state Colorado code __CO county CLEARCREEK code 019 zip code _80452

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this x].
nomination 1 ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registeririg_properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property [ ¥ ts { ] does not meet the National Register critena. | recommend that this property be

mee
stdered significant nationall statewide locally.
inugtion sh ]for additigngl copments '[}q]) Y C)W
A Z /2 (57

o (/ al
Mistoric Preservation Office
& of Federal agency and bureau

In_my opinion, the propel meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
(Seg ogntinuation ghepet or[a!iditionall c]omments D) °9

Slgnature of certitying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification ! Entered in the

i National Registe®
| hegeby certify that the property is: iff@/ ature of the Keepe % Dat
[ entered in the National Register ﬁ/‘lmv % Mp 2/24/Q5
See continuation sheet - i e 2
[ 1determined eligible for the
National Register
See continuation sheet{ I
[ ] determined not eligible for the
National Register.
[ ] removed from the
National Register
[ ]other, explain ~
See continuation sheet [ ].




ECHO LAKE PARK

CLEARCREEK/CO

Name of Property

5.Classification

Ownership of Property
Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

[ ] private [ ] building(s)
[X] public-local [X] district
[ ] public-State [ ]site

[ 1public-Federal [ ] structure

[ ] object

Name of related multiple property
listing.

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a muitiple property listing.)

DENVER MOUNTAIN PARKS

Category of Property

6. Function or Use
Historic Function
Recreation: Outdoor Recreation

Landscape: Park

County/State

Number of Resources within

(Do not count previously listed resources.)

Contributing Noncontributing
2 2 buildings
1 0 sites
2 0 structures
0 0 objects
5 2 _ Total

Number of contributing
resources previously listed in
the National Register.

N/A

(E':urrent F ctlons
nter categones

Recreation: Out@or Recreation

Landscape: Park

7. Description
Architectural, Classffication
Other: Rustic

Muﬁr categones from instructions)
foundation __stone

walls log; stone
roof asphalt
other

k)‘ "att!Ivﬁsznce Esnsnpagt condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) _



ECHO LAKE PARK | CLEARCREEK/CO

Name of Property County/State

8.Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria reas of Significance
(Mgkp“x" in one or more boxes for the ria qualifying the property for éntar m!“ 'ﬂﬂ ‘NSWWaOﬂs) .
National Register listing.) Entertainment/Recreation
Architecture
[x] A Property is associated with events that have made Community Planning & Development
ﬁ' stigniﬁcant contribution to the broad patterns of our Conservation
istory LONservauon

Landscape Architecture

[} B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

(x) C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or

represents the work of a master, or possesses high Periods of Significance
artistic values, or represents a significant and 1921 - 1944
gis'gnggishable entity whose components lack individual =<

istinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
l[n]formation |-itr)r'\portant in prehistory or hist)cl)ry.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark *" in all the boxes that apply.) Significant Dates
. 1921
Property is: 1926

[1A owned by a religious institution or used for

religious purposes.

[1B removed from its original location. Significant Person(s)
] (Complete if Criterion B is marked above).
[1C a birthplace or grave. N/A

[1D a cemetery.

[]1E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. g
] 9, 0b) Cultural Affiliation
[1F a commemorative property. N/A

{1G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

-within the past 50 years.

Architect/Builder
Benedict, Jules Jacques Benoit

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9._gll,ajor B;‘bliographic References
EtL l!tleoba)'l‘ggmla and other sources used in preparing this form on one.or more continuation sheets

)

. . rimary location of additional data:
Prayious, dosumentation, on.fils (NPSL., IR R 0. e
[ 1 previously listed in the National Register [ 1Federal Agency
[ 1 previously determined eligible by the National Register [XX] Local Govenment
[ 1designated a National Historic Landmark [ 1 University
[ ] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey [ ] Other:
#*

Name of repository:

;’Ww”m American Engineering Record DENVER PARKS & RECREATION,
~_ DENVER PUBLIC L Y ‘




ECHO LAKE PARK CLEARCREEK/CO
Name of Property County/State

10.Geographical Data
Acreage of Property _600

UTM References o
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

A. Zone 13 Easting 447 730 Northing 4391 130 B. Zone 13 Easting 448 550 Northing 4391 130

C. Zone 13 Easting 448 560  Northing 4390 300 D. Zone 13 Easting 448 970  Northing 4390 300
[X] See continuation sheet

Verbal BoundaH‘ Description
(Describe the boundaries e property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared By

namettitle MAUREEN VAN NORDEN

organization DENVER PARKS & RECREATION date_2/25/94

street & number___ 2300 15TH STREET telephone___964-2544

city or town DENVER state_ COLORADO _ zip code__80202-1139

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name_DENVER PARKS & RECREATION
street & number 2300 15TH STREET date__ 2/25/94

city or town_DENVER stateCOLORADO _ zip code80202-1139

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for
listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list ies, and to amend existi gsti s. Response to thi t i i i i
5 O Jetermine. igi lpty rvatiorgw 2 aspmpertg‘eed e S Eo oot seng)‘ ng! po! this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours response including time for reviewing instructions,

e e e R SN T SR o ML Bl oot
. " N , an e c8 anagem

Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503, gement & get, Fa
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ECHO LAKE PARK CLEARCREEK/CO

Name of Property Tounty/State

Narrative Description

The property is located at the foot of Goliath Peak and Devil's Nose. The lake is 47 acres
large and approxlmatelz 8 feet deep. It originated during several glacier. buuldlr&g events of
the Pleistocene as a han mg lake.  Lateral 'moraines of the r%cedlng Cgﬁ;ggo éeek .
glacier closed the drainage of this shallow basin to the lower levels of Chicago Creek,
merely leaying a small intermittent stream. At 10 592 feet, the basin I? Igurr,qunded by
subalpine forést of Engelmann spruce up to 11,507 feet at the peak of Devils Nose and at
}Re foot of the d%e ?1 the lake. North of the hi hwaYl gnarled pine hol tenam?usl% on to
e remnants of another glacial moraine. The réck outcropping provided stone for
chimneys and buildings within the park.

The east end ?f the lake is closed off by a bog%?rea, of thsbcharaqteri tic grasses and
shrub willow of mountain riparian ecosystems.”“Wilson's warblers, Lincoln’s Sparrows
chickadees, blue grouse, ?ray jays, and Clark’s nutcrackers live here in the shrub willows
with ravens in the spruce trees. me mammals in the area are mountain lion, bears
?qmr_rels, and ,chuRmunks, uring the short cool sum,rper sgafson families en&o%‘the lake
or picnicking in the stone pavilioh or at numerous grills and fireplaces around the lake.

The lake is_regularly _stocke? with_trout by the Division of Fish and Wildlife for fishing.
Several trails are z]ava lable, for hiking. Campers and bicyclists utilize the area durln? he
summer months. In the winter, the area is enjoyed by cross-country skiers. Except for
g_rowth of the natural forest around the lake, the historical natural settmﬂ‘ has not changed
8"(\)%% t)rlxgacr;sreaagt;gn of the lake during the Pleistocene and the retreat of the glacier abotit

e
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ECHO LAKE PARK CLEARCREEK/CO
Name of Property County/State
Lodge

Ltke otggr bunlqu(s and structures in_the Denver Mountain Parks, Echo Lake Lodge was
desi nown Denver architect Jules Ja cques Benoit Benedict. His "Mountain

Rustic rchrtecture style" combmed timber and native granite stone to fitinto t he

surroynding envrr nment The od%e biult in 1926 an octagonal tvm—stgg/ fg structure

on a base of roug oca ran e st ts shape an structur resem t of"a Native-

American earth 10dge to the north_side of building is a porte coctlgere of | arge

{)oles covered with a low pttched asphalt shingle roof protectmg the entrance. Purlins an

he interior structure are exposed.

The walls are made from saddle-notched, peeled logs which extend beyond the corners of
;he building. ~Large windows with eight paries over one and wood casings are centered in
our of the eight walls.

On the second ﬂoor two wmdows in each wall are half as large and have four panes over
one. The low-pitched octa onal_asphalt shi é;led roof is_toppéd in the center with the
chimne o Iocﬁ ic,';rr;lm e ,ﬂ' ne Four bled riner windows exist. The eaves are wide,
open a ove angin ob e centra room of the main building and repeats’ the
octa | shape o the outside. ust opposr e the entrance, in the center of the lobby,
stan s t e imposing square, stone lrep ace made of local granite. A decoratlve stone
an eLptece surrounds the t‘geg four sides. A fire in the center can be_serve
four openin s at its base, lmney ta ers toward the roof, wher it is met
en beams erected in ‘epee fash |on ooven e ceiling gus regeatlng e theme o
grve—Amerlcan earth odge construction. floor is ma ardwood. There
ave een no major structural”changes since rts constructlon

A rectangular wmg to the sr quth oonta s the restaurant kitchen on the first floor and
edrooms on he secon he walls of this extension are made from saddle-notched,

eg ﬂﬁ extendlr)? o%s One granite stone chrmne|y rotrudes in the corner where the

ain-building and ch? -win jon A secon exterior’ stone chimney sits immediately
west o the rear door, o and ogs w |ch extend form_an interior wall. This wing is
coveJ with a low-pitch e as alt shlna_‘e roof. Eaves are wide, open and overhanging. A
wooden bn dge with stairs ext nds fro e upper eve\l to the outside. An ori maIIYl
screened wooden porch attached to the east side of this extension is now cI sed up with
boards. No changes have been made to this addition since construction.

Out-buildings still in existence include the following:
Icehouse

The icehouse, also built_in 1926, sits an angle southwest of th |

g o) R e (P 2 TR g g St P i
ower level is

paﬁuall dugout. A door on the this sude leads into the interior. O gthe second level a door-

size emn appears to have been close i e rted horizon A hat
o) en? n SP ersrn theab cB P the %e%o se. The walls rare cg? hgﬁzonta ie-
notche eee and extending logs. vel iS an attlc loft wrth a wmdow-srzed hatch

on the rear gable-end The icéhouse IS cover with a ow-ptt? ab e-en d, wood
shingle roof,”and has wide, open overh an%n% eaves. or dark brown paint on the
exterior, the icehouse does nof appear to have undergone any changes smog

and is in good condition. construction
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Stone Pavilion on northwest end of Echo Lake

This stone shelter built i m the 19303 by th ?C .C., has a rectangular floor plan. It is
constructed oca rough ram e stone w our open, arched, entrances facing the lake
on the southside. In the feln ter of the eavesn\_n‘rall on the north side is one fireplace, and
one fireplace is in eac four corners e shelter_is covered with a low-pifched, -
asphalt ‘shingles, hipped roof and is in good condition. Protected by the shelter from
northwestern winds is an open area with picnic tables and grill.

Concession stand on northwest end of Echo Lake.

This is another strﬁcture built tne C.C.C. in the 1930's It is copstructeq of local rough
ranite sone lan is é)emn gs are large windows facing west, no
nd east As ning on the east side allows entrance into the stand. A _chimney is
loca |n the L- ow of the buildin ro rudes into the_ corner of the southside. Door
an wrn OwWs are mlssm% mou V{‘l ow casings still exist. Historic photographs
show t e windows on t nds wrt our over three panes. The concession s and
covered wrth a low-pitch e rp-on-gt?‘ le roo partrally of asphalt shingle and of corru?a ed
ﬁbe lass. It has o tgen rafters, and the gable'ends are covered with hexagonal tiles
s ru ure is well stabilized, byt is now unused The concession stand is anticipated to be
in the future as a warming room.

Pit latrine

The ﬂoor plan of the pit latrine is rectan% Iar The burldmg, also built in the 1930’s has one
story of logs ext en ing at the corners. Small wood cﬁsemen t windows permit light through
the upper art o the walls mto the rntenor A low-pitched h| -on able ﬁ_of rests on open
exten mg purlms and openv\ﬁ1 ers and is covered wrth woo sh |n les. Two ent rancg
enclosurés are also of ile mduiz ct evidence indicates construction by the C.C.C. it is
being considered non-contrlbutmg until the evidence can be confirmed.

Modern Outhouse

Constructed in 1992, this rectangular plan side clapboard buildin has a gabled roof of
aspphalt shingles. It is non-congrbutl I P g 9
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CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES (5)

Contributing site: (1) Echo Lake Park

Contributing buildings: (2) Echo Lake Lodge, Ice House
Contributing Structures: (2) Pavilion, Concession Stand

NON-CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES (2)
Non-contributing buildings (2): Pit Latrine and Modern Outhouse
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ECHO LAKE PARK CLEARCREEK/CO
Name of Property County/State

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Echo Lake Park meets criterion in categories A for its hlstonc srgnrf cance to Entertainment

and Recr ation, Community Panmn’% and Deve opmen :1-1_“ onservatron It meets.

crltenon or Arc hitecture ‘and Lan cture. e park meets the regisfration
uirements for parks as instituted in the Denver Mountain Parks Multiple Property

ubmission.
Located along a scenic byway the park is significant to Community Planning and
Developmentgas an extenys‘:ory of thg egautlful and National Park move‘?nents
Accessibjlity by au omobrle and the need for cities to rovrde recreatlon and entertainment
or its cmzer)’sr reinforces t r_ts) ignifi can in categ?rv‘ re ects the ideals of
andscape hitecture an mng o he turn of the cen a type t tdrespects

the natural setting of an area gar ing Conservation, it preserves both land an

M)ectacu ar vrews of forests in th r vicinity and the endless horizon of the Rocky
untaipns. There are several wonderful pull-o gomts along the scenic drive. Visito

en joy hiking trips in several directions, and picnic areas invite them to enjoy the out oors

A camping ground across from the park allows visitors to stay overnight.

As a creatr n that followed t e ideals of the Olmst lan for the Denver Mountain Parks
System an throu h t?'reegl h e c aracten m e? l&ountalrn I'ﬁust?c Architecture style of
the lodge and gaanymg ur mgs |tect ules Jacques Benoit Benedict, the
park is “signifi n in his style o architecture incorporates local-stone and
wood into buildings ﬁttmg the montame environment.

The notlon for a I'ﬁark near Echo Lake eme ged in 1901 in conjunction with the w1|derness
Nat |ona movements In 1916, thé National Park Service developed
stem m %mg Iter houses in what \%%re then cﬁ of Pike Natlonal ore By 1921,
t e C enver acquired 600 acres of land including the lake. is
ursmon resulted from a landmark Sta %su preme Court decisionl that enable
munlcrpalltles to condemn lands outside t

In the fall of the same year, Echo_lake was opened as part of Denver's Mountain Park
system. A lodge was mpleted in the winter of 1925/1926 as an mtegral part of the
scene ' to provide shelter, food, and lodging for visitors of the Mount Evans region.

P|a s fo enla rge the burldmg with_a dining room and dange hall soon followed the opening
con cvevsesr% r|‘r;||1:r>eemented in 1927. The lodde was and continues to be managed by a

rovements on the Old Chicago Creek Wagon Road (High 103) between
Vth g?)‘r)m s and ls:'c?\ tL e were co%wple ggkm 19928 a?oo (frogmvbgnver% ¥ ount

vans and back by Bergen Park was created that allowed people a day trip to the
mountains without havmg to drive t e same road twice.

Ir!?tee r?aenod of significance is arbitrarily ended |n 1944 to meet the National Register's age

eir own jurisdictions.
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Statement of Condition of Premises Echo Lake, S it Lake and Mount
vane, &oforado. Record - Jrs1a43 0! Fremises Beho Lakg, S ehed doedment "
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Denver Munjcipal Facts

PTG HharBlan® Warch 2, 1911, p.12

e Mountaia Park . B, Natonal Foast” Aidust 1918, p.16
"Echo Lake desirable ?c]gition to ﬁountam Parks," Dec. 1919, 8.2

hoto caption, March 1919, p.12
FNountaih Lahd Bought ™ dc?obe[ 1920, p.20

3 p

"Unlocking the Moun% vans Region." August 1921, p.3, 5,6

"Echo Lage |i!’urcha ed[f-"' aSeft.-&ct. ’1925l ’g p.‘to P

photo ?tlon, Nov.Dec. 1921, p.5

Near Al ?%% Pty 4

"The Drive Unique," March-April 1926, p.26

e oL e 1 ade Coaries Aug-SSptOct 1028, p.12

"More Improvements at Echo Laké,” May-June 1927, p.21 .

"How Denver Acquired Her Celebrated Mountain Parks," March-April 1931, p.12

Denver Post
"Denver and Forest Servi lan new road to Echo Lake," August 1938, p.7
“President approves Ao?m%rovement of Echo Lake Road,'gg«ugust 193%, p.3

Mountain Ne
!‘?:‘oc?\'c()yLake to Be #\crlu?!ed in Denver Mountain Parks," July 31, 1920

"Denver to acquire Echo Lake," Dec. 1920; p.9
ST b B S

Personal communications: Christine Bradley, archivist, Clear Creek County Archives:
Barbara Day. manager of Echo Lake Lodge: Lee Gyling and Marty Homola at NACGCA,
M%mason; SYetrrR':?n ?!goeder,- geolo'@?st, l‘.'akgwoog;e yiing arty oaa

Collectio

n
ggﬁgic?{énéolorado. University of Colorado. Western Historical Collection. J.J.B.Benedict

enver, City and County of, Department of Parks and Recreation. Denver. Photographic
Bolle&ion fr:{:i Surve* al% S t;n‘%% ofn Condition of Premises Echo Lake, Summn? Lapke,
and Mount Evans. Record: 7-7-1943.

Denver Public Library, Western History Department. Scrapbook, Newspaper articles.
Library of Colorado State Historical Society. Historical map collection. '
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UTM's

E. 13 449180 4389 560
F. 13 449810 4389 510
G. 13 449810 4389 110
H. 13 447 720 4389 050

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary lines are indicated on the accompanying U.S.G.S. map.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of Echo Lake Park were established by land available for purchase in

1920 and 1921. The boundaries encompass all the lainds owned by th and Coun
0 %enver caﬁed Echo Lake Park. P y the City and County
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PHOTO LOG

The following information will be the same for all photographs

Name of pro Ip E?(ho Lake Park
Location: ear Cree County Colorado
Photogfr?:ph aureen an Norden, Chuck Whigham

ate raphs:
Eocatlon of %)l%g?r? I] Negatlves City and County of Denver, Parks & Recreation Dept.
Photo # Description

View from above Park facing NE.
od§e entrance facing W. g

ouse facin
t e from acr ssFiake facm SE
?use (pavilion) _clq
tenor (o) shelter house ( avilion).
oncession st %n facin
ﬁmc area and non-contri utmq outh ou?e facin Ng N.
on-contributing pit latrine (outhouse) facing

BWN-

1.
2.
3.
8 IS
6. S
4
10.
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A DENVER MOUNTAIN PARK
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Si/2 OF SECTION 30, SECTION 31, AND THE
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COUNTY OF CLEAR CREEK, STATE OF COLORADO
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