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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Rumsey Town Hall exists on its original 1906 site. Most of the 
original materials still exist. The original building is approximately 50 f 
x 30'. The stage addition (between 1906 - 1910) extended the building's 
overall length by 1?'. The building is situated so that the longitudinal 
length lies in a north-south direction, with the main entrance on the 
southwest corner. The frame is constructed of wood, with long horizontally 
placed pine used as siding. The entire structure is painted a bright white. 
The roof is pitched, and is covered with aluminum sheeting. There are two 
windows on the front (south) side, and three each on the west and east 
sides. The original windows on the stage addition (total of four) have 
been removed, and the openings boarded and painted.

Probably the most striking external feature of the structure is its 
entrance. The entrance way is situated at the southwest corner of the 
building, angled at a 45° angle to the south wall of the Hall. The door 
is approximately 3* off the ground. There are five steps leading to a 5 f 
walkway to the door. This walkway is covered b^ a small pitched roof. The 
roof is held up by circular wooden posts. These same posts also hold a 
hand painted sign which states "Elevation 425 feet, Rumsey, to San Fran­ 
cisco 110 4/10 mi." The entire entrance is painted white to match the 
main structure. The numerals and letters of the sign are painted black.

There are other noticable external features associated with the Rumsey 
Town Hall. On the north side of the structure, an exit exists. The door 
is approximately 3 f off the ground. The stairs leading to the exit are no 
longer used, and are in a state of disrepair. Near this exit, a "two- 
holer" outhouse is located. Through disuse and lack of maintenance, it too 
is in sad shape. At one time, the outhouse looked like a miniature of the 
Town Hall, being constructed of the same materials and design. Situated near 
the outhouse is a hand water pump. The pump is locked and no longer used. 
Approximately 100' west of the Hall entrance, an old wooden telephone 
booth exists. Though the old crank phone has been replaced by a more 
modern unit, the quaintness of the booth remains. The booth itself is 
painted green and the pitched roof is covered with aluminum sheeting. An 
atmosphere of ruralness is added to the overall area by the almond orchard 
along the east wall of the Town Hall.

The interior still retains much of its original rustic appeal. The 
ceiling is now constructed of acoustical material and is 14 r high. Orig­ 
inally, the ceiling reached to the high pitched external roof. The walls 
are covered with the same material as the ceiling. Most of the remaining 
interior features are originals or near originals. Heating is provided 
by a wood burning stove. Seating is provided by 8'-10' wooden benches. 
The floor is constructed of wood plank.

The most striking feature of the interior is the stage and its ac- 
Sspmpaning features. Situated in the northern addition to the Town Hall, 

stage floor is 2-J-'above the main floor. The actual stage floor is 
x 1?' and is constructed of wood. There is a slight depression of 

i length at the front of the stage which houses the foot lights.
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Rumsey Town Hall - Present and Original Appearance (continued)

The main feature of the stage area is an ornate, hand painted stage curtain. 
This curtain was painted by a Woodland "French" artist, Joe Herms, in the 
early years of the Rumsey Town Hall. The central painting of the curtain 
is a river scene. This painting is surrounded by handpainted advertisements 
for various area businesses. Many of these enterprises are still in exist­ 
ence. Joe Herms also painted three backdrop scenes for the stage. The 
first is a street scene of Arbuckle, California, the second is a parlor 
scene, and the third is a forest scene. The stage curtain and backdrops 
still exist in excellent condition. The only real damage in the entire in­ 
terior is some water stains on the walls surrounding the stage. The white 
with red trim interior walls are in excellent condition elsewhere.
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The Rumsey Town Hall is situated along California Highway 16, ap­ 
proximately 40 road miles from Woodland, the County Seat of Yolo County. 
Nestled in the agriculturally rich Capay Valley, Rumsey at one time suppor 
an agricultural community much larger than its present population of 40 
people. In the early 1900's, the gumsey Improvement Club decided that 
the community needed a building where the local residents could join to­ 
gether to conduct meetings and social events. Construction funds were 
raised from ice cream socials and dinners. Local volunteer help was 
used for the actual construction.' In 1906, the Rumsey Town Hall's 
initial phase was completed. Sometime between 190$ - 1910, an addition 
to the existing building was completed which incorporated a stage. 
Upon final completion, the Rumsey Town Hall was the largest public hall 
in Yolo County.

Between 1906 and the present, the Rumsey Town Hall has received 
a variety of uses. Besides its 1 continual use as a meeting place for 
various organizations, the Town Hall was often the site of stage shows. 
In the 1920 f s, traveling vaiideville shows frequented the site. In 
addition to these shows, local stage productions were very popular 
modes of entertainment at the Town Hall. During harvest time, the Hall 
was home to a number of families. Today, the Hall is still used for 
meetings by such organizations as the Volunteer Firemen and 4-H club. * 
In fact, the building is still maintained by the Rumsey Improvement Club:

Today, the Rumsey Town Hall looks much as it did in the past. 
The Rumsey Town Hall stands as a reminder of days gone by when a Town 
Hall is reminescent of a time when citizens of a community were more 
tightly knit together - a time when a Town Hall was the focal point 
for all community activities. The Rumsey Town Hall should be listed 
in the National Register of Historic Places to remind others of the 
time when Town Halls were important to rural America.
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