FOMB - BU LD NG Area Form no.

MASSACH BETTS H STAR CAL GOMM SIS ON
294 \Wshington Street, Boston, M\ 02108

r Toan Uxbridge
Address Richardson St*-©e*-

Historic NameTGeorge}, TaftlHouse

FHOO (3x3" or 3x5", black 8 white) | Use: Original residence
Staple toleft side, of form <
Phot o nunber . Present residence

Ownership:El Private individual
Private organization

Public

Roll 5 frame 23 Original owner George W. Taft

SKETCH MP
Draw nap showi ng property's DESCRIPTION:,
location i nrelation t o nearest
cross streets and other buildings Date ca. 1810
or geographical featxires.
Indicate north. Source exterior
HEA - Style Federalist
Architect unl<nown
Exterior wall fabric asphalt shingle
Outbuildings barns & sheds (nineteenth
century)
Major alterations (with dates) 6/6 sash
(19th C), front door and siding (earl”
20th C); chimney partially capped
Moved no Date K/AN
Approx. acreage 1.12 acres
Recorded by B.R.Pfeiffer Setting rural: fields and some scatter-
Organization Uxbridge Historical ed (modern) houses

Commission
Date May 1981 '

UTM:  Quad Ux 19 281690 4659720

(Staple add’ ion:?! sheets here)



Ii.l-.. '“.-'AI.

Fom #36-3A

IRCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

The George Taft House is an excellent local example of vernacular arch-
itecture of the Federalist period. The house has a rectangular plan with a
central chimney and is a two-storey timber-frame building set on a hammered
granite foundation and enclosed by a pitched roof. The facade (north) is
symmetrical, having at its center an entry framed by pilasters supporting a
broken entablature with lozenges and a pediment; the pediment is broken by a
semicircular transom with a tracery of lancet arches. Windows are set in
simple Greek Revival style frames (ca. 1850); extended across the- facade is a
deep moulded cornice with a return at the gable.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to t-he development of the community)

The Taft House possesses historical significance both for its preserv-
ation of much of its Federalist design and for its associations with the ex-
tensive Taft family which dominated the eighteenth-century settlement of
Uxbridge. The land on which the George W. Taft House stands was probably part
of the farm which Joseph Taft, one of the town's first settlers (Form #35-42)
gave to his son Moses on May 11, 1744. While the present G.W.Taft House may
contain portions of the house built by Moses Taft, it seems more likely that
the Moses Taft House stood nearer the center of the property, several hundred
yards westw<Lfd on the unpaved lane which passes in front of the G.W.Taft House;
if so, then the G.W.Taft House was probably built in the early nineteenth cen-
tury to serve as the home of one of Moses Taft's sons or grandsons. In the
mid-nineteenth century, the house was associated with George W. Taft (one of
several George Washington Tafts born in Uxbridge) who operated the farm and
also served as Uxbridge's representative to the General Court.

* The George Taft House possesses integrity of location, design, setting and workmanship,
as well as historical associations with the.early settlement of this section bf Uxbridge

by the Taft Family and with the area's agrarian development through the mid-nineteenth
century.

The George Taft House meets criteria A and C of the NRHP. - <

ENBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES . AA" AYWYI-y, Y

Maps & Atlases: 1830, 1855, 1870, 1898
Proceedings at the Meeting of the Taft Family at Uxbridge, Mass.,
August 12, 1874. Uxbridge: Spencer Bros., 1874 p.p. 51-52

20M-2/80



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

Ganmuni ty: FormNb:
MASSAQfUSETTS HISTORICAL CCNMISSION kbri dge 3A3A-
Office of the Secretary, Boston !
Property Nane: -r

Gorge Taft House
Indicate each item on inventory foim vtfiidi is being continued below. -
ARCHI TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE o ! : '

~To therear of thehouse (south) i sa nineteenth-century barn with
vertical board siding, across thestreet from yj**"house (east) are several
sheds and smal|l barns of apparent m d-nineteenthAc?)nstruction, although the

smal | est of these sheds has a raised panel door (pre-1820) suggesting thati t
nmay have been built of salvaged materials. . <

Al
QMER

Stanley and Chester Stefanick

Ri chardson St .
Uxbridge, M\ 01569

o il

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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NPS Form 10-S00-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(3-82) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet ltem number Page f'~f

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Uxbridge Multiple Resource Area
Sate n
Nomination/Type of ifeview Date/Signature
41.  Whipple, A., House Entered i n tbe Keeper  y-“eAMA-c-aMyC'CA
Nati onal R««l Bter
Attest
42.  Wlliams, N, House Entered | ntlui Aepev . V[MAN y<5MWN
Nat i onal B««l «ter B
Attest
43. Taft, Aaron, House Int»r«A i Bthe || ceeper [>SKA, - N < TSN
Hat | onal Register
Attest
VA Taft, Bazaleel, Jr., House M Kemgeer Tx7ro”  (Khir*AifiMxA
and Law Office :
Subet ant | vQHevi ew
Attest

45. Taft, Hon. Bazaleel, HouseH,.t9ed i n the  'Ml“eeper yyp,l. u.,-Mdyc.<.”
National Bl »ter

Attest
]fater«d tiia
46. Taft Brothers Block ISMlomX |«t«Bter t"fteeper
Attest
Entered is tka
oNMfAr- Taft, George, House
’ ge Hou National |««|Bter «Keeper
Attest
43  Taft, Moses, House filtered in the JINEPEr  AZH.7- A A e A
national Bed Rer Z0-2-AS e Yy
Attest
49.  Taft, Samuel, House ... va Xii me .|°6:eeper
Hatlonal Becl«ter Attest
Taft, Zadock, House  Entered in the A A AAN-L <, a6y
National fie«IBter
fK eeper

Attest

yaly/k™

Tal7lIA

yg/ 7/83

lohlkJ

lal7/k™

y 0/7/83

YYTIYA



WASO Form -177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Taft, George. House (Uxbridge MRA)
Worcester County

MASSACHUSETTS . AlG26 13
Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date: AN-:b-SS
- Date Due: f/~-~ASAN - ""Vrd/s?
Action: Jrr"CEPT.
e resubmission - . ? RETURN.
* nomination by person or local government '« r . e National Register- REJECT.
CH owner objection Federal Agency:
CH appeal
Substantive Review: e sample CH request CH appeal CH NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation In Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes ° no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | I deteriorated unaltered » original site
CH good I lruins altered moved date.
CH fair | lunexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CH summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity *

CH alterations/integrity

| ldates

| Iboundary selection " e s f



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CH summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity

CH applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource

« context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

» other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps ¢
CH Photographs o]
CH Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for my item may be continued on m attached sheet

<'h-i*.
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Uxbridge Multiple Resource Area

George Taft House
Ri chardson Street
Mip #36 Lot #3A

Uxbri dge Assessors
1" = 200 1983



Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000299



