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The Holmhurst Hotel is a sprawling late 19th century 
frame clapboard structure five stories high with six story 
end pavilions. Twenty-four bays wide, the hotel has a two- 
story porch along its entire front. The lower porch is 
formed of brick pillars with simple wood columns on the 
second story veranda. The veranda is reached from the 
second story lounge via French doors. The third and fourth 
floors have two story oriel type windows at the ends of the 
central section and at the outside corners of the end pavilions 
The central section is surmounted by a heavy gauge molded 
cornice and a flatroof.

The interiors are simple in character and in more or 
less original condition. The aforementioned lounge area is 
reached by a wide staircase which terminates with a pair of 
heavy paneled newel posts. Shallow arches straddle the long 
and narrow lounge. Adjacent to the stair is a paneled 
inglenook. As the stair continues up to the third floor, it 
pauses at a half pace landing with a large stained glass 
window. Few of the rooms have bathrooms, but all have sinks 
and washstands. All rooms have the original cornerblock 
frame doors with transoms.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Holmhurst is the largest extant frame building in 
Atlantic City. Of Atlantic City's major hotels, the Holmhurst 
is the only link with the 19th century. In its day, it was 
one of a number of first rank hotels on which Atlantic City 
gained its somewhat overblown reputation as a resort of the 
upper classes. Some of the others were the old Shelburne, 
the old ChalfonteHaddon Hall, and the old Traymore, all 
large, late 19th century wooden structures. Of these, only 
the Holmhurst survives in the form in which it existed then, 
and only the Holmhurst conveys that period of large scale 
resort hotel life during that period.

Prior to the construction of the Holmhurst, the land 
was owned by one Edward F. Lee, who it is said was a con­ 
tractor. In 1898 the property was bought by Henry Darnell 
and the Holmhurst Hotel was built. It is not known how long 
Darnell operated the hotel. For a time he was in business 
with his son Albert H. Darnell. In 1938, Albert sold the 
Holmhurst to a consortium which was named the Holmhurst 
Hotel Co. C. W. Stitzer, father of the present owner, pur­ 
chased the hotel in 1942. The present owner is Norman 
Stitzer.
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