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white) I n d i c a t e address of 
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Sketch Map: Draw map showing  
property's l o c a t i o n i n r e l a t i o n to  
nearest cross s t r e e t s and/or  
geographical f e a t u r e s . I n d i c a t e  
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Address 

WALTHAM, MA MRA  
Walthami, Massachusetts 

7(5-5 Trapelo Road 

H i s t o r i c Name 

House 

William Wellington 

Use Present 

O r i g i n a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca 1779 

pr i v a t e residence 

p r i v a t e residence 

Sanderson , "The Wei 1 i n t o n Source 
Farm""  

Sty l e Georgian 

A r c h i t e c t 

clapboard E x t e r i o r Wall Fabric _  

Outbuildings attached a g r i c u l t u r a l 

b u i l d i n g s . 

Major A l t e r a t i o n s ( w i t h dates) 
and side a d d i t i o n s ( n . d ) , sn:aU 
window added to east elev.(l^f^-<C)Q2 

Condition good 

no Date n/a-Moved 
less tnan one acre /5*I"I7  

Acreage on grounds Middlesex Co.Hosp 

Se t t i n g r e t a i n s pre-20th centurv 

r u r a l character with mature trees, 

old stone w a l l . 

UTM REFERENCE \C\j<nZP>0 j ^ L ^ l i n n 

USGS QUADRANGLE Lstf M/--T-Tivi 

SCALE l:2^^nno 

Recorded by  

Organ iza t ion  

Date June 

Edward \̂ .̂ Gordon 

Waltham H i s t o r i c a l Comm, 

1936 

revised C. Jenkins; 2/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f a p p l i c a b l e ) 

The Wellington Farm House i s Waltham's finest example of Georgian 
vernacular architecture. B u i l t c.1779, i t housed members of the Wellington 
family u n t i l the early 1900's. The Wellingtons figured prominently i n the c i v i c 
a f f a i r s of the Trapelo Rd. area and Waltham during the 18th and 19th centuries. 
The Wellington Farm House possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, s e t t i n g , design, 
mat§rials, workmanship, feeling and association. I t meets c r i t e r i a A and C of 
the National Register of Histo r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe i m p o r t a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
ev a l u a t e i n terms of o t h e r b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the community. 

The V/ellington Farmhouse at 735 Trapelo Road i s Waltham's most substantial 
and s t y l i s h Georgian House. Situated on the tree shaded, fieldstone wall 
bordered grounds of the Middlesex County Hospital, t h i s house retains a high 
degree of i t s o r i g i n a l r u r a l character. The 5 bay x 3 bay main block i s clad 
with clapboard. The center entrance features a multi-panel f r o n t door, and i s 
flanked by well-crafted Doric p i l a s t e r s . I t i s surmounted by an entablature and 
f u l l pediment. In general, windows are f u l l y enframed by raised mouldings v.dth 
cornice headed l i n t e l s , and contain 12/12 wood sash. Narrow boards accent the 
main block's corners. The east wall features a secondary entrance with a 
multi-panel front door surmounted by a pedimented entablature. Above the door i s 
a 4-pane transom and flanking the door are Doric p i l a s t e r s . To the r i g h t of the ' 
east entrance i s a small 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE E x p l a i n the r o l e owners played i n l o c a l or s t a t e 
h i s t o r y and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o the development of the community. 

The William Wellington House dates to c. 17^9. I t has si g n i f i c a n t 
h i s t o r i c a l associations with Trapelo's and Waltham's prominent Wellington 
family. The high quality craftsmanship and design of t h i s house attests to the 
presence of s k i l l e d housewrights i n Waltham during the l a t e 18th century. 

As early as 1636, Roger Wellington was granted land i n Watertovm. According 
to Sanderson, his f i r s t home was in the extreme eastern part of the the tovm and 
i s now mostly included i n Mount Auburn cemetery. In 1659, he bought a house and 
12 acres of land i n the northern part of the tovm now i n Belmont. His extensive 
landholdings encompassed bet;(.'een 250-300 acres i n Cambridge and Watertown. 
Roger Wellington died i n 1697-98. The f i r s t Wellington d i r e c t l y associated with 
the Trapelo Rd. area was Roger's son Joseph. According to Sanderson, his house 
was on the south side of Trapelo Road near the north east corner of the land now 

^ owned by the V>'alter E. Fernald State School. Joseph's son Thomas purchased part • 
y of what vrauld become the V/ellington Farm at 735 Trapelo Road i n 1718. Thomas 
*'j , V/ellington Jr. operated a tavern on or near t h i s property during the mid 18th 

century. The farm v;as w i l l e d to his son V.'illiam. He had married Mary Whitney i n 
1764 and bought her father's farm i n 1777. According to Sanderson, he build 
#735 Trapelo Road. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES . ' \ 

Maps/Atlases: 1830, 1854, 1874, 1886, 1911, 1923 

Collection of waltham Public Library, "Farming i n Waltham", var. authors,(nd)8/85 
Sanderson, Edmund L. Waltham, 1630-1884, Edmund L. Sanderson, 1936 
Hipkiss, Edward W., "Early American Domestic Architecture - The V/ellington 

i House near Waltham, Massachusetts" (with measured drau-ings). 
Architectural Forum, September, 1920. : 



Wellington Farm House 
785 Trapelo Rd. 
frl65 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, 735 Trapelo Road, continued 

bay window which dates to the l a t e 1890's/early 1900's. Projecting from the 
west wall i s a colonial Revival porch addition. To the rear of t h i s building i s 
an e l l of undetermined date. The main block i s enclosed by low a hip roof with 
substantial brick chimneys r i s i n g from the east and west roof slopes. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, continued 

about 1789. I t i s in t e r e s t i n g to note that both William and his father, Thomas 
Wellington Jr. took part i n the A p r i l 19th b a t t l e at Lexington and Concord. 

V/illiam Wellington was prominent i n Waltham Civic a f f a i r s . He served as 
selectman for seventeen years. He bought many parcels of land i n d i f f e r e n t 
parts of V/altham and Lexington. Ke may have carried on the inn business of his 
father and grandfather i n t h i s house, as he i s l i s t e d as a victualer i n an early 
deed. His brothers Thomas and Samuel, and son V/illiam, were also innholders. 
He died i n 1813 - his son Abraham was awarded the "Grandfather V/ellington 
Homestead ( i . e . that of Thomas Wellington). Eventually Darius V/ellington, 
youngest brother of Abraham, owned the entire property and carried on the'farm. 
Darius supplemented his income by shooting robbins i n a cherry orchard behind 
the house, s e l l i n g them to the hotels of Boston where they were considered a 
great delicacy. Darius' son Charles Lov/ell Wellington was the l a s t of the 
family to own the whole property, s e l l i n g about 1903 to John C. Runkel of 
Cambridge. Mr. Runkel rented out parts of the property to Louis Dean of Dean 
Dairy (cows and pigs were raised here during the Dean years) 

When the county decided to build i t s tuberculosis hospital i n Waltham's 
Tupelo d i s t r i c t i n 1930, they took a large portion of the Wellington Farm by 
eminent domain. A large portion of the property to the south of Trapelo Road 
and a small parcel i n V/oburn Street remained under Runkel oraership and was 
farmed by P h i l l i p Ordile. Mr. Runkel died i n the early 1960's. Late 19th 
century maps indicate that the V/ellington Farm once had more extensive 
eastern-end building segments, including a large barn and 2-story west wing. 
This house i s now occupied by the Superintendent of the Middlesex County 
Sanatorium. 

BOUND.̂ Y JUSTIFICATION 

I t l ?Q^n^''^'r P̂ '̂ °^ Middlesex Countv Hospital grounds s-;nce 
^uraJ J?.''-f the hospital does not relate to the h i s t o r i c a l and archite'c-
thP L n ^ f the nouse the bounds of t h i s nomination are confined to 
the house I t s e l f anfl to the land within 25' of i t s perimeter. 
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785 Trapelo Road 
William Wellington House 
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