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Hi storic Nanme Wiliam Wellington

House

Use Present private residence

Original private residence

DESCRI PTI ON

Dat e ca 1779

Source Sanderson, "The Wi linton
Farmi"

Style Geor gi an

Architect

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard

Out buil dings attached agricultural
buil dings .

Maj or Alterations (with dates)

(n.d), sn:au
elev. (I*M7r-<C)Q2

and side additions
wi ndow added t o east

Condition good
Moved no Date n/a-
| ess tnan one acre [5*1"17
Acreage on grounds M ddl esex Co. Hosp
Setting retains pre-20th centuryv
rural character with mature trees,

old stone wall.

Recorded by Edward YW\ Gordon

Organization Waltham Historical Camm,

Date June 1936
revised C. Jenkins;, 2/88



NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TERIA STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Wellington Farm House i s Walthanmis finest exanple of Georgian
vernacular architecture. Built c¢.1779, i t housed nenbers of the Wellington
famly until the early 1900's. TheWellingtons figured promnently inthe civic
affairs of the Trapelo Rd. area and Waltham during the 18th and 19th centuries.
The Wellington Farm House possesses integrity of location, setting, design,
mat 8rials, workmanship, feeling andassociation. |t nmeets criteria AandC of
the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHI TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE Describe important architectural features and
evaluate i nterms of other buildings within thecommunity.

The V/iellington Farnhouse at 735 Trapelo Road i s Wal thamls nost substanti al
and stylish Ceorgian House. Situated onthe tree shaded, fieldstone wall
bordered grounds of the M ddl esex County Hospital, this house retains a high
degree of i tsoriginal rural character. The5 bay x 3 baynmain block is clad
with clapboard. Thecenter entrance features a multi-panel front door, andis
flanked by well-craftedDoric pilasters. |t is surnounted by an entabl atureand
full pediment. In general, windows are fully enframed by raised nmoul di ngs v.dth
cornice headed lintels, andcontain 12/12 wood sash. Narrow boards accent the
main block's corners. The east wall features a secondary entrance with a
mul ti-panel front door surnounted by a pedimented entablature. Above the door is
a 4-pane transom and fl anking the door are Doric pilasters. To the right of the'
east entrance is a small

HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE Explain therole owners played i nlocal or state
history and howt he building relates t ot hedevelopment of t hecommunity.

The Wlliam Wellington House dates t o c. 17%0. I 't has significant
historical associations with Trapelo's andWltham s prom nent Wellington
fam ly. The high quality craftsmanship anddesign of this house atteststo the
presence of skilled housewrights in Waltham during the late 18th century.

As early as 1636, Roger Wellington was granted land in Watertovm According
to Sanderson, his first hone was in the extreme eastern part of the the tovmand
is nowmostly included in Mount Auburn cemetery. |In 1659, he bought a house and
12 acres of land in the northern part of the tovm nowin Belnont. His extensive
' andhol di ngs enconpassed bet;(.'een 250-300 acres in Canbridge andWatertown.

Roger Wellington died in 1697-98. Thefirst Wellington directly associated with
the Trapelo Rd. area was Roger's sonJoseph. According to Sanderson, his house
was onthe south side of Trapelo Road near the north east corner of the |and now
owned by the \Walter E Fernald State School. Joseph's son Thonas purchased part e
of what vrauld becone the V/iellington Farmat 735Trapelo Road in 1718.  Thonas

i Viellington Jr. operated a tavern on or near this property during the md 18th
century. Thefarm vias willed to his son V.'illiam He hadmarried My Witney in
1764 and bought her father's farm in 1777.  According to Sanderson, he build
#735 Trapel o Road.

Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES A

Maps/ At ases: 1830, 1854, 1874, 1886, 1911, 1923

Collection of waltham Public Library, "Farming i n Walthani', var. authors, (nd)8/85
Sanderson, Ednund L. Waltham 1630-1884, Ednund L. Sanderson, 1936

Hi pkiss, Edward W, "Early Anmerican Domestic Architecture - The V/iellington

House near Waltham Massachusetts" (with nmeasured drau-ings).

Architectural Forum Septenber, 1920.



Wel ['ington Farm House
785 Trapelo Rd
frl65

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNIFI CANCE, 735 Trapelo Road, continued

bay wi ndow which dates to the late 1890's/early 1900's. Projecting from the
west wall is a colonial Revival porch addition. To the rear of this building is
an el | of undeterm ned date. The main block i s enclosed by low a hip roof with
substantial brick chimeys rising from the east and west roof slopes.

H STCR CAL SI GNI FI CANCE, continued

about 1789. 't isinteresting to note that both Wlliamand his father, Thonmas

Wel lington Jr. took part in the April 19th battle at Lexington and Concord.
Viilliam Wellington was promnent in Waltham Civic affairs. H served as

sel ectman for seventeen years. H bought many parcels of land in different

parts of Valthamand Lexington. Ke my have carried on the inn business of his

father and grandfather in this house, as he is |isted as a victualer in an early

deed. His brothers Thonmas and Sarmuel, and son V/illiam were also innholders.
H died in 1813 - his son Abrahamwas awarded the "Grandfather V/ellington
Homestead (i.e. that of Thomas Wellington). Eventually Darius V/iellington,

youngest brother of Abraham owned the entire property and carried on the' farm
Darius supplemented his incone by shooting robbins ina cherry orchard behind
the house, selling themto the hotels of Boston where they were considered a
great delicacy. Darius' son Charles Lov/iell Wellington was the last of the
famly to oamn the whole property, selling about 1903 to John C Runkel of
Canmbridge. M. Runkel rented out parts of the property to Louis Dean of Dean
Dairy (cows and pigs were raised here during the Dean years)

Wien the county decided to build itstuberculosis hospital i nWlthans
Tupelo district in 1930, they took a large portion of the Wellington Farm hy
em nent domamin. A large portion of the property to the south of Trapelo Road
and a small parcel in Voburn Street renmained under Runkel oraership and was
farmed by Phillip Ordile. M. Runkel died in the early 1960's. Late 19th
century maps indicatethat the V/iellington Farm once had nore extensive
eastern-end building segments, includinga large barn and 2-story west wing.
This house is now occupied by the Superintendent of the M ddlesex County

Sanatorium

BAND MY JUSTI FI CATI ON

[t] 2Q'\nA " Aty pw. e M ddl esex Countv Hospital grounds s-;nce
Aural J?.'t-f the hospital does not relate to the historical and archite'c-
thP LnAf the nouse the bounds of this nomnation are confined to

the house Itself anfl to the land within 25 of its perimeter.
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