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MASSACHUEETTS HISTORICAL CCHMISION
80 BOYLSION STREET
BOSTON, MA 02116

PHOTOGRAPHS:
58:01 front and right facades

58:00 rear and right facades

58:10 'lonKitudinal summer beam
girt in left first-floor
58:16 longitudinal summer beam
girt in right first-floor
58:11 staircase in vestibule entryway

58:13 staircase in vestibule entryway
58:22 bladed scarf joint in upper

58:20 front-end corner post, end
plate, summer tie, and joists of

‘hjampe ¢

Setch Man

VA E N

m REFEENE 19 / 352-700 / 4723-450
-5 QARNGE Ipswich

ALE 1:23,000

AN T4190 v NO.

19

Toan Essex
Address 189 John Wise Avenue

Historic Name Benaiah Titcomb House

chim-

Use: Present residence

chim-

Original residence

DESCRIPTION

Date shortly after 1700

hallway  source Abbott Lowell Cumraines

front jy-jg First Period
left ~

Exterior Wdl Fabric clapboards
Outbuildings shed/garage - 20th c,

198CS
guest house -20th c. attahhec bv hvohen

Maor Alterations (with dates) 1917: lar

rear dormer designed by N. M, Isham
20thcMguest house attached to house .- iate i980s

Condition  good

dismantled in Newburvport -"191
Moved ves re-erected in Essex - 191'
Aceage 38 acres
Setting-- amd open fields and wooded
areas; arural setting thoughnot

authentic tothis urban house

Recorded by James Kvprianos
Organization Boston University

Date December 1985 / 1989



INVINTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cdmunity: Form No:

MASSACHUEETTS HISTORICAL GOM*C3ON ESSEX 19

Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Nane: '"M~AMN - Titcomb

House
Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.
S| GNI FI CANCE
The Benaiah Titcomb House retains integrity of design, materials

wor kmanshi p, association, and feeling i nitsFirst-Period frame which
embodi es distinctive characteristics of form and construction under
criterion C Itscentral chimey, double-cell plan evolving into a

| eanto form i svery typical for many First-Period Houses i n Massachu-
setts. This house i sparticularly significant foritsoriginal,
First-Period staircase possibly thefinest of a surviving few the
surviving evidence fortheexterior plaster cove cornice, the com
pletely intact and exposed interior frame from both itsfirst and
second phase, and t he hewn overhangs which were continued along the

sides when t he second-phase |eanto was added.

EXTER R DESCRI PTI ON

the house's re-erect?nn ANYNANNNNNN even pitch. At thetime of
reconst!| Sc! eS% ?A"SA° " gni 557?J e the ™M "PY™ chimey was
applied t oeach face AoAe tAe foof TIATTA" """ PAM-Ners
along thefront and both sides Af |I ~ .Two-inch hewn overhangs extend
The lines of theoverhinal aJe A A ATAMMA AANAN levels
leanto. 1 the.nainl”cKe""hrSrrr:? f AN NTIAN A Ned
sists of a wooden transition moldiJa . hf ”~ A AA"A ™A cornjice con-
curve with a rabbetted groove oAltt A N NUAN reyerse cynma
NNT  AANANN receives  the

upper edge of thetopcourse orclanhnS S

side rails of thechLber winSowJ "~ThJ ATTANT-° MM tenons of the
are modern, but occupy appro>i Sat.ir"MAAAMANw de casement wi ndows
which were preserved deSpi?J Jhr! 2?27~ AN original w ndow openings

LH:2°frL-t"HD S\

MAJCR FI RST PERI OD FEATURES

Built sonmetime after i7nn
House was ? f - st phas» o' -

" Chanbers which mght hale

-1-
Staple to Inventorv form at bottoin
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Cammmitv: ForiTi No:

MASSAGUEETTS HISTORICAL CCMMSSON ESSEX 19
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Prooerty Name beniah Titcoir/o
House

Indicate each item on inventoiy form whiA is being continued bel ow.

tongue stops as indicated by therear corner oost
The four girts and thesmall post at therigh? of thefireplace sSp”
Tl 2A") TAAA~A'A'A' A~~ continuously running wide gSJS beldds
Njynhy A 7°NQitMdinal summer beam (11" x il" x 16") i s decorated

with flat chamfers and lanmb's tongue stops (which are now mss”"Sg a f
iTntTl nTII" ' A"~ "M "AN_AQ Joints are 21" apart. Aboe ~h?

ended with lamh's

/I Ai A reconstructed hearth i sa large plaster cove risinj up
are AnNAATAN ATUAANA raised-field panelled chimey wall anS door
SoH A original and transitional to the Second-Period. Over
the nmodern casement of theendwall i sa cut into theﬁwt indicJtina
that |t had preV|oust eceived Second-Period sash This 1 s alsS

n Newburyport before thA

r
substantiated by Idphotographs taken i . .
house was dlsmantled I nl1911 Cj-uxei.ne

The frame of theright first-floor room (17-x 19'6"), also entirelv
i nJhrle ~"oom

identically as it scounterpart

erchpt for%hrir""?
t7de%AA” oeadsAl 25 "A"I~r"A AT AT chanfered with
thl AirAs A A A A NN A AnAnttngly terminate before reaching
lATTAA AA | N Aantnnt Aot ongues placed directly uponthe
AATL hasAAe lar"/'™""  "A. NMANAA APA- A chimey e
Ts a "T.AA possibly original Second-Period treatment. There
-1Sa plaster cove again over the reconstructed fireplace and the sane
Snd thAAN-TTN AN phot ogr aphs show that this roA’s
SSuse wi ., °AAT T AANT A tamann At downt own Newburyport (?he
located at 4 Green Street i nNewburypoJ?. ) Housel

N Z A A A A/\'/\/\'/\/\y
forced tobe oriented perpendicularly tostreets because oft

Té(%ﬁba‘s usuéAHy had 'tl/ﬁlel}lr/\ p/)\arlors | ook onto thvéagtrBee@ta' ahTh|s
éeli i A A - NONPANT A N nusual freat ment Pf t he sunmer
eam m a room which probably originally "Served as par

oIl TAA/AnNA'AMN yestibule i sa First-Periodstaircase built as a
proportions than usually done at this time.

jt YLAA
AAN | ""AANANAGANT Ty wi de wi nders and short stubby balusters with a
W2t " h"app! 2efAAn ANNN NINTAN stgircase | sa She:Mherwal!
I A | dings tocreate thevisual effect of panels. Cut into
this wall 1Sa door which originally | edtothecellal. The joists I n
the entry arelate exanples of tusk tenon joist Joints. The upper
NSIATLIArLrpS.AAAAN -
iTAAIVTToTstsTt | A\ L A ANNNIN -tops
flared. T"‘I"AIAIrlA"A"' AN A~ . P/rsts  arS
survivina rear r*"PNAI A t A purim construction, with
roof. ~SflJ'J are foSnd onT;""” beneath the addition of the leanto
chimney. rafters on either side of the

-

Stanle to Inventorv foT-T. b"ttOm
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CChMISSON ESSEX 19
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Beniah Titcomb
Property Naee H

Indicate each item on inventoiy fonn which is being continued below.
LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

The addition of the rear dormers, the chimey restoration and the

exterior features of the building are important additions by the
noted restoration and Colonial Revival architect, Norman M |Isham |t
IS unclear whether the raised paneled fireplace walls are original
alterations of the Second Period, or introduced by Isham

SETTI NG

h51l7|A%Aﬁe'At'hAe h(l)l]sAe Wwas re-erectOAed on tﬁill\s/\'/s\f\te 'woﬁ/éjsedo? %t ed {8

oTAaAtle AilANAheA MMM %- J--t-9- °f the View of salt marsSes _a"d
in Ipswich across the inlet The

or castle Hill, the Crane Estate,
sout heastern corner of the str ture faces John Wse Avenue (Route

"MATA A pPAAASh! Essex, for over three hundred years. A
shed used as a garage, a stockade fence, and a covered gateway nea-lv
A AAA ~AAAMV-Athe house from the road. A non-contrigStlng”Srs;
guest house built in the md twentiethcentury was built ve?y close
the house at i tsnortheastern corner, and has recently been J?tache5

with a connecting hyphen. The natural |andscape of this pJope™*y as
well as the buildingson it, are well maintained. Property as

H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON
Benai ah Titcomb

ITESTA9tA'"A~"A""AA'AAN" Titcomb (d. 1676), [
Ao™A Ir |TAAAA"""" (1653-1741), daughter of Richard
G, Ji Sieff"’ 1 ?2p . granddaughter of immgrant dyer Ednund
Gr eeni eaf 1573 16/| A merchant, military officier sea-an-sin

TMA IV N\ S Y-

preneur of tne second generation - a virtual archetype resident of
ATaTAalrToA'AT -T-"ty. I n 1695, Benaiah TI?icomb pSJchLed

a half-acre of land at what is now the corner of Green and Merrimack
Streets in Newburyport and built this house shortly aftS" 1700 S?s
son Ednund Titcomb (1682-1723)" who was a turner and joiner my hale
provided®interior finish woodwork such as stair balusterSaAd pLe!

polici"statLn'i? of Newburyport decided to-build a Georgian Revival
Street, the original location of this dwel-

lino "A? 1SS NANTT
ling. | t was then that Ralph w Burnham of [Ipswich, bought *he
Por”~L ;Ttn"| ~'"A "Ath the utmecs. car;, anf 1.;":-
m tn lA°, TA"A A/"" "M ° re-erecting the house there."
from lAAII"TA 7 Warner, Esqg., purchased the dismantled house

i t as a summer residence on an estate in Esse>

from Burnham to use
and hired Norman M |Isham Architect, to draw up plJns of JJconstruc-

tion to include additional space needed (the la*ge rear former) (3)
| sham was selected because he earlier had been asked by the city of

Staple to Inventorv form at bottnn,
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Indicate each item on inventoiy foi® wiiidi is being contin“aed below

"to make careful measurements of the house" (4) before it

Newburyport
in a book he wrote

was slated for demolition, information which was
on "Early American Houses." (5)

FGOINOTES

L, Peter Benes, Ol d Town and The Waterside. (Newburyport: Histo-
rical Society of O d Newbury, 1986), p. 192.

2= Old Tine New England (Bulletin of the Society forthePerserva-
tion of New England Antiquities), vol. Ill, no. 2, Boston-
June, 1912), p.16.

3. Original linen restoration drawi ngs of the Benaiah Titcomb House
of Newburyport) by Norman M Isham f or Langdon Warner, Esq
Archives of The Society forthe Preservation of New England'
Antiquites; original blueprint copies i npossession of Eric
Jostrom current owner of the Benaiah Titcomb House.

he Pe*serva-

rt
(Boston-

A 0ld Tine New England (Bulletin of the Society fo
tion of New Eng an(jl7Ant|qU|t|es) vol . Il, no. 2,

August, 1911), p

5. Norman Morri son |Isham Earlv American Houses: The Seventeenth
Century, (The Wal pole Society, 1928), p. 32 and fig. 28 on p. 34.

REFERENCES

Benes, Peter. O d-Town and the Waterside. Nev;buryport: Historical
Somety of O d Newbury, 1986.
Grady, Anne Andrus. "The Architectural Miseum An Exhibition.
Boston: Society forthe Preservation of New England A nti-
quities, 1981.

I sham Norman Morrison. Early American Houses and A Gl ossary of
Colonial Architectural Terms. New York: Da Capo Press,
1967. (An unabridged replication of two works published
originally by The Wal pole Society i nseperate volumesin

1928 and 1939 respectively).
Od Time New Enaland (The Bulletin of the Society of the Preserva-

tion of New England Antiquities). Boston. Vol . I, no. 2,
August, 1911, serial no. 4; Vol. Ill, no. 2, July,'1912,
serial no. 7; Vol. IX, no. 1, Novenber, 1918, serial no!
18.

' 1 -4-

Staple to Inventorv fn™ at bottom
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United States Department of the Interior AAMASL
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page

Mul tiple Resource Area
Thematic G oup

Nane First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR

State
Nonmi nation/ Type of Review Dat e/ Signature
71. Putnam Deacon Edward, Jr., House Apeeper JYYNUNYA-PAN ALK AN
Enteredi n
Hat | onal Ke”l at ar Attest
Put nam Janes, Jr., House A~AMM\AAgeiistei AMNNA JTINAANANLT DN Ne [ <gh- AN AN [Ny
Attest
Ross Tavern
74.  Sa'vyer House JAMjional Register
Attest
Entered I ntha .
75. Smth House
Attest
76. Sm th, Hazadi ah, House ~7"oSa"BA/' ANAA! [ TiiNer NXANjyVWWAyN N A?/9Cn
Attest
77. Thorndi ke, Capt. John, Ife”g”ed | a MMeglpex N L T TANNAALAZANN A?AN

national Register  AAAAA

78. Titconb, Benai ah, House fat| oL Begl st ex' AMAANTT P AANIMNNND AN NAfO
Attest
79.  Tufts, Rev. John, House jjotered In the "AKNer C>ANANGS-,  ANAN AN I BV A B
national Registei
Attest
80.  White-Ellery House Atlon I~ Begister CANMANWAAA IAl/U

Attest
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