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5 8 : 0 0 r e a r and r i g h t f a c a d e s 

5 8 : 1 0 ' l o n K i t u d i n a l summer beam i n t o c h i m -
g i r t i n l e f t f i r s t - f l o o r r o o m 

5 8 : 1 6 l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam i n t o c h i m -
g i r t i n r i g h t f i r s t - f l o o r room 

5 8 : 1 1 s t a i r c a s e i n v e s t i b u l e e n t r y w a y 

5 8 : 1 3 s t a i r c a s e i n v e s t i b u l e e n t r y w a y 

5 8 : 2 2 b l a d e d s c a r f j o i n t i n u p p e r h a l l w a y 

19 

Town Essex 

Address 189 J o h n Wise Avenue 

H i s t o r i c Name B e n a i a h T i t c o m b House 

Use: Present r e s i d e n c e  

O r i g i n a l r e s i d e n c e 

DESCRIPTION 

Date s h o r t l y a f t e r 1700 

Source A b b o t t L o w e l l Cumraines 

5 8 : 2 0 f r o n t - e n d c o r n e r p o s t , end t i e , f r o n t j ^ y - j g F i r s t P e r i o d 
p l a t e , summer t i e , and j o i s t s o f l e f t ~ 

Sketch Man 
:hjam 1 De r Architect . unkn own 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards 

O u t b u i l d i n g s s h e d / g a r a g e - 20th c, 

198CS 
guest house - 2 0 t h c. attahhec bv hvohen 

Major Alterations (with dates) 1917: lar 

r e a r d o r m e r d e s i g n e d by N . M, I sham 
20thc^guest house a t tached to house .- i a t e i980s 

Condition good 

d i s m a n t l e d i n N e w b u r v p o r t - " 1 9 1 
Moved ves r e - e r e c t e d i n Essex - 1 9 1 ' 

Acreage 3-8 acres 

Setting-- amid open f i e l d s and wooded 

are a s ; a r u r a l s e t t i n g though not 

a u t h e n t i c t o t h i s urban house 

rn REFERENCE _ 

:-2S QUADRANGLE 

Z E N 

19 / 352-700 / 4723-450 

Ipswich 

ALE 1:23,000 

Recorded by James K v p r i a n o s 

O r g a n i z a t i o n B o s t o n U n i v e r s i t y 

Date December 1 985 / 1989 
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Property Nane: ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Titcomb 
House 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
SIGNIFICANCE 

The Benaiah Titcomb House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of design, m a t e r i a l s 
workmanship, a s s o c i a t i o n , and f e e l i n g i n i t s F i r s t - P e r i o d frame which 
embodies d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of form and c o n s t r u c t i o n under 
c r i t e r i o n C. I t s c e n t r a l chimney, d o u b l e - c e l l plan e v o l v i n g i n t o a 
leanto form i s very t y p i c a l f o r many F i r s t - P e r i o d Houses i n Massachu­
s e t t s . This house i s p a r t i c u l a r l y s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s o r i g i n a l , 
F i r s t - P e r i o d s t a i r c a s e p o s s i b l y the f i n e s t of a s u r v i v i n g few the 
s u r v i v i n g evidence f o r the e x t e r i o r p l a s t e r cove cornice, the'com­
p l e t e l y i n t a c t and exposed i n t e r i o r frame from both i t s f i r s t and 
second phase, and the hewn overhangs which were continued along the 
sides when the second-phase leanto was added. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

the house's re-erect?nn ^^'^^^^^^^^ even p i t c h . At the time of 
reconstlSc!eS%!?^^SA°^^g^i55^?J^te the ̂ '̂"P̂ ^ chimney was 
applied to each face AoAe tAe foof T I A T T A ' ' ' ^ ^ P^^-^ters 
along the f r o n t and both sides Af l ^ . Two-inch hewn overhangs extend 
The l i n e s of the o v e r h i n a l aJe A A ^ T ^ " " ^ ^^^^^ l e v e l s 
leanto. On the . n a i n l ^ c K e ' ^ ^ h r S ^ ^ r : ? f A ^ ^ ' ' ^ ^ ^^^ed 
s i s t s of a wooden t r a n s i t i o n moIdiJa .hf ^ A ^ ^ " ^ ' " ' ' ' ^ cornice con-
curve w i t h a rabbetted groove o A l t t A ^ "̂"̂ ^ reverse cyma 
upper edge of the top course o r c l a n h n S S'' ^ ' ^ T ^^^^^^ receives the 
side r a i l s of the c h L b e r winSowJ "^ThJ ^ ' ' A ^ ' - ° ^'^^ tenons of the 
are modern, but occupy a p p r o > i S a t . i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ wide casement windows 
which were preserved deSpi?J J h r ! ? ^ A ^ o r i g i n a l window openings 

LH:2°frL-t^HDS^^^ 
MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

B u i l t sometime a f t e r i7nn 
House was . ? ' f ^ - s t phas» o ' -

' Chambers which might haJe 

- 1 -

Staple to Inventorv form at bottoin 
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Indicate each item on inventoiy form whiA is being continued below. 

ended w i t h lamb's tongue stops as i n d i c a t e d by the rear corner oost 
The four g i r t s and the small post at the r i g h ? of the f i r e p l a c e sSp^ 
T l 2 A ' ) T A A A ^ ' A ' A ' A ^ ^ continuously running wide qSJS beJds 
^ i y ^ y A ^ ° ^ 9 i t M d i n a l summer beam (11" x il" x 16') i s decorated 
w i t h f l a t chamfers and lamb's tongue stops (which are now miss^Sg a f 
i T n t T l n T l l " ' ^ " ^ - "̂ ^̂  "^^-^9 J o i n t s are 21" apart. Abo^e ^h? 
/ A i A r econs t ruc t ed hearth i s a large p l a s t e r cove r i s i n j up 
are A n A A T ^ ^ ^""^^^ r a i s e d - f i e l d panelled chimney w a l l anS door 

SoH ^ o r i g i n a l and t r a n s i t i o n a l to the Second-Period. Over 
the modern casement of the end w a l l i s a cut i n t o the g i r t i n d i c J t i n a 
t h a t I t had p r e v i o u s l y received Second-Period sash. This i s alsS 
s u b s t a n t i a t e d by o l d photographs taken i n Newburyport before t h A 
house was dismantled i n 1911. cj-uxe i.ne 

The frame of the r i g h t f i r s t - f l o o r room (17- x 19'6"), also e n t i r e l v 
e^c^pt f o r % h r i r ' " ? i d e n t i c a l l y as i t s counterpart i n Jh^ !e ^^oom 
t 7 d e % A A ^ o e a d s A l 2 5 ^ A " l ^ r " A ""̂ '̂  "̂""̂  chamfered w i t h 
t h l Ai rAs A A A A ^ ^ A ^^^^""^ely terminate before reaching ' 
l A i i A A A A I ^ ' ^̂ '"̂ '̂  tongues placed d i r e c t l y upon the 
^ A l l hasAAe l a ^ " / ' " ' ' ' A . '̂̂ '̂ '̂  ^P^-^- chimney • 
Ts a ^ T . A A p o s s i b l y o r i g i n a l Second-Period treatment. There 
-IS a plaster cove again over the reconstructed fireplace and the same 
Snd t^AA^-""^' A^ photographs show that this roA^s 
SSuse w i . ° ^ ^ ' " ^ ^ ^ ' " " ^ '^"^^^ ^" downtown Newburyport (?he 
^ Z A A A A^ '^^ '^^y loca ted at 4 Green Str e e t i n NewburypoJ?. ) Housel 
forced to be o r i e n t e d p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y t o s t r e e t s because of the 
r T / Z A ' A l "^'^'^ ^^^^ - was Benaiah Tl.comb's, u s u a l l y had t h e i r p a r l o r s look onto the s t r e e t This 

A e l i i A A - A ^ ^P^^'^' unusual treatment of the summer 
beam m a room which probably o r i g i n a l l y served as a p a r l o r . 

l o l l T A A / A n A ' ^ ^ ^ v e s t i b u l e i s a F i r s t - P e r i o d s t a i r c a s e b u i l t as a 
j t Y L A A p r o p o r t i o n s than u s u a l l y done at t h i s time. 

A A ^ I ""^A ̂ ^ ^ ^ s ^ ^ i i y wide winders and short stubby b a l u s t e r s w i t h a 

w?t'h"app!?e^^^^^ ' ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ' ^ ^ s t a i r c a s e I s a She:^herwal! 
/ A moldings to create the v i s u a l e f f e c t of panels. Cut i n t o 
t h i s w a l l IS a door which o r i g i n a l l y l e d to the c e l l a J . The j o i s t s I n 
the e n t r y are l a t e examples of tusk tenon j o i s t J o i n t s . The upper 

n S l ^ T L l ^ r L r p S . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ -

i T d A l v T T o T s t s T t I A \ : T l ' ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ - tops 
f l a r e d . T ^ ' l ^ A l A l r i A ^ A ^ ' t : ^ . ^ : A ~ P^sts arS 
s u r v i v i n a rear r ^ P ^ / A l A t "̂ '"̂  p u r i m c o n s t r u c t i o n , w i t h 
r o o f . ^ S f l J ' J are foSnd onT;""^ beneath the a d d i t i o n of the leanto 
chimney. ° " r a f t e r s on e i t h e r s ide of the 

•2-

S t a n l e t o I n v e n t o r v foT-T. b ^ t t 
om 
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LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The a d d i t i o n of the rear dormers, the chimney r e s t o r a t i o n and the 
e x t e r i o r features of the b u i l d i n g are important a d d i t i o n s by the 
noted r e s t o r a t i o n and C o l o n i a l Revival a r c h i t e c t , Norman M. Isham I t 
IS unclear whether the r a i s e d paneled f i r e p l a c e w a l l s are o r i g i n a l 
a l t e r a t i o n s of the Second Period, or introduced by Isham. 

SETTING 

I T l l ^ Z A . A i A r ' " ^ ° ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ' ^ ^ wooded areas. I n 
1917, when the house was re-erected on t h i s s i t e , i t was o r i e n t e d to 

o T A a A t l e A i l A ^ A h e A ^ ^ ^ % - J - - t - 9 - °f the View of s a l t marsSes a^d 
or c a s t l e H i l l , the Crane Estate, i n Ipswich across the i n l e t The 
southeastern corner of the s t r u c t u r e faces John Wise Avenue (Route 

tllAAhlAaicApLAsĥ ^ conn:c:;d̂?psw!ch 
^ t A i A A P^^^sh' Essex, f o r over three hundred years. A 
shed used as a garage, a stockade fence, and a covered gateway nea-lv 
A A A A ^ ^ ^ \ - ^ t h e house from the road. A n o n - c o n t r i g S t l n g ^ S r S ; 
guest house b u i l t i n the mid t w e n t i e t h century was b u i l t ve?y close 
the house at i t s northeastern corner, and has r e c e n t l y been J?tache5 
w i t h a connecting hyphen. The n a t u r a l landscape of t h i s pJope^^y as 
w e l l as the b u i l d i n g s on i t , are w e l l maintained. Property as 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

l T 6 5 T A 9 t A ' " ^ ~ ' ^ " ' A A ' ^ A ^ ' ' Titcomb (d. 1676), Benaiah Titcomb 
A o ^ A I r i T A A A A ^ ' ' ^ ^ (1653-1741), daughter of Richard 
G;JiSieff'M?-;/?p' ; . granddaughter of immigrant dyer Edmund 
Greenieaf (1573-16/i). A merchant, m i l i t a r y o f f i c i e r sea-an-sin 

™ "̂or?;:'s'̂ "̂ '̂ ' ^̂ '''̂  anragS;e::i;:';;̂ r;-
preneur of tne second generation - a v i r t u a l archetype r e s i d e n t of 
A T a T A a l r T o A ' A T - T - ^ t y . I n 1695, Benaiah Tl?icomb pSJchLed 
a h a l f - a c r e of land at what i s now the corner of Green and Merrimack 
Streets i n Newburyport and b u i l t t h i s house s h o r t l y a f t S ^ 1700 S?s 
son Edmund Titcomb (1682-1723)^ who was a t u r n e r and j o i n e r may haJe 
p r o v i d e d ^ i n t e r i o r f i n i s h woodwork such as s t a i r b a l u s t e r S a A d p L e ! 
p o l i c i ' s t a t L n ' i ? of Newburyport decided t o - b u i l d a Georgian Revival 
l i n o "^? iSS ^ A ^ " " S t r e e t , the o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n of t h i s dwel­
l i n g . I t was then t h a t Ralph W. Burnham, of Ipswich, bought ^he 
P o r ^ L ; T t n ' l ^ ' ' A - " ^ t h the utmcs. car;, a n f 1.;^:-
m t n l A ° , T A " A A / " " '"̂ ^ ° ' r e - e r e c t i n g the house there." 
from l A A l l ' A ^ Warner, Esq., purchased the dismantled house 
from Burnham to use i t as a summer residence on an e s t a t e i n Esse>' 
and h i r e d Norman M. Isham, A r c h i t e c t , to draw up plJns of JJconstruc-
t i o n t o include a d d i t i o n a l space needed (the la^ge rear former) (3) 
Isham was s e l e c t e d because he e a r l i e r had been asked by the c i t y of 

Staple to Inventorv form at bottnn, 
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Newburyport " to make c a r e f u l measurements of the house" (4) be fo re i t 
was s l a t e d f o r d e m o l i t i o n , i n f o r m a t i o n which was i n a book he wrote 
on "Ear ly American Houses." (5) 

FOOTNOTES 

1 , Peter Benes, Old Town and The Waterside. (Newburyport: H i s t o ­
r i c a l Society of Old Newbury, 1986), p. 192. 

2- Old Time New England ( B u l l e t i n of the Society f o r the Perserva-
t i o n of New England A n t i q u i t i e s ) , v o l . I l l , no. 2, Boston-
June, 1912), p.16. 

3. O r i g i n a l l i n e n r e s t o r a t i o n drawings of the Benaiah Titcomb House 
of Newburyport) by Norman M. Isham f o r Langdon Warner, Esq 
Archives of The Society f o r the Preservation of New England' 
A n t i q u i t e s ; o r i g i n a l b l u e p r i n t copies i n possession of Eric 
Jostrom, c u r r e n t owner of the Benaiah Titcomb House. 

^ ' Old Time New England ( B u l l e t i n of the Society f o r the Pe^^serva-
t i o n of New England A n t i q u i t i e s ) , v o l . I I , no. 2, (Boston-
August, 1911), p. 17. 

5. Norman Morrison Isham, Earlv American Houses: The Seventeenth 
Century, (The Walpole Society, 1928), p. 32 and f i g . 28 on p. 34. 
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August, 1911, s e r i a l no. 4; Vol. I l l , no. 2, J u l y , ' l 9 l 2 , 
s e r i a l no. 7; Vol. IX, no. 1, November, 1918, s e r i a l no! 
1 8 . 
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