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FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Exp. 36 Roll 2

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and

other buildings. Indicate north.
OTM- 5.
' J9/Z(b0/ZOINASITZO
(over)

30M-5-77

In Area no. Form no.
[i]J.-0
1 Town Worcester
Address ~1 Oread Street
Edward Stark House >
Name
Present u2= residential

Edward P, and Darlene
Present owner Paquette

130 Lake Ave. 01bOZ|

Description:
Date ca.l 880

Source building notice
Style Queen Anne
Architect  J.B, Woodworth
Exterior wall fabric brick
Outbuildings (describe) ¢ none

Other features rounded bay with turret

sandstone banding, stone lintels,

some corbelling, wooden porch

Altered no Date
Moved no Date

_ Assessors' Book 6, p,27
Lot size: 16 12,1413 sq.ft.

Ore acre or less X Over one acre

Approximate frontage ~O'

Approximate distance of building from street

30'
o Hulter

Recorded by ed. B.R. Pfeiffer
Organization Heritage Pres. Soc,

Date January 1978



_ . Edward |1, Stark
7. Original owner (if knolyn)

residence
Or/i\ginal use .
Subsequent uses (if any) and da’ges lodging house (present)

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/
The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry ZZZZ  Sociall
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development X Political Transportation
9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) *

Resenbling the plan of the nearby Norcross Brothers' Houses (Forms |IM-
I1fl-B-3 and I1"1-E), the Edward Stark House i s an early exanmple of Queen
Anne st¥|e architecture. The house is two-and-one-half stories high,
rising troma foundation of rock-faced sandstone; upper stories are built
of pressed brick with dressed sandstone trim  Major features of the
house's asymmetrical facade are a rounded bay (which rises tocorbelling,
a gabled dormer andturret), a porch with turned posts, double front
doors, gable with decorativebriclcwork andchanfered sandstone w ndov;
lintels. 1 naddition the propertyretains i tsoriginal granite stoops
and retaining wall along Oread Street. At present the Stark House i s
unal tered and, togt™“ther with its neighbor (the Charles Pitch House -
Formlij.l-in, serves as arare remnder of the appearance of the O ead
Street neighborhood when it was the honme of many of the city's manufac-
turers during the late nineteenthcentury.

Edward Stark (1829-1900) was a native of Halifax, Vermont who cane
to V.'orcester i nl1850. | nl186" Edward Stark andhis brother, QN, formed
a partnership as EH Stark o Co., boot and shojs manufacturers. Although.’
Stark isnot listed at 21 Oread Street inlocal directories until 188,
a building notice for the house was publishedin|880. This notice gave
the house's estimated cost as $15, 000 and naned J. B, Wodworth as both
architect andbuilder. Little is knovm of Woodworth, except that he
practiced architecture inWrcester from 1877 until his death in|893»
The |argest nunmber of Wodworth's known designs are simple cottages and
three-storey apartment bl ocks, none of which equal the high quality of
the Stark House.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

City atlases and directories.
Am.erican Architect and Building liews, vol. VIII, 8/7/1880, p.71.
Viashburn, C. Industrial Worcester p.238*

Nutt, C. History of Worcester, vol. I |1l ,p. 388 (biography of V/m N, Stark)
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



