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ENTRY DATE

Gen.Sylvanus Thayer-Sirteit"laee (use for publication) (O"iF

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Thayer House
2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

786 Washington Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Braintree
STATE CODE
M assachusetts uxs
3. CLASSIFICATION
E?&if%i:; OWNERSHIP
District n Building Public Public Acquisition:
Site Structure g] Private
Object Both

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
{ | Agricultural f7~I Government Pork
1 1 Commercial i | Industrial I | Private Residence
I ) Educational Military I 1 Religious
Q Entertainment 5n Museum I | Scientific
4. OWNER OF PROPeRTY
OWNER'S NAME:
Braintree Historical Society

STREET AND NUMBER:
786 Washington Street
CITY OR TOWN :

Braintree
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
Norfol k County Registry of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Dedham

76. «EPRESINTATION {N EXISTtNG SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

I I In Process

i | Being Considered

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
11th
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Norfolk

STATUS

CD Occupied
I I Unoccupied
| | Preservotion work

in progress

Transportation®~/\”

Other fSpeifv'”?

STATE:

Massachusetts

STATE

Massachusetts

Inventory of Historic Assets of t heComonweal th

DATE OF SURVEY: I \/\,7 Federol
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

STREET AND
40 Beacon Street
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Boston
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STATE:
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17 DESCRIPTION

(Cliecfc One;
[2 Excellent . Good . Fc I | Deteriorated . Ruins r~I  Unexposed

(Checfc One; CChec/t One;

CONDITION

A Altered . Unaltered +j0* Moved . Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRES ENT AND ORIGINAL (H known; PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Gen, Syl vanus Thayer Birthplace was originally located at 1505Washi ngt on
Street and was noved t oits present location at 786 Washi ngton Street i n 1958
The original 1720 structure was a 2-story 8-room center chimmey ridge roof
house, 5 bays wide and 1 deep. C 1760 a rear lean-to was added and t he centra
chimey was altered t onake thelarge fireplace i nthekitchen. Double hung
wi ndows replaced theoriginal front |eaded wi ndows and cl apboards were added
over t heexposed siding boards of theexterior. C 1800 a closed hip-roof
entrance porch was added t ot he facade, thedoor flanked by side lights and
Doric pilasters. Between 1800 and 1820 t heinterior beans and corner posts
were boxed i nand t hewal | papers changed. C 1846 a |h story salt box shed,

5 bays by 3 bays, was added t ot he southern gable end of thestructure. This
extension was slightly enlarged for caretaker's quarters c.1960. The house

is covered with unpainted clapboard and redtrim

The interior retains itsoriginal sheathing, panelling and fireplaces. Origi-
nal wal | paper has been found and duplicated. | ntheKeeping Robomi st he nost
unusual architectural feature of t hehouse- a sunken Buttery with brick floor,
brick cooling tank, and shelves lining thefour sides.

The house sits on a broad residential street and i swell landscaped with trees

and shrubs. A split rail fence surrounds t heback yard where a period herbal
garden has been planted.
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SIGNIFtCANCI
PERIOD CCfteck One or More as Appropriate)

Pre-Columbion | . 16th Century 0  18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century . 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (It Applicable ar*d  Known) 1/2U
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Cfieck One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal A Education . Ppolitical I I Urban Planning
I 1 Prehistoric A Engineering . Religion/Phi. - Other (Specify;
Historic I | Industry losophy
I | Agriculture [ I Invention Q Science
Architecture I | Landscape 1 1 Sculpture
Art Architecture [ 1 Socio I/Humon-
I I Commerce I | Literature itorion
[ I Communications Military Q Theater

[

Conservation Music I | Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE.

Gen. Sylvanus Thayer's birthplace and boyhood hone stands as a nenorial t o
the man known as t he "Father of West Point" and as t heoriginator ot techno-
logical education i ntheUnited States. The house, an excellent exanple of
its time and period, was begun in-1720 by Sylvanus' great-great-grandfather,
Nat hani e® Th”er. Sylvanus was born there i n 1785.

Syl vanus Thayer nade his primary contribution t oAnerican history i nthe fie]jd
of education. | twas he who brought theUnited States Military Acadeny at
Vst Point t oitshigh standards of excellence. As Commandant of t he Acadenfi
for 16 years, from 1817-1833, Thayer placed an indelible stanp onthemilitary
life of our nation. The progressive educational methods he initiated, anong
themt he honor system arestill i n useat Wst Point and have been copied
all over theworld.

Thayer was sent overseas i nl1815t ostudy themilitary systens of Europe and
particularly thescience of war as practiced i nthearny of Napoleon. He
arrived i nthekEnglish Channel 2 days after Waterloo androde into Paris with
the staff of theDuke of Wellington. Gn his return, Thayer brought withhim
the first extensive technological library i ntheUnited States, with which he
established a college-level course i nengineering at Wst Point, 50 years be-
fore any other such course.

In 1837 Thayer took charge of devel oping t hedefenses of theAtlantic seaboard;
Fort Warren i n Boston Harbor ( @ NH) i sone of thefortifications for which
he drew t heplans. Thayer was again i nEurope i n1842, t ostudy military
fortifications and science on thecontinent. |1 n1853heretired as Brigadier
General t ospend theclosing years of his life i n Braintree. Though too old
for active service during theCivil War, Thayer returned fromretirement to
serve as military advisor for theUnion Arny.

Thayer had attended Dartmouth College for 4 years, |eading his class, and

was preparing his valedictory when he was called t oenter West Point. He lef|t
i mmedi ately, saying, "Wen your country wants youit must not wait." Loyal

to theschool fromwhich he had not graduated, Thayer established and endowed
the Thayer School of - Civil Engineering (forgraduate study) at Dartmouthi n
1867. He was also t he founder of Thayer Acadeny, a preparatory school, and
Thayer HA4lic Library, both i nBraintree.

Thayer sold theBirthplace i n176 andi t was subsequently thehone of three

Diher families. | nl1957thehouse was given t ot heBraintree Historical Soci

i;tv andnoved t oi t spresent location. The building has been restoredto the
cont'd



['l; MIORB BLI GCRAPH CAt REFEREINCES

West Point Society of New England, Gen.Sylvanus Thayer, panphlet, 1960.
Dictionary of American Biographies, Chicago ,1970.
Braintree Historical Society, Gen.Sylvanus Thayer Birthplace, panpllet,197|4.
Records of theBraintree Historical Society.
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10 GEG3APH CAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUnRE AND LONGI"» IDE COORDINATES
DEFINING Thii LtrATILR POIN | OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 42 ° 12 - 22 71 0"00 - 17 -
NE
SE
SW
APPROXI MATE ACREAGE OF NOMI NATED PROPERTY:
- . less .than 1:..aere -
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTYAtTO pi
COUNTY
m
COUNTY:
COUNTY:
70
m. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TITLE: i . . .
M ndy Arbo,N.R Editor, for Elizabeth Amadon, Acting Exec.Director n
ORG ANl ZATI ON DATE
Massachusetts Historical Commission 11/21/68
STREET AND NUMBER:
40 Beacon Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Boston 617-727-8470 Massachusetts 02108
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

Afe the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated accordine; to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
le\el of significance of this nomination is:

| hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Director, Ottice ol Archeology and Hiatorie Preservation

State . Local r~I
T>ife
Name
‘retary of t he Conmonweal th
Title | ai rman, Massachusetts Historici 1
Commi ssi on
Date Date

ir U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-147/1442 3-1
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Gen. Syl vanus Thayer Birthplace
8. Sl G\ FI CANCE

period of Thayers boyhood and nowserves as a conmunity historical center.
The Cen. Syl vanus Thayer Birthplace was certified as a Massachusetts Historic
Landnmark Novenber 21, 1968.
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WORKING NUMBER 7> '/, 13 6~3

TECH REVIEW
PHOTGS
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MEMORANDUM
OF CALL

TO:

g¥_  Q YOUWERE VISTED BY—
g-YOU WERE CALLED

OF (@f%iization] f

COBIERY

Q-'PCEASE CALL . .
Q ISWAITING TO SEE YOU
A

WILL CALL AGAIN T

n_ WISHES AN APPOINTMENT

[+ RETURNED YOUR CALL U A"mA )
MESSAGE
RECHVED BV DATE /
"63-165
FANCIRD AEBMI 63 «ftU. S. OPO:1»7J—509-SS3

RVISD AUGST 1957
ATUAVR (A1 OR) 101-116



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE MSSACHEBETTS
Date Entered DEC /™ 1974

Nane Location

Thayer, General Sylvanus, House Braintree
Norfol k County

Al'so Notified

Hon. Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Edward W Brooke Hon. John F X Davoren
Hon. Janes A Burke Secretary of the Commonweal t h
Chai rman, Massachusetts Historical
Regional Director, North Atlantic Conmi ssi on
Regi on 40 Beacon Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Mvbt t/ cha 12-11-74



























