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1 NAME 

COMMON: I J - f ' ^ - ^ x « -

Gen.Sylvanus Thayer-Sirteit^laee (use f o r p u b l i c a t i o n ) (_ O'̂  i!!* , 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Thayer House 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

786 Washington S t r e e t 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

B r a i n t r e e 
C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

11th 
S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
CODE C O U N T Y : CODE 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts U25 N o r f o l k 021 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

C A T E G O R Y 

(•Check O n e ; 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t ^ B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

• P u b l i c 

g ] P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

i I B e i n g Cons ide red 

CD Occup ied 

I I Unoccup ied 

I I P r e s e r v o t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

|X] R e s t r i c t e d 

[ I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESEN T US E (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

{ I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 1 Commerc ia l 

I ) E d u c a t i o n a l 

Q En te r ta inment 

f7~l Government 

i I I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

5n Museum 

• Pork 

I I P r i v a t e Res idence 

I 1 R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

• T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ^ ^ / \ ^ 

• Other f S p e i ^ v ' ^ 

4. OWNER OF PROPeRTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Braintree H i s t o r i c a l Society 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

786 Washington Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

B r a i n t r e e 
S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 025 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Norfolk County Registry of Deeds 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

n 

o i 
3^ < 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Dedham 

6̂. «£PRES|NTATION {N EXISTtNG SURVEYS 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 025 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth 
IW7 D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • F e d e r o l ^ State 1 1 Coun ty • L o c o l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

40 Beacon S t r e e t 

ft 
o 
c4 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Boston 
S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 025 



17 DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
[ 2 E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fc 

(C/iecfc O n e ; 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins r~l Unexposed 

(Checfc O n e ; 

^ A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

CChec/t O n e ; 

•jO^ Moved • O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ; P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Gen,Sylvanus Thayer Birthplace was o r i g i n a l l y located at 1505 Washington 
Street and was moved to i t s present location at 786 Washington Street i n 1958 
The o r i g i n a l 1720 structure was a 2-story 8-room center chimney ridge roof 
house, 5 bays wide and 1 deep. C.1760 a rear lean-to was added and the centra 
chimney was altered to make the large fireplace i n the kitchen. Double hung 
windows replaced the o r i g i n a l f r o n t leaded windows and clapboards were added 
over the exposed siding boards of the exterior. C. 1800 a closed hip-roof 
entrance porch was added to the facade, the door flanked by side l i g h t s and 
Doric p i l a s t e r s . Between 1800 and 1820 the i n t e r i o r beams and corner posts 
were boxed i n and the wallpapers changed. C.1846 a Ih story s a l t box shed, 
5 bays by 3 bays, was added to the southern gable end of the structure. This 
extension was s l i g h t l y enlarged for caretaker's quarters c.1960. The house 
i s covered with unpainted clapboard and red t r i m . 

The i n t e r i o r retains i t s o r i g i n a l sheathing, panelling and fireplaces. O r i g i ­
nal wallpaper has been found and duplicated. I n the Keeping Room i s the most 
unusual arc h i t e c t u r a l feature of the house- a sunken Buttery with brick f l o o r , 
brick cooling tank, and shelves l i n i n g the four sides. 

The house s i t s on a broad r e s i d e n t i a l street and i s well landscaped with trees 
and shrubs. A s p l i t r a i l fence surrounds the back yard where a period herbal 
garden has been planted. 
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S I G N I F t C A N C i 

PERIOD CCfteck One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i o n I • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

0 18th Ce ntur y 

• 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (It Applicable ar^d Known) 1/2U 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Cfieck One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

I 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I I Commerce 

[ I Commun ica t i ons 

[ I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

^ E d u c a t i o n 

^ E ng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

[ I I n ven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

Q Sc ience 

1 1 Scu lp ture 

[ 1 Socio l /Humon-

i t o r i o n 

Q Thea te r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other ( S p e c i f y ; 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E . 

Gen. Sylvanus Thayer's birthplace and boyhood home stands as a memorial to 
the man known as the "Father of West Point" and as the originator ot techno­
l o g i c a l education i n the United States. The house, an excellent example of 
i t s time and period, was begun in-1720 by Sylvanus' great-great-grandfather, 
Nathanie^ Th^er. Sylvanus was born there i n 1785. 

Sylvanus Thayer made his primary contribution to American history i n the fie]jd 
of education. I t was he who brought the United States M i l i t a r y Academy at 
West Point to i t s high standards of excellence. As Commandant of the Academ̂ i 
for 16 years, from 1817-1833, Thayer placed an indelib l e stamp on the m i l i t a r y 
l i f e of our nation. The progressive educational methods he i n i t i a t e d , among 
them the honor system, are s t i l l i n use at West Point and have been copied 
a l l over the world. 

Thayer was sent overseas i n 1815 to study the m i l i t a r y systems of Europe and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y the science of war as practiced i n the army of Napoleon. He 
arrived i n the English Channel 2 days after Waterloo and rode into Paris with 
the s t a f f of the Duke of Wellington. On his return, Thayer brought with him 
the f i r s t extensive technological l i b r a r y i n the United States, with which he 
established a college-level course i n engineering at West Point, 50 years be­
fore any other such course. 

In 1837 Thayer took charge of developing the defenses of the Atlantic seaboard; 
Fort Warren i n Boston Harbor ( a NHL) i s one of the f o r t i f i c a t i o n s for which 
he drew the plans. Thayer was again i n Europe i n 1842, to study m i l i t a r y 
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s and science on the continent. I n 1853 he r e t i r e d as Brigadier 
General to spend the closing years of his l i f e i n Braintree. Though too old 
for active service during the C i v i l War, Thayer returned from retirement to 
serve as m i l i t a r y advisor for the Union Army. 

Thayer had attended Dartmouth College for 4 years, leading his class, and 
was preparing his valedictory when he was called to enter West Point. He lef|t 
immediately, saying, "When your country wants you i t must not wait." Loyal 
to the school from which he had not graduated, Thayer established and endowed 
the Thayer School of - C i v i l Engineering (for graduate study) at Dartmouth i n 
1867. He was also the founder of Thayer Academy, a preparatory school, and 
Thayer Pi±ilic Library, both i n Braintree. 

Thayer sold the Birthplace i n 1^6 and i t was subsequently the home of three  
Dther families. I n 1957 the house was given to the Braintree H i s t o r i c a l Soci  
i;tv and moved to i t s present location. The building has been restored to the 

cont'd 
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10 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L A T I T U n E A N D L O N G I " ^ I D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T h i i L t r ^ T I L R P O I N I O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

42 ° 12 • 22 • 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

71 o " 00 • 17 -

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

less than 1 acre — • x q B B — u i i e t i i — — C H J J . q — = -
L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N TY^- tTO y p i 

COUNTY 

COUNTY: 

COUNTY: 

m. FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Mindy Arbo,N.R.Editor, for Elizabeth Amadon, Acting Exec.Director 
ORG ANI Z A Tl ON 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
D A T E 

11/21/68 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

40 Beacon Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 617-727-8470 

12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

A'fe the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and cert ify that it has been 

evaluated accordine; to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

le \e l of significance of this nomination is: 

State • Local r~l 

Name 

Ti t le 

Date 

:retary of the Commonwealth 
lairman,Massachusetts Historic 

Commission 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 02108 
C O D E 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby cert ify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Ottice ol Archeology and Hiatorie Preservation 

T>ife 

i 1 

Date 
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Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

S T A T E 

Maslsachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

N o r f o l k 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

(Number all entries) „ r> -i mi- • j_i i 

Gen.Sylvanus Thayer Birthplace 
8. SIGNIFICANCE 

period of Thayers boyhood and now serves as a community h i s t o r i c a l center. 
The Gen.Sylvanus Thayer Birthplace was c e r t i f i e d as a Massachusetts Historic 
Landmark November 21, 1968. 

GPO 921.724 



PROPER 

WORKING NUMBER ^> l ' / , 13 6~3 

TECH REVIEW 
PHOTOS ,  

MAPS / 

CONTROL REVIEW 

•:• : • . • • ' ' ^ OK 
HISTORIAN 

ARbn^LOGlST Tit'» st^uc-t^re tto* IP««*^ '''^^Hl'^'^.ft^'"*^ " ^ i ^ f ^ l ^ 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up I -1 - ^ - '7<̂ - 

Federal Register entry 2̂  — V̂ "'>5̂  

Send-back 

Re-submit. 

Entered ilEC. 3 1974 



MEMORANDUM 
OF CALL 

TO: 

g-YOU WERE CALLED 

organization] f 

gY__ Q YOU WERE VISITED BY— 

OF (Organii 

PHONE NO. 
CODE/EXT. Q-'PCEASE CALL • 

• WILL CALL AGAIN ^ . . _ „ T 

. n WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 
[ • RETURNED YOUR CALL U ^'""'^ . 

Q IS WAITING TO SEE YOU 

MESSAGE 

RECEIVED BV 

D FORM 63 

DATE / 

"63-165 

STANDftRO FOM 
REVISED AUGUST 1967 
^ FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

• f t U . S . O P O : 1»7J—509-SS3 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered DEC ̂  1974 

Name Location 

Thayer, General Sylvanus, House Braintree 
Norfolk County 

Also Notifie d 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Hon. Edward W. Brooke 
Hon. James A. Burke 

Regional Director, North A t l a n t i c 
Region 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Hon. John F.X. Davoren 
Secretary of the Commonwealth 
Chairman, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 

Commission 
40 Beacon Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

MMott/cha 12-11-74 


















