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1. Name of Property
historic name N. Law Office
other names/site number _Resource #WH0026

2. Location

street & number 104 East Race Street not for publication ,; / »
clty, town Searcy vieinity N/A
state Arkansas code AR county White code 145 zip code 771,13

3. Classification
Ownership of Property

Category of Property Number of Resources within Property

(X private X bullding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
(] public-local district ] bulldings
[ public-State site sites
(] public-Federal structure structures
object objects
1 sianassTol

Name of related multiple property listing:
Histori

(o)
4. State/Federal A

Number of contributing resources previously
listed In the National Register _N/A

ency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1866, as amended, | hereby certify that this
B nomination (] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
Nationa| Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 80.

In my, ion, Ahe property eets 8 not mooylho National Register criteria. "] see continuation shest.
Signature of certifyji official Date
—Arkansas Historic Preservation Program

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [CImeets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. (] see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

[Jentered in the National Register.
[:] See continuation sheet.

[ determined eligible for the National
Register. D See continuation sheet.

[ determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[]removed from the National Register.
[ other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Commerce/Trade / Law Office

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Commerce/Trade/ Professional

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Other: Commercial Vernacular

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation __Stone

walls brick
roof asphalt
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[x] see continuation sheet
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Description

Commercial buildings of the Railroad Era (1870-1914) mirrored current architectural trends.
Builders during this period in White County did not construct many high-style buildings; they instead
used architectural details from these styles to elaborate their basically vernacular buildings. The Jesse
N. Cypert Law Office is no exception to this.

Located at 104 E. Race Street, this building was constructed less than one block northeast of
the courthouse square in Searcy. The building is one-story in height, rectangular in shape and of brick
construction. Even though it was constructed c. 1880, it is still in good condition. Its main, or south
elevation consists of centrally placed double doors that are flanked by double-pane fixed frame
windows. Facade decoration consists of three corbelled brick bays housing the doors and windows.
A single metal vent is found in the upper portions of each bay; a simple decorative brick comice caps
the structure. The building has a flat roof with parapet. A single centrally placed door accesses the
north elevation of the structure. Two symmetrically arranged corbelled brick chimneys are found along
the interior wall of the east elevation.



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[T nationally [ statewide [X]ocally
Applicable National Register Criteria [ JA [xIB [x]Cc []D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ |8 [Jc [Jo [Je [JF e

Significant Dates
c.1880

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance
ARCHITECTURE c, 1880
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
Cypert, Jesse N, unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[X] see continuation sheet
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Significance

Through the years this building has housed not only the law office but also a bus stop, cafe
and currently an abstract company. This structure, however, is significant for the people associated
with the original law firm and for its architectural integrity.

Jesse N. Cypert was born in Wayne County, Tennessee in 1823. He grew up in this county
and studied law there. Sometime after 1849, he moved to Georgia before coming to Crittenden
County, Arkansas, in 1858. Cypert moved to Searcy in 1861 and opened his law practice as well as
being an editor of the town’s newspaper. He was also part of a group of attormeys that laid the
groundwork for organizing a state bar association. Soon after, however, he joined the Confederate
army and rose to the rank of major. After the war he returned to his law practice and continued in
it until at least 1890.

Cypert was very active in politics and served in the conventions that both voted to secede from
the union and the one that admitted Arkansas back into the union and in 1874 was in the convention
that furnished the state’s constitution. He also served as judge of the First Judicial Circuit and was a
member of the Searcy Town Council. Cypert ran for the legislature on the temperance question in
1854 and later in 1882 became the President of the Temperance Alliance. He was also a member of
the Masons. Jesse N. Cypert was appointed to the building committee that was responsible for
constructing the First United Methodist Church in Searcy (See enclosed nomination for details). From
1883 until 1886 he was also a member of the Searcy School Board.

His only son, Eugene, later became a junior partner of the Cypert law firm. Eugene
Cypert carried on his fathers tradition with regards to being a prominent citizen of Searcy; his list of
accomplishments are almost as long as his father’s. Eugene Cypert was appointed in 1909, to be one
of the Bridge Commissioners that was ultimately responsible for bridging the Little Red River just
north of Searcy. From 1908 until 1912, Cypert served on the Searcy School Board just like his father
had previously. In 1927 he served on the committee responsible for getting the Arkansas State
Highway Commission to build highways through Searcy. Cypert also served on Searcy’s centennial
committee in 1937 and, prior to this in 1928, was selected as the historian for the Sons of Confederate
Veterans. )

For the above stated reasons the Jesse N. Cypert Law Office is being nominated under both
Criterion B and C with local significance.



9. Major Bibliographical References

See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," Section H.

[C] see continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[:]prollmlnnry determination of Individual listing (36 CFR 87) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested (] state historic preservation office
[ previously listed In the National Register Other State agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register Federal agency
designated a National Historic Landmark Local government
recorded by Historic American Buildings University
Survey # Other
(] recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data .-~ 5
Acreage of property

UTM References

U T T N (RO [ M Bl Laloah g aial Laaade ottt
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

CIIIIllLillllllIlll DI]I{IIIII'II![II[I

[X] see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

[X] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[X] See continuation sheet

11._Form Prepared By
nameftitle Jill Bayles, Historian

organization __Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date 21 March, 1990
street & number __225 E, Markham, Suite 300 telephone 501-371-2763
city ortown ___ Little Rock state _ Arkansas  zip code 72201

*U.8.GPO:1088-0-223-918
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Section number Page

Acreage of property: Less than one

UTM References:

A 15/614910/3901410

Verbal Boundary Description:

Beginning at a point formed by the intersection of the northern edge of Race Street with a
perpendicular line running along the eastern elevation of the building, proceed northerly along
said line to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the
northern elevation of the building; thence proceed westerly along said line to a point formed
by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the western elevation of the
building; thence proceed southerly along said line to a point formed by its intersection with
the northern edge of Race Street; thence proceed easterly to the point of beginning.

Boundary Justification:
This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY Cypert, Jesse N., Law Office
NAME :

MULTIPLE White County MPS
NAME :

STATE & COUNTY: ARKANSAS, White

DATE RECEIVED: 8/01/91 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 8/15/91
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 87/31/81 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9/15/91
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 91001179

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: Y PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL: N

COMMENT WAIVER: N >
ACCEPT ¥ RETURN REJECT ?19{?/ DATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

NCfC‘S s 53‘(’/}(0470“" 0/ orltatrebra (
S\Qv\ipTCCV\(p Q"'f(('/“"/"(a)l)ut.ﬂ b-ﬂ
QQSDC- b e - [fy4frlouq EB

See etachtd sorament S

RECOM. /CRITERIA Qé’"\»'**\
REVIEWER avr e ¢
DISCIPLINE "Hichoriawm
DATE 11134

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments(i?N see attached SLR Y/N



CLASSIFICATION

count resource’ type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION

historic current

DESCRIPTION

architectural classification
materials
descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE
Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below
Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

____summary paragraph

—__completeness

___clarity

____applicable criteria

___Justification of areas checked
___relating significance to the resource

. __context

___relationship of integrity to significance
___Justification of exception

—_other

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

acreage verbal boundary description
UTMs boundary Jjustification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation

OTHER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Phone

Signed J/@M (érkxd [214) Date % 42 ;zé/




Cypert, Jeese N., Law Office
White County MPS
White County, ARKANSAS

Reviewer's Comments

Is significance under Criterion B claimed because of association
with both Cyperts or only the father? Are they both known to
have used this building as their law offices, or are they
otherwise directly associated with it? In any case, a period of
significance, rather than a single year, should be indicated if
the association with either or both Cyperts extends over a number
of years.

Significance under Criterion C, Architecture, needs to be
specifically justified.

Marilyn Harper
Historian
Sept. 16, 1991
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking ‘‘x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter ‘‘N/A"" for ‘‘not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries. ’

1. Name of Property

historic name Cypert, Jesse N. Law Qffice
other names/site number Resource #WH0026

2. Location
street & number 104 East Race Street Enot for publication y /5
city, town Searcy vicinity N /A
state Arkansas code AR county White code 145 zlp code 72143
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
% private X bullding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
public-local (] district 1 bulldings
(] public-State [Jsite sites
(] public-Federal (] structure structures
(] object objects
1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Histori i listed In the National Register _N/A

(0]
4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my, ion, Ahe property eets es not meejythe National Register criteria. Ds.. continuation sheet.
A——j _5-3-22
Signature of certifyjfig official Date

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [:] meets E]does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

Memered in the National Register.

[]see continuation sheet. ////M Wy e~ L2/ 42
7 1974 ’L‘ 7

Ddetermlned eligible for the National
Register. D See continuation sheet.

("] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[ Jremoved from the National Register.
[Jother, (explain:)

t}.gf.?»lgnatum of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Commerce/Trade / Law Office Commerce/Trade/ Professional

7. Description

Architectural Classification : Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation __Stone

Other: Commercial Vernacular walls brick
roof asphalt
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[ ] see continuation sheet
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Description

Commercial buildings of the Railroad Era (1870-1914) mirrored current architectural trends.
Builders during this period in White County did not construct many high-style buildings; they instead
used architectural details from these styles to elaborate their basically vernacular buildings. The Jesse
N. Cypert Law Office is no exception to this.

Located at 104 E. Race Street, this building was constructed less than one block northeast of
the courthouse square in Searcy. The building is one-story in height, rectangular in shape and of brick
construction. Even though it was constructed c. 1880, it is still in good condition. Its main, or south
elevation consists of centrally placed double doors that are flanked by double-pane fixed frame
windows. Facade decoration consists of three corbelled brick bays housing the doors and windows.
A single metal vent is found in the upper portions of each bay; a simple decorative brick cornice caps
the structure. The building has a flat roof with parapet. A single centrally placed door accesses the
north elevation of the structure. Two symmetrically arranged corbelled brick chimneys are found along
the interior wall of the east elevation. :



JUN 29

(@]

8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in

relation to other properties: Locally s

Applicable National Register Criteria: _B,C
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions):

Areas of Significance: Architecture
Politics/Government

Period(s) of Significance: c. 1880-1942

Significant Dates: 1880

Significant Person(s): Cypert, Jesse N.
Cypert, Eudgene

Cultural Affiliation: _N/A

Architect/Builder: _Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.
X See continuation sheet.

)
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Significance

Through the years this building has housed not only the law office but also a bus stop,
cafe and currently an abstract company. This structure, however, is significant by virtue of the
fact that between the years 1880 and 1942 (the end of the historic period) it housed the Cypert
Law Firm, and thus remains the historic resource in Searcy most closely associated with both
Jesse N. Cypert, the founder of the law firm, and his son Eugene, who carried on his father’s
professional and political legacy into the twentieth century. The building is also significant for
its being the best preserved example in Searcy of a simple, commercial storefront building with
impressive panel brick details.

Jesse N. Cypert was born in Wayne County, Tennessee in 1823. He grew up in this
county and studied law there. Sometime after 1849, he moved to Georgia before coming to
Crittenden County, Arkansas, in 1858. Cypert moved to Searcy in 1861 and opened his law
practice as well as being an editor of the town’s newspaper. He was also part of a group of
attorneys that laid the groundwork for organizing a state bar association. Soon after, however,
he joined the Confederate army and rose to the rank of major. After the war he returned to his
law practice and continued in it until at least 1890. Between the years of 1880 and 1890 he
conducted his practice from within the confines of this building.

In addition, Cypert was very active in local and state politics. Prior to the construction
of this building he served in the conventions that both voted to secede from the union and the
one that admitted Arkansas back into the union, and in 1874 was in the convention that furnished
the state’s new, post-Reconstruction constitution. He also served as judge of the First Judicial
Circuit and was a member of the Searcy Town Council. Cypert ran for the legislature on the
temperance question in 1854 and later in 1882 became the President of the Temperance Alliance.
He was also a member of the Masons. Jesse N. Cypert was appointed to the building committee
that was responsible for constructing the First United Methodist Church in Searcy (See enclosed
nomination for details). From 1883 until 1886 he was also a member of the Searcy School
Board.

His only son, Eugene, later became a junior partner of the Cypert Law Firm. Eugene
Cypert carried on his fathers tradition with regards to being a prominent citizen of Searcy; his
list of accomplishments is almost as long as his father’s. Eugene Cypert was appointed in 1909
to be one of the Bridge Commissioners that was ultimately responsible for bridging the Little
Red River just north of Searcy. From 1908 until 1912, Cypert served on the Searcy School
Board just like his father had previously. In 1927 he served on the committee responsible for
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getting the Arkansas State Highway Commission to build highways through Searcy. Cypert also
served on Searcy’s centennial committee in 1937 and, prior to this in 1928, was selected as the
historian for the Sons of Confederate Veterans.

The Jesse N. Cypert Law Office is also significant by virtue of its standing as the best
surviving example of a single-story, panel brick commercial building in the town of Searcy.
Though it is essentially a simple, restrained commercial building, the quality of the panel brick
detailing on the parapet above the first floor is exceptional. The turning of the brick to form the
dentil course just beneath the parapet top; the corbelling of the brick directly above each of the
panels; and the corbelling of the brick courses at either end of the panel section to form pendils
and other decorative features remains the most ornamental application of this vernacular style
locally.

For the above stated reasons the Jesse N. Cypert Law Office is being nominated under
both Criterion B and C with local significance.



JUN 2 9 |1992

9. Major Bibliographical References

See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," Section
H.

X See continuation sheet.
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.
_ previously listed in the National Register
__ previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
__ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
__ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data:

State historic preservation office
Other state agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

Other -- Specify Repository:

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property:

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

A B

& D

X See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description: X See continuation sheet.

Boundary Justification: X See continuation sheet.

11. Form Prepared By

Name/Title: Jill Bayles, Historian

Organization:Arkansas Historic Preservation Program Date:21 March, 1990

Street & Number:225 E. Markham, Suite 300 Telephone:(501) 324-9346

City or Town:_Little Rock State:AR ZIP:_72201
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Section number Page

Acreage of property: Less than one

UTM References:

A 15/614910/3901410

Verbal Boundary Description:

Beginning at a point formed by the intersection of the northern edge of Race Street with a
perpendicular line running along the eastern elevation of the building, proceed northerly along
said line to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the
northern elevation of the building; thence proceed westerly along said line to a point formed
by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the western elevation of the
building; thence proceed southerly along said line to a point formed by its intersection with
the northern edge of Race Street; thence proceed easterly to the point of beginning.

Boundary Justification:

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource.
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DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY:
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:
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CLASSIFICATION

count resource type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION

historic current

DESCRIPTION

architectural classification
materials
descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE
Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below
Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

_____summary paragraph

____completeness

____clarity

____applicable criteria

___Justification of areas checked
___relating significance to the resource
___context

___relationship of integrity to significance
___Jjustification of exceéption

___other

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

acreage verbal boundary description
UTMs boundary justification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation

OTHER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Phone

Signed Date
















Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500033




