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1. Name of Property 
hlltorlc name C¥pert, Jesse N r ?Ill Q£fi ce 

2. Location 
1treet & number 104 East Race Stree 
cl town Searc 
1tate Arkansas code AR county Wbite code 145 

3. Claulflcatlon 
Ownerahlp of Property 
[]private 
D public-local 
D publlc·State 
D publlc·Federal 

Category of Property 
[[] bulldlng(a) 

§dlatrlct 
alte 
atructure 
object 

Name of related multiple property llatlng: 

~tsma~; e~enti:h!if;~~;;l Resources 

4. State/Federal Aaencx Certification 

Number of Reaourcea within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

___ bulldlnga 
___ altea 
___ atructurn 
___ objecta 

a Total 
Number of contributing reaourcn prevloualy 
lilted In the National Reglater N/A 

As the dtslgnated authority under the National Hl1torlc Preaervatlon Act of 1eee, u amended, I hereby certify that thla 
[!! nomination D requeat tor determination of eligibility mHtl the documentation atandarda tor regl1terlng propertln In the 
Natlona Register of Historic Placea and meets the procedural and proteulonal requirement• 11t forth In 3e CFR Part eo. 
In mY. lon, e property eeta a not mee he National Register criteria. D See continuation ahHt. · 

s=-/3- 1a 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation eheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property Ia: 

D entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation ahHt. 

D determined eligible tor the National 
Register. D See continuation lhHt. 

D deteriT\ined not eligible tor the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
D other, (explain:) -------

Date 

Signature of the KH~r Date of Action 



8. f.unctlon or u .. 
Historic Functions (enter categories from Instructions) 

Commerce/Trade /, Law Office 

7. Deacrlptlon 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Other: Commercial Vernacular 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Commerce/Trade/ Professional 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation ___,s;:...t.::...o..,...n.:...:.,....e _____________ _ 
walls ___ b ..... r_i_c_k _____________ _ 

roof asphalt 
other __________________ ___ 

[iJ See continuation sheet 
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Description 

Commercial buildings of the Railroad Era (1870-1914) mirrored current architectural trends. 
Builders during this period in White County did not construct many high-style buildings; they instead 
used architectural details from these styles to elaborate their basically vernacular buildings. The Jesse 
N. Cypert Law Office is no exception to this. 

Located at 104 E. Race Street, this building was constructed less than one block northeast of 
the courthouse square in Searcy. The building is one-story in height, rectangular in shape and of brick 
construction. Even though it was constructed c. 1880, it is still in good condition. Its main, or south 
elevation consists of centrally placed double doors that are flanked by double-pane fixed frame 
windows. Facade decoration consists of three corbelled brick bays housing the doors and windows. 
A single metal vent is found in the upper portions of each bay; a simple decorative brick cornice caps 
the structure. The building has a flat roof with parapet A single centrally placed door accesses the 
north elevation of the structure. Two symmetrically arranged corbelled brick chimneys are found along 
the interior wall of the east elevation. 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

0 nationally 0 statewide [X] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria 0 A [XI B [i] C 0 D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A 0 B 0 C 0 D 0 E 0 F 0 G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

Significant Person 
Cypert, Jesse N. 

Period of Significance 
c. 1880 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
unknown 

1 ! \ \ 

Significant Dates 
c .1880 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[!)See continuation sheet 
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Significance 

Through the years this building has housed not only the law office but also a bus stop, cafe 
and currently an abstract company. This structure, however, is significant for the people associated 
with the original law firm and for its architectural integrity. 

Jesse N. Cypert was born in Wayne County, Tennessee in 1823. He grew up in this county 
and studied law there. Sometime after 1849, he moved to Georgia before coming to Crittenden 
County, Arkansas, in 1858. Cypert moved to Searcy in 1861 and opened his law practice as well as 
being an editor of the town's newspaper. He was also part of a group of attorneys that laid the 
groundwork for organizing a state bar association. Soon after, however, he joined the Confederate 
army and rose to the rank of major. After the war he returned to his law practice and continued in 
it until at least 1890. 

Cypert was very active in politics and served in the conventions that both voted to secede from 
the union and the one that admitted Arkansas back into the union and in 1874 was in the convention 
that furnished the state's constitution. He also served as judge of the First Judicial Circuit and was a 
member of the Searcy Town Council. Cypert ran for the legislature on the temperance question in 
1854 and later in 1882 became the President of the Temperance Alliance. He was also a member of 
the Masons. Jesse N. Cypert was appointed to the building committee that was responsible for 
constructing the First United Methodist Church in Searcy (See enclosed nomination for details). From 
1883 until 1886 he was also a member of the Searcy School Board. 

His only son, Eugene, later became a junior partner of the Cypert law firm. Eugene 
Cypert carried on his fathers tradition with regards to being a prominent citizen of Searcy; his list of 
accomplishments are almost as long as his father's. Eugene Cypert was appointed in 1909, to be one 
of the Bridge Commissioners that was ultimately responsible for bridging the Little Red River just 
north of Searcy. From 1908 until 1912, Cypert served on the Searcy School Board just like his father 
had previously. In 1927 he served on the committee responsible for getting the Arkansas State 
Highway Commission to build highways through Searcy. Cypert also served on Searcy's centennial 
committee in 1937 and, prior to this in 1928, was selected as the historian for the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans. 

For the above stated reasons the Jesse N. Cypert Law Office is being nominated under both 
Criterion B and C with local significance. 

• 



8. MaJor Bibliographical Reterencea 

See "Historic and Architectural Resources o f White County, Arkansas," Section H. 

Prevloue documentation on file (NPS): . 
D preliminary determination of Individual lilting (3e CFR 87) 

hu bHn requelted 
D prevlouely lleted In the National Regleter 

§ prevlouely determined eligible by the National Regleter 
deelgnated 1 National Hletorlc Landmark 
recorded by Hletorlc American Building• 

SuNtY*------------------------------0 recordld by Hletorlc American EnglnHrlng 

Record*·-----------------

1 o. O!oaraphlcal Data 

0 SH continuation lhHt 

Primary location of additional data: 
D State hlltorlc preeeNatlon office 

§ Other State agency 
Flderal agency 
Local government 

B Unlverelty 
Other 

Specify rtpoeltory: 

Acreage of property-------------------------------

UTM RtftrtnCII 
ALL.J I I I I 

Zone Eaatlng 

cLL.J I I 1 I 

Verbal Boundary Otlcrlptlon 

Boundary Justification 

11. Form Prel!!red By 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

namtltltie Jill Bayles, Historian 

BLL.J I I 1 I 1 

Zone Eutlng . 
oLL.J I I 1 I 1 

[X] See continuation ahHt 

[X] See continuation sheet 

[XJ SH continuation shHt 

I I I I 

Northing 
I I I I 

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date 21 March. 1990 
ltrllt & number 225 E. Markham. Suite 300 telephone 501-371-2763 
city or town Little Rock 1t1t1 Arkansas zip code 72201 

* U.S.GPO: 1 888·0·223·818 
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Acreage of property: Less than one 

UTM References: 

A 15/614910/3901410 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

Beginning at a point formed by the intersection of the northern edge of Race Street with a 
perpendicular line running along the eastern elevation of the building, proceed northerly along 
said line to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the 
northern elevation of the building; thence proceed westerly along said line to a point formed 
by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the western elevation of the 
building; thence proceed southerly along said line to a point formed by its intersection with 
the northern edge of Race Street; thence proceed easterly to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: 

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource. 
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PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME : 

Cypert, Jesse N. , Law Office 

White County MPS 

STATE & COUNTY : ARKANSAS, White 

DATE RECEIVED: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 

8/01/91 
8/31/91 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 8/15/91 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9/15/91 

DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 91001179 

NOMINATOR : STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL : N 
OTHER: N 
REQUEST: N 

DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS : 
PDIL : N PERIOD: Y PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT : Y NATIONAL: 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

___ ACCEPT ~TURN ___ REJECT --'+1/-"-~~lr/_DATE 
ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 
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N 
N 
N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count __ resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

__ historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

__ architectural classification 
__ materials 
__ descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

__ summary paragraph 
__ completeness 
__ clarity 
__ applicable criteria 
__ justification of areas checked 
__ relating significance to the resource 
__ context 
__ relationship of integrity to significance 
__ justification of exception 
__ other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

__ acreage 
__ UTMs 

__ verbal boundary description 
__ boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

___ sketch maps __ USGS maps ___ photographs ___ presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed&~ Phone 



Cypert, Jeese N., Law Office 
White County MPS 
White County, ARKANSAS 

Reviewer's Comments 

Is significance under Criterion B claimed because of association 
with both Cyperts or only the father? Are they both known to 
have used this building as their law offices, or are they 
otherwise directly associated with it? In any case, a period of 
significance, rather than a single year, should be indicated if 
the association with either or both Cyperts extends over a number 
of years. 

Significance under Criterion c, Architecture, needs to be 
specifically justified. 

Marilyn Harper 
Historian 
Sept. 16, 1991 
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OMS No. 101+4011 

This form Is for use In nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for Individual properties or districts. See Instructions In Guidelines 
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each Item by marking "x" In the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested Information. If an Item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed In the Instructions. For additional apace use continuation ahHtl 
(Form 1 0-900a). Type all entries. · 

1. Name of Property 
historic name Cypert, .Jesse N . I alJ Qffi ce 

2. Location 
street & number 104 East Race Street 
city, town Searcy 
state Arkansas code AR county Hhite 

3. Claaalflcatlon 
Ownership of Property 
[]private 
0 public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Category of Property 
IX] bulldlng(s) 
Udletrlct 
Oslte 
0 structure 
Oobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

~ts&hi~~ C~ant;:hf~e=;~;:l Resources 

4. State/Federal Aaency Certification 

0 not for publication N 1 4 

0 vicinity N 1 A 
code 145 zip code 72l B 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

___ building• 
___ lltll 
___ etructur11 
___ object• 

a Total 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed In the National Regleter ~N:...I.:;.:.A __ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1988, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
[!I nomination 0 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 
Natlona Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 38 CFR Part eo. 
In mY. lon, e property eets es not mee the National Register criteria. 0 See continuation sheet. 

S:-/3 ... 9() 
Signature of certify official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

~entered in the National Register. 
0 See continuation sheet. 

0 determined eligible for the National 
Register. 0 See continuation sheet. 

D deteriT\Ined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

0 removed from the National Register. 
0 other, (explain :) --------

Date 

J?o (Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

111/ 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Commerce/Trade I Law Office 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Other: Commercial Vernacular 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Commerce/Trade/ Professional 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation ---,s,t_o.n_,e.----____________ _ 
walls ___ b .... r_l._· c_k _____________ _ 

roof asphalt 
other __________________ ___ 

[X] See continuation sheet 
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Description 

OMI A/IIIIOWI No. 101+0011 

AuG 

Commercial buildings of the Railroad Era (1870-1914) mirrored current architectural trends. 
Builders during this period in White County did not construct many high-style buildings; they instead 
used architectural details from these styles to elaborate their basically vernacular buildings. The Jesse 
N. Cypert Law Office is no exception to this. 

Located at 104 E. Race Street, this building was constructed less than one block northeast of 
the courthouse square in Searcy. The building is one-story in height, rectangular in shape and of brick 
construction. Even though it was constructed c. 1880, it is still in good condition. Its main, or south 
elevation consists of centrally placed double doors that are flanked by double-pane fixed frame 
windows. Facade decoration consists of three corbelled brick bays housing the doors and windows. 
A single metal vent is found in the upper portions of each bay; a simple decorative brick cornice caps 
the structure. The building has a flat roof with parapet A single centrally placed door accesses the 
north elevation of the structure. Two symmetrically arranged corbelled brick chimneys are found along 
the interior wall of the east elevation. · 



JUN 2 9 1992 

======================================================================== 
8. Statement of Significance 
======================================================================== 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in 
relation to other properties: =L=o=c=a=l=l~v~------------

Applicable National Register Criteria: B,C 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions): 

Areas of Significance: ~A~r~c~h~i~t~e~c~t~u~r~e=------------------­
Politics/Government 

Period(s) of Significance: c. 1880-1942 

Significant Dates: 1880 

Significant Person(s): Cypert, JesseN. 
Cypert, Eugene 

Cultural Affiliation: -=N~A~-----------------------------

Architect/Builder: -=U~n~k~n~o~wn~-------------------------------

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
_x_ See continuation sheet. 
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Significance 

JJN 29 1~ 
ewe,._,.,. Ho. IOU{)Oit 

Through the years this building has housed not only the law office but also a bus stop, 
cafe and currently an abstract company. This structure, however, is significant by virtue of the 
fact that between the years 1880 and 1942 (the end of the historic period) it housed the Cypert 
Law Firm, and thus remains the historic resource in Searcy most closely associated with both 
JesseN. Cypert, the founder of the law firm, and his son Eugene, who carried on his father's 
professional and political legacy into the twentieth century. The building is also significant for 
its being the best preserved example in Searcy of a simple, commercial storefront building with 
impressive panel brick details. 

JesseN. Cypert was born in Wayne County, Tennessee in 1823. He grew up in this 
county and studied law there. Sometime after 1849, he moved to Georgia before coming to 
Crittenden County, Arkansas, in 1858. Cypert moved to Searcy in 1861 and opened his law 
practice as well as being an editor of the town's newspaper. He was also part of a group of 
attorneys that laid the groundwork for organizing a state bar association. Soon after, however, 
he joined the Confederate army and rose to the rank of major. After the war he returned to his 
law practice and continued in it until at least 1890. Between the years of 1880 and 1890 he 
conducted his practice from within the confines of this building. 

In addition, Cypert was very active in local and state politics. Prior to the construction 
of this building he served in the conventions that both voted to secede from the union and the 
one that admitted Arkansas back into the union, and in 1874 was in the convention that furnished 
the state's new, post-Reconstruction constitution. He also served as judge of the First Judicial 
Circuit and was a member of the Searcy Town Council. Cypert ran for the legislature on the 
temperance question in 1854 and later in 1882 became the President of the Temperance Alliance. 
He was also a member of the Masons. JesseN. Cypert was appointed to the building committee 
that was responsible for constructing the First United Methodist Church in Searcy (See enclosed 
nomination for details). From 1883 until 1886 he was also a member of the Searcy School 
Board. 

His only son, Eugene, later became a junior partner of the Cypert Law Firm. Eugene 
Cypert carried on his fathers tradition with regards to being a prominent citizen of Searcy; his 
list of accomplishments is almost as long as his father's. Eugene Cypert was appointed in 1909 
to be one of the Bridge Commissioners that was ultimately responsible for bridging the Little 
Red River just north of Searcy. From 1908 until 1912, Cypert served on the Searcy School 
Board just like his father had previous! y. In 1927 he served on the committee responsible for 
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getting the Arkansas State Highway Commission to build highways through Searcy. Cypert also 
served on Searcy's centennial committee in 1937 and, prior to this in 1928, was selected as the 
historian for the Sons of Confederate Veterans. 

The Jesse N. Cypert Law Office is also significant by virtue of its standing as the best 
surviving example of a single-story, panel brick commercial building in the town of Searcy. 
Though it is essentially a simple, restrained commercial building, the quality of the panel brick 
detailing on the parapet above the first floor is exceptional. The turning of the brick to form the 
den til course just beneath the parapet top; the corbelling of the brick directly above each of the 
panels; and the corbelling of the brick courses at either end of the panel section to form pendils 
and other decorative features remains the most ornamental application of this vernacular style 
locally. 

For the above stated reasons the JesseN. Cypert Law Office is being nominated under 
both Criterion B and C with local significance. 



JUN 2 9 1992 
======================================================================== 
9. Major Bibliographical References 
======================================================================== 
See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas, 11 Section 
H. 

_x_ See continuation sheet. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 
requested. 

previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 

State historic preservation office 
Other state agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other -- Specify Repository: 

======================================================================== 
10. Geographical Data 
======================================================================== 
Acreage of Property: 

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

A B 
C D 

_x_ See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description: _x_ See continuation sheet. 

Boundary Justification: _x_ See continuation sheet. 

======================================================================== 
11. Form Prepared By 
======================================================================== 

Name/Title: Jill Bayles, Historian 

Organization:Arkansas Historic Preservation Program Date:21 March, 1990 

Street & Number:225 E. Markham, Suite 300 Telephone:(501) 324-9346 

city or Town:-=L~i~t~t~l~e~R~o~c~k=-------------------- State:AR ZIP:~7=2=2=0~1 ______ _ 
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Acreage of property: Less than one 

UTM References: 

A 15/614910/3901410 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

OMI ~No. 102+4011 

Beginning at a point formed by the intersection of the northern edge of Race Street with a 
perpendicular line running along the eastern elevation of the building, proceed northerly along 
said line to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the 
northern elevation of the building; thence proceed westerly along said line to a point formed 
by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the western elevation of the 
building; thence proceed southerly along said line to a point formed by its intersection with 
the northern edge of Race Street; thence proceed easterly to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: 

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource. 
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91001350 ./ Abil!gton, William T_~~_Jio~~~~-~S~b~t~ti;:~--lfe;-fe7 
91001322 V' Ack1ns House Euta.tr-..oUY~.L~..__ . __.u ---~ 
91001186 American Legion Hall Substa;ntlve ~e·JlP.W • 

91001253 Andrews, Col. RalphJ _ )i_9U§~-- . _ .... 
91001187 Arnold Farmstead ·substa;nttvr1 n·c71M 
91001239 Baldock House 
91001228 Bank of Searcy 
91001251 Beebe Jail 
91001265 Beebe Theater 
91001201 Bell House 
910012 62 Berry House -~ , ·~: 
9 l 001192 .,... Big. Four School J.u!i•t•n~l"~ tt~~~ d 
91001176 Bloom House 
91001363 v: Blunt House Livestock Barn 1Ju.1i'•fin'f1·tc n n'f~i 
91001298 Boggs, James William, House 
91001275 Bone, Luke, Grocery--Boarding House 
91001202 Booth, Green, House 
91001345 Booth--Weir House 
91001217V' Brooks House lut\af.lii!'Lfe .-i.~ _ _ 
91001268 arown House B~bs.taD.t1v.e lev1eW · -· ---'-·~· 
91001338 Brown, Joe, House . !=iJ:ld _ _Iar!!J._st~_~g ___ ~u-bst¥l.tive Review 
91001337v- Burnett House &lta.Uaa.U~:>.a k-:,. !.h i 

91001347 Caldwell House 
91001280 campbell--Chrisp House 
91001293 ,..,. Cary House lu.baf~~.oQlln iec.Iali. 
91001310 .,./ Ch.andler House J.U~i!lt'JJ..1thtt_~ti·f· -..,. ____ __ 
91001349 Childers Farmstead co-.•·::tantiY.Q R8-.:le-. 
91001301 Churchill--ailger House 
91001209 Cobb, Pattie, Hall -.--- _:o.~ •• · . ....... 

91001282 v Cooley, Sam, ~a!;-:n .. _ .. . J~'tls_t~~i_y~ Review _,,. 
91001229 -/ Coyvard House t.ub:<:i 't~;tlv:t.~ J!~-.{~ .. 

PW I 199J 

Date Listed 

fl-1 3 -9/ 
f -S-91 

91001320 ,-- cremane House !'u-ta!'aii0'yefe'CT41J 
91001333 / Critz, Col. John, Farm, '"Springhouse f'uffl'ifitnt·h~ ·if•yfiiil --.:...P.~~~ 
91001259 / c~oss House J.~~~-~i~li.a -n~-~l"d 
91001225 "' cumberland Presbyterian C~urch . JHP~f~':.tl>m --~- :;ffi""' 
91001179 Cypert, Jesse N., Law Off1ce Substa.ntive RevTeii*ll 
91001196 Doniphan Lumber Mill Historic District ·s~b~taentTvelev1e..-w_....t.___!.__;~~-
91001264 .r' Doss House , .. -.·-.-~~t.,aL,'tr.ll 
91001302 Doyle, David, House No. 2 -. 
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